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ALL APE-MEN LARGE AND SMALL 
Welcome to our December issue, in 
which we examine the evidence for 

two cryptozoological mysteries. First, 
Stu Neville looks at the case - strongly 
asserted on many online forums - 

for a British Bigfoot (p.30). It seems 
unlikely that these crowded and largely 
deforested isles could provide a suitable 
habitat for a hulking, hairy man-beast, 
but what’s undeniable is a surprising 
number of people report encountering 
them. However, in the face of an 
inarguable lack of convincing evidence, it 
seems improbable that such encounters 
are with flesh-and-blood Bigfeet. Are 
there alternative explanations, or 
perhaps connections to other anomalous 
entities reported in Britain, or are we 
dealing simply with deliberate hoaxes 
and misidentifications of less exotic 
fauna? 

Across the world, on the Indonesian 
island of Flores, the locals also report 
encounters with a type of ape-man, 
though a far smaller one that sounds 
remarkably like the famous fossil ‘hobbit’, 
Homo floresiensis, discovered there early 
this century - although as anthropologist 
Gregory Forth explains in his article 
(p.37), he had been told of the Flores 
ape-men by his respondents among the 
island’s Lio people before the celebrated 
‘hobbit’ discovery had happened. While 
mainstream anthropology remains 
predictably sceptical about the existence 
of the ape-men, Gregory makes a strong 
case, based on his extensive fieldwork, 
for their possible continued existence, 
as well as drawing some valuable lessons 
about how the academic establishment 
evaluates different types of knowledge. 

Elsewhere, we catch up on ufological 
stamps, dreams foreseeing the death of 
the Queen, apocalyptic red heifers and 
the nightmares unleashed by AT art... 


HAUNTED SCREENS 
There’s plenty of interest to forteans 
going on at the British Film Institute over 
the autumn, including a major two-month 
season devoted to exploring the history, 
innovations and meaning of horror, “the 
genre of our times”, with screenings in 
London and beyond as well as streaming 
via BFI Player. On Friday 28 October, our 
friend Steven Volk will be joining director 
Lesley Manning for a Q&A at a one- 
night-only 30th anniversary ‘live cinema’ 
experience of Ghostwatch - the perfect 
way to relive the terrors of Hallowe’en 
1992. 

Then, on Friday 2 December, our 
own Haunted Generation columnist 


Bob Fischer will be presenting Haunted 
Media: the Lingering Legacy of the 

Public Information Film, celebrating the 
terrifying legacy of Central Office of 
Information classics like Lonely Water 
and After Dark and looking in particular 
at Peter Greenaway’s distinct take on the 
genre during his time at the COI. Bob 
would love to see some fellow forteans 
there, so get along to London’s South 
Bank! Details and tickets for all events at: 
https://whatson.bfi.org.uk. 


FT INDEXING: UPDATE AND APPEAL 
The long-term project to produce a fully 
searchable online index covering nearly 
half a century of Fortean Times continues, 
and FT founder Bob Rickard is looking 
for help from forteans with some spare 
time on their hands. 

Bob writes: “The Long March recently 
passed the 225th issue, so all credit to 
those who selflessly slogged through 
around 10,000 pages so far, compiling 
their indexable elements. It is a sign of 
the tedium involved that when we passed 
issue 100, we had 30 volunteer indexers, 
which has now dwindled to less than 10. 
To keep up the momentum we need a few 
more hardy plodders for the push to issue 
400. This is work you can do at home, on 
your own computer or laptop, in your 
own time and at your own pace. Some 
volunteers can index an issue inside a 
month; others take longer according to 
their circumstances. This is open to new 
people as well as anyone who had applied 
before and never heard back from me 
(apologies for that) or who had tried it, 
but found that it wasn’t compatible with 
the demands of their life at that time. 
This is all done over the Internet, so 
volunteers from beyond the UK’s shores 
are also welcome. Let me know by email 
if you are interested and I will reply with 
a fuller description so you can make a 
decision. Contact me at: bobrickard@ 
mail.com with ‘Indexing Volunteer’ in the 
header. Thank you.” 
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TALES OF DARK SORCERY 


Human sacrifice, football curses, Mexican monsters and Satanic abuse 


HUMAN SACRIFICE 

When Victor Hugo Mica Alvarez, 
30, passed out after a heavy 
drinking session at the opening 
of the Mother Earth Festival 

in El Alto, Bolivia, on 5 August, 
he might have expected some 
consequences the following 
morning. What he did not expect 
was to wake up 50 miles (80km) 
away in Achacachi, inside a 
coffin. “Last night was the pre- 
entry [of the festival], we went 
dancing. And afterwards I don’t 
remember. The only thing I 
remember is that I thought I was 
in my bed, I wanted to get up to 
go urinate and I couldn't move,” 
he said, adding, “When I pushed 
the coffin, I was able to break a 
glass that it had and that way I 
was able to get out.” 

The Mother Earth festival 
celebrates Pachamama, the 
goddess of Earth and fertility, 
and during the festival her 
followers give offerings, known 
as “Sullu” to the goddess, who 
is believed to “open her mouth” 
for such offerings in August. 
These can be anything from live 
animals to sheep foetuses, coca 
leaves and sweets, although 
there are persistent rumours 
that humans are still sacrificed 
to Pachamama in secret. Alvarez 
believes he was destined to be 
buried alive as one of these 
sacrifices, but when he reported 
his experience to police, they 
refused to take him seriously 
as they said he was still drunk. 
dailymail.co.uk, 11 Aug 2022. 


MAGIC MOTHS? 

Before the Euro 2016 football 
tournament final took place at 
the Stade de France in Paris, a 
swarm of huge moths descended 
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on the stadium, causing both 
players and spectators to duck 
and delaying the start of the 
match for a few minutes. Now, it 
is claimed that the invertebrate 
pitch invasion was the result of 
a spell cast by a “witch doctor” 
named Ibrahim in the pay of 
footballer Paul Pogba, according 
to his elder brother Mathias. 
He also alleged that Paul would 
“scoff at human life” and paid 
the sorcerer between 75,000 
and 100,000 euros bimonthly 
for his services, which had 
included cursing another 
footballer, Kylian Mbappe. 

Paul Pogba has denied the 
allegations and linked them to 
an extortion attempt currently 
being investigated by police. 
D.Telegraph, 23 Sept 2022. 


TOP LEFT: The unfortunate Victor Hugo 
Mica Alvarez, who got pissed, passed 
out and woke up in a coffin. TOP RIGHT: 
Footballer Paul Pogba, who allegedly 
employed a sorceror. ABOVE: White 
crosses painted on doors in Cocoyoc. 


MEXICAN SHAPE-SHIFTER 
Residents of the town of 
Cocoyoc in Mexico have taken to 
painting white crosses on their 
houses after they began to hear 
strange noises in the early hours 
of the morning. Unable to find 
any human or animal source for 
the sounds, they concluded they 
were being made by a nagual, 

a sorcerer who can shape-shift 
into an animal, according to 
local beliefs. “First it was a few 
residents... and then, as days 
passed, more people asserted 


they had heard the same thing,” 
said Luis Salgado. Concluding 
that they had to act to ward 

off the supernatural threat, 
they decided to paint crosses 
on their houses. At first, these 
were mainly in Buenos Aires 
Street, close to where the noises 
were heard, but now they have 
spread to the rest of the town 
and residents have taken to 
staying inside after 10pm out 
of fear of the nagual. In August 
2020, the residents of Soledad 
del Doblado, also in Mexico, 
armed themselves with rocks, 
shovels and guns to attempt to 
kill or drive away a nagual they 
believed was menacing their 
community. mexicodailynews. 
com, 10 Aug 2022. 


SATANIC PANIC REDUX 

In a case reminiscent of the 
height of the “Satanic Panic” of 
the 1990s, seven men and four 
women from Glasgow have been 
accused of committing child 
abuse against two girls and 

a boy between January 2010 
and March 2020 that allegedly 
involved “witchcraft” and 
“satanic séances” carried out 
while wearing cloaks and Devil 
horns. As well as subjecting 

the alleged victims to sexual 
abuse, it is claimed that the 
accused shut one of the girls in 
a microwave, a freezer and an 
oven in an attempt to kill her, 
that the children were forced 

to take part in séances “to call 
on spirits and demons” and 
made to believe that they had 
“metamorphosed into animals”. 
It is also claimed the accused 
forced the boy to stab a budgie 
to death and put him in a bath 
they said was filled with blood. 
In addition, they are alleged 

to have killed other animals 

as well as encouraging the 
children to attack them. All 11 
accused deny the charges and a 
trial has been set for September 
2023. Metro.co.uk, 3 Aug 2022. 
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Being led astray by fairies is one way to increase your Fitbit step count 


Firsthand accounts of being led 
astray by fairies are rare today, but a 
woman from Meath in Ireland, who 
preferred to remain anonymous, 
recently recounted a modern take 
on the phenomenon on Twitter. She 
was doing a step count challenge 
with work colleagues, recording her 
steps on a Fitbit, and, after days of 
building her count by doing circuits 
of her housing estate, decided to 
vary the experience by taking a walk 
in the local woods. The path she took 
led between two identical trees, and 
that’s where she believes she crossed 
over from the everyday world into 
somewhere “other”. 

“T stepped through and put my 
hands on both trees. One was really 
warm and the other was really wet 
and cold,” she said. “People are 
saying now that this was a mistake”. 

Describing what happened next, 
she tweeted: “The main path kind 
of branched off to the left and it just 
went nowhere. It went into a really 
overgrown forest, really high weeds 
and plants. I knew it wasn’t the path. 
There were lots of people around. 
It’s a really popular spot, so I walked 
back and I thought that this wasn’t 
the main path and I should have 
taken the other way. I took the other 
way and then that went nowhere. I 
went back to the fork to start over. 

I went back and I think I tried to go 
back the way I came. That also led 
me nowhere. I walked back up the 
main path again but it didn’t look 
familiar. It was quite overcast at this 
point as well. I had pulled up Google 
Maps and I didn’t have a signal 

on my phone at all, which is not 
unusual for that area. I decided to 
keep trying paths. There were only 
three so I thought I’d eventually get 
somewhere. I kept walking down a 
path towards a really overgrown area 
again.” 


“[ have a very 
professional job. 
I’m not crazy... 
I think Ijust got 
unlucky ” 


At this point the experience 
took a more sinister turn. “I 
heard a really light woman’s 
voice. I don’t know how to 
describe it. It was really high. 
She was shouting ‘over here’. I 
thought she was probably calling 
to her kids or something,” she 
said. “Then she laughed and it 
was just when she laughed, the 
hairs on the back of my neck 
stood up... then the call came 
from the other side of me. I 
knew something wasn’t right.” 
Once this happened, the woman 
realised that she was dealing 
with fairies. “I was scared when 
she laughed. When she laughed, 
I don’t think I’ve words in the 
English language for it. I had 
never heard someone laugh 
like that. I knew something 
was really wrong. I just got this 


really bad feeling that things 
were not going to end well for 
me if I didn’t do something. My 
first instinct was to run, but I 
didn’t even know where to run. 
I just remember turning your 
clothes inside out is supposed 
to help. So, I just tried that... I 
turned my T-shirt inside out, put 
it back on.” 

Turning clothes inside out 
is indeed a tried and tested 
traditional method of breaking 
fairly enchantment and it did 
seem to work in this case. “I 
turned around and walked 
back and almost immediately 
came to the two trees again... 
Icame to them quicker than 
when I had been walking in 
the opposite direction... I just 
wanted to get through. Then I 
could hear the birds again and 
people and stuff. I didn’t know 
what had just happened,” she 
said. Returning to her car and 
checking her Fitbit, she found 
that she had done more than 
10,000 steps, just within the 
small wood. Counting herself 
as a sceptic before, the woman 
said: “I have a very professional 
job. ’m not crazy... I think I just 
got unlucky. I’ve been in those 
woods before. People were 
saying that the two trees on 
the path were a portal. I’ve no 
massive opinion, but something 
really weird happened.” While 
the woman herself sees the 
experience as a rather sinister 
one, fairies of legend are known 
for their often perverse ways 
of “helping” people, and her 
experience of being “pixie- 
led” in the wood did, after 
all, contribute significantly 
to her step count for the day. 
dublinlive.ie, 13 Sept 2022. 
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FT'S FAVOURITE HEADLINES 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
BLAZE AT 
CREMATORIUM HALTS 
50 FUNERALS 


D.Express, 4 Jan 2020. 


"Like a Stephen 
King movie’: feral 
chickens return to 
plague New Zealand 
village 
Guardian, 10 June 2020 


GAS LEAK FROM 
HORSE SEMEN 
CONTAINER SPARKS 
HAZMAT ALERT AT 
HAVANT DELIVERY 
CENTRE 


Portsmouth News, 
28 July 2020. 


Up toadozen 
dragons under 
investigation for 
Covid breach 


Sydney Morning Herald, 
4 July 2021. 


"ANGRY MINION’ WITH 
NO ANUS NOT RELATED 
TO HUMANS AFTER 
ALL, SCIENTISTS 


Guardian, 17 Aug 2022. 
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FREE THE CAT! 


When ex-soldier Tony Wittman, 45, 
found his lost cat had been taken 
to a Melbourne animal sanctuary, 
he decided that the best course of 
action was to dress in tactical gear 
and storm the Cranbourne West 
Lost Dog’s Home carrying a fake 
assault rifle. He tied up a female 
worker and demanded to know 
where the cats were. When she re- 
fused to tell him, he fled the scene, 
returning the next day to collect 
the animal in a more conventional 
manner, at which point he was 
arrested and charged with false 
imprisonment, aggravated burglary 
and assault. D.Telegraph (Sydney), 
2 Oct 2021. 


ANTHIGH 


Somali police have classed the ant 
Tapinoma sessile as a drug after 
finding people were steaming them 
and getting high off the vapour 
produced. “They cut off the ants’ 
bottoms, then they put them in the 
pan with the lid on — after it’s boiled 
for a while people sit around and 
hover over it, and they get high,” 
said a police spokesperson. The 
ants produce formic acid, which in 
concentrated amounts can cause 
dizziness, nausea and vomiting. 
BBC News, 9 July 2022. 


LEAKING CASH 


In Johnny Cash’s hometown of 
Kingsland, Arkansas, someone has 
taken a pot shot at the silhouette 
of the Man in Black painted on the 
town’s water tower, hitting it in 
what Mayor Luke Neal described 

as a “very sensitive area”. AS a 
result, the musician appears to be 
urinating. “Just the placement of 
where it was at, | mean it was... you 
could tell someone was trying to 

be funny,” Neal said. The sight has 
been drawing tourists, but the leak 
means the town is “losing about 
30,000 gallons of water © per 
day” at a cost of a 
about $200 
(£164). [UPI] 17 
May 2022. 
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NEWS FROM SPACE 


DINO DOUBLE WHAMMY? 
Seismic data from the Atlantic 
floor off the west coast of 
Africa collected by Uisdean 
Nicholson, a geologist at Heriot 
Watt University in Edinburgh, 
has revealed the existence of 

a second major impact crater 
from around the time of the 
extinction of the dinosaurs. 
Nicholson was collecting the 
data to study plate tectonics, but 
the results also revealed traces 
of a massive, ancient crater 
hidden under about 3,000ft 
(900m) of water and 1,300ft 
(400m) of sediment. It showed 
up as a roughly circular hole 
approximately 5.3 miles (8.5km) 
from rim to rim and about 

131ft (40m) deep. Deformation 
of the rock around the hole 

was consistent with a meteor 
impact and there was a “central 
uplift” in the depression, which 
is a tell-tale sign of an impact. 
“The crater is very striking, 
and unlike anything that I had 
ever seen before,” Nicholson 
said. While the data strongly 
points to the structure being an 
impact crater, to confirm this 
will require drilling to collect 
samples to see if the rocks in the 
crater contain shocked quartz 
crystals that can only be created 
by a meteor impact. Based 

on the rock layers around the 
structure, now named the Nadir 
Crater, it can be dated to about 
66 million years ago. This puts 
it at about the same time as the 


ia" 


Data suggests 

the meteor was 
made of material 
tougher than iron 


Chicxulub crater off Central 
America, widely credited as the 
site of the impact that caused 
the extinction of the dinosaurs, 
raising the possibility that the 
Nadir Crater could have been 
caused by another part of the 
Chicxulub asteroid that broke 
off in space and hit the Earth 
within a few hours or days of the 
main impact. It is impossible to 
say for certain as the crater can 
only be dated to within about 
800,000 years, and so may be 
completely unrelated to that 
impact. livescience.com, 19 Aug 
2022. 


ALIEN TECH? 

A rather smaller impact, this 
time in the Pacific Ocean, 
has attracted the 
attention of Harvard 
Astronomer Avi 
Loeb. “I found the 
catalogue that 

the government 
compiled of 
meteorites that 
were detected by 
government 
sensors 
from our 


Alien meteors, ancient eclipses 
and a second Chicxulub 


LEFT: An artist’s impression of the 
Chicxulub impact — now a second crater 
has been found. BELOW: Avi Loeb — 
looking beyond our Solar System. 


missile warning system. I asked 
my student to check if any of 
the meteors, the fastest moving 
meteors, could have arrived 
on Earth from outside the 
Solar System,” Loeb said. The 
student, Amir Siraj, turned up 
one candidate that, based on 
the speed of the meteor and 
how much of it burned up in the 
atmosphere, looked likely to 
have originated outside the Solar 
System. The data also suggested 
it was made of a material tougher 
than iron. Sometime after Loeb 
and Siraj wrote up their findings 
they got confirmation of their 
suspicions. “After a few years, 
the release of a letter from the 
US Space Command in the 
Department of Defense stated 
explicitly that this meteor at the 
99.999% confidence level came 
from outside the Solar System.” 
With this confirmation, Loeb now 
wants to mount an expedition to 
find the remains of the object on 
the Pacific floor. 
Knowing the object’s 

trajectory, composition and 
the behaviour of local ocean 
currents, he is confident that he 
can recover some of its remains, 
even though it is likely to be in 
fragments smaller than a penny 
in size, and he is attempting 
to raise the $1.5 million that 
is needed to search the area 
off New Guinea where the 
interstellar object impacted. 
While he has raised the 
possibility of the object being 
some form of alien technology, 
Loeb still believes it is worth 
searching for even if it is just 
a meteorite, as it would be the 
first material from outside the 
Solar System scientists have 
been able to examine first 
hand. “This could be the 
most important scientific 

discovery that humanity 

ever made. Because if 

you think about it, it will 
change our perspective 
about our place in the 
Universe,” he says. 
nbcboston.com, 
12 Aug 2022. 


DONAL E DAVIS / NASA 
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ANCIENT ECLIPSES 
Reports of ancient eclipses 
describing the path of totality 
(the area where it became 
dark enough to see stars) are 
important for working out 
variations in the length of a day 
on Earth for times in the distant 
past. If the descriptions of where 
the totality was seen differ 
from astronomers’ estimates, 
a variation in the day length 
must have been responsible. 
Knowing this, in turn, is useful 
for research into things like past 
sea levels and ice cover. A team 
of Japanese researchers have 
been combing ancient records 
for clues about times, locations, 
and extents of historical 
eclipses observed around the 
Eastern Mediterranean in 
the fourth-seventh centuries, 
a time for which few eclipse 
records were previously known. 
“Although original eyewitness 
accounts from this period have 
mostly been lost, quotations, 
translations, etc., recorded 
by later generations provide 
valuable information,” said 
Koji Murata of the University 
of Tsukuba, one of the lead 
researchers on the project. “In 
addition to reliable location and 
timing information, we needed 
confirmation of eclipse totality... 
We were able to identify the 
probable times and locations of 
five total solar eclipses from the 
fourth to seventh centuries in the 
Eastern Mediterranean region, in 
346, 418, 484, 601, and 693 AD.” 
For the 19 July 418 eclipse, 
they found a description from 
Constantinople that described 
the eclipse as so complete 
that stars appeared in the 
sky; the previous estimate for 
that eclipse’s path would have 
made that impossible, so the 
researchers were able to use 
that to correct the value for day 
length variation for the fifth 


century, revising it upwards. 
Similar information discovered 
for the other eclipses also 
enabled the values for the sixth 
and seventh centuries to be 
revised downward. heritagedaily. 
com, 15 Sept 2022. 


FAST EARTH 
It’s not only the day length in 
the past that looks like it needs 
adjusting. Due to its interaction 
with the Moon, the Earth’s 
rotation is slowing down at an 
infinitesimal rate, so the day 
should increase by about 1.8 
milliseconds (thousandths of a 
second) per century, on average. 
This means that 1.4 billion 
years ago the day was just 19 
hours long. As a result, the body 
that measures day length, the 
International Earth Rotation 
and Reference Systems Service 
(IERS), periodically add a leap 
second to compensate for the 
slower spin to ensure things like 
GPS remain properly calibrated. 
However, recently, the Earth 
has bucked this trend and its 
rotation has started to speed 
up. In 2020 the IERS recorded 
the 28 shortest days since 1960, 
although the variations are still 
counted in just milliseconds. The 
trend paused in 2021, but on 29 
June 2022 the planet recorded 
its fastest ever spin, with the day 
ending 1.59 milliseconds sooner 
than was expected. Soon after, 19 
July came in 1.47 milliseconds 
short, and then the end of 26 July 
came 1.5 milliseconds early. 

No one is entirely sure 
why this is happening, but 
there are several possible 
explanations: the melting of 
the glaciers means less weight 
on the poles, increasing the 
planet’s angular momentum, 
the motion of our planet’s inner 
molten core can affect it too, 
and earthquakes also have the 
potential to redistribute the 
planet’s mass and affect the 
rotation, as does the “Chandler 
wobble”- the movement of 
Earth’s geographical poles 
across its surface. No 
one is sure which of 
these is the culprit, 
or indeed if it is the 
result of something 


RIGHT: Etienne Klein and 
the chorizo he claimed 
was Alpha 
Centauri. 


else entirely. In the longer term, 
though, the planet’s rotation is 
likely to continue to slow, but 

in the immediate future, if the 
speeding up does continue, the 
IERS might need to subtract a 
“negative leap second”, known 
as a drop second, from the 
Earth’s official period of rotation 
to temporarily shorten the day so 
that GPS and other technologies 
that rely on millisecond- 
accurate timekeeping do not go 
permanently out of synch. forbes. 
com, 28 Jul 2022. 


SAUSAGE STAR 

When the James Webb Space 
Telescope began scientific 
operations on 12 July, the world 
was treated to a torrent of 
stunning images that showed 
the Universe in far greater 
detail than had been previously 
possible. One of the most widely 
circulated, though, was not 
quite what it seemed. Physicist 
Etienne Klein, director of 
France’s Alternative Energies 
and Atomic Energy Commission, 
tweeted a picture to his 91,000 
followers saying “Picture of 
Proxima Centauri, the nearest 
star to the Sun, located 4.2 

light years away from us. It 

was taken by the James Webb 
Space Telescope. This level of 
detail... A new world is unveiled 
everyday.” The only problem 
was that it wasn’t actually 

a picture of a star -it was a 
slice of chorizo photographed 
on a black background. The 
image was commented on 

and widely retweeted before 
Klein confessed his hoax and 
apologised, explaining that his 
intention was “to urge caution 
regarding images that seem to 
speak for themselves”. editions. 
cnn.com, 8 Aug 2022. 


PSYCHIC TESLA 


After parking his Tesla car in a 
graveyard, Edgar Osornia filmed 
the dashboard display for his 

car’s collision avoidance system 
indicating that there were people 
walking in various directions close 
to his vehicle, but when he panned 
the camera around to show the 
cemetery, no one was visible. After 
he posted the video on TikTok many 
viewers conjectured that the car 
had a “sixth sense” and could see 
ghosts, but others said it was more 
likely there was a malfunction caus- 
ing the car to interpret gravestones 
or other objects as moving people. 
dexerto.com, 6 Apr 2022. 


DRINK FAIL 


The mayor of Redland City in 
Brisbane, Australia, was found to 
be drunk after crashing her car into 
a tree on the way home from meet- 
ing the families of drink driving 
victims. Karen Williams admit- 

ted to drinking “several glasses 

of wine” and apologised to the 
victims’ families. newsweek.com, 
27 June 2022. 


MUSEUM DWELLERS 


After a two-year-old was found 
wandering unsupervised in 
Carson City, Nevada, authori- 
ties discovered that her family 
were secretly living in the Nevada 
Children’s Museum, where her 
parents worked. They had set up 
home in a storeroom where they 
were also keeping an arsenal of 
weapons, including an AK-47 rifle, 
three handguns, a pistol, ammuni- 
tion, knives and a taser as well 
as a variety of drug-related items. 
The couple were fired and were 
charged with child neglect and 
weapons offences. huffpost.com, 
10 July 2022. 


RHINO MYSTERY 


Police in Pittsburgh are trying to 
find who dumped a taxidermied 
rhino head on a busy street 

corner in the Aspinwall district. It 

is believed that the head is more 
than 50 years old, and police are 
scrutinising CCTV to try and identify 
the person who left it. Rhino heads 
are becoming increasingly valuable 
as their horns are in demand on 
the Chinese medicine market. 

The decline in numbers of wild 
rhino due to poaching is putting 
specimens in museums and pri- 
vate collections at risk from theft. 
Newsweek, 31 Aug 2021. 
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PISSED OFF 


Police in London, Ontario, respond- 
ing to a report that a man had been 
struck by a car, discovered that the 
victim had been deliberately run 
over by his neighbour. The 38-year- 
old man had reportedly seen 
someone urinating on his front lawn 
and had retaliated by leaping into 
his car and driving it at the miscre- 
ant, giving him a gash on the head 
and other injuries. He now faces a 
charge of “Dangerous Operation of 
a Vehicle causing Bodily Harm” with 
a penalty of up to 10 years in prison. 
blogto.com, 5 Aug 2021. 


SURFER SURPRISE 


Surfer Danny Griffiths lost a be- 
spoke surfboard while riding the big 
waves that break at Pedra Branca, 
Tasmania. Four years later, fishers 
off Queensland, 2,700km (1,670 
miles) away, dragged up a clump of 
weed and discovered a surfboard 
at its core which they cleaned and 
mounted as a trophy. A chance 
encounter between the parents of 
one of the fishers and some surfers 
allowed the board to be identified 
as Danny’s and returned to him, still 
in surfable condition. BBC News, 21 
Apr 2021. 


MURDER GULLS 


Deprived of discarded food during 
the lockdown, gulls on north London 
canals took to savagely attacking 
local wildlife and have kept up the 
behaviour even though things have 
begun to return to normal. “They go 
amongst the pigeons and pick off 
the stupidest ones and eat them 
alive — it’s awful. I’ve even seen 
them get hold of rats,” said a local 
resident. They have been seen kill- 
ing pigeons with a peck to the head, 
scooping rats out of the water and 
eating moorhen chicks on the nest. 
mylondon.news, 11 July 2022. 
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Al NIGHTMARES 


ABOVE: Some of the increasingly disturbing images of ‘Loab’ generated by an Al. BELOW: 


Artificial intelligence art horrors, 
Bruce Willis's face and a robot flop 


Various iterations of ‘Crungus’. 


GOAT IN THE MACHINE 

In recent months several 
artificial intelligence (AI)- 
based art tools, such as 
DALL-E2 and Midjourney, have 
been made publicly available 
online. These programmes 

can create images from text 
prompts provided by users, 
generating pictures within a 
minute or two, and can mimic a 
chosen artist’s visual style if it 
is included in the prompt. They 
base their output on what they 
have learned from trawling 
vast numbers of online images, 
synthesising the results to 
create new ones. 

These tools have already 
caused controversy when Jason 
Allen, a video game designer 
in Pueblo, Colorado, won the 
Colorado State Fair art prize 
with a picture that originated 
as an output from the 
Midjourney AI. Allen created 
his submission, called Théatre 
d’opéra Spatial, by entering 
various words and phrases 
into the AI resulting in 900 
images from which he selected 
his three favourites. He then 
modified them in Photoshop, 
improved their resolution and 
printed them on canvas before 
submitting them to the Fair. 
When he revealed his method 
after winning the prize it 
caused an instant furore, with 


Crungus 


“T thought it 
would be fun to 
plug a nonsense 
word into the AI” 


comments on social media such 
as “We’re watching the death 
of artistry unfold right before 
our eyes”, although the judges 
stood by Allen and said they 
would still have given him the 
prize even if they had known 
how the picture was made. 

In some Als, more 


sophisticated prompts can 
be used to generate images 
and it was while doing this 
that Swedish musician and 
digital artist Supercomposite 
found that these Als can do 
some very unsettling things. 
They started with the prompt 
“Brando” and used “negative 
prompt weights” to get the 
AI to generate the opposite 
of the text they had written, 
resulting in a logo-like image 
that read “DIGITA PNTICS”. 
They then used a negative 
prompt weight on that to 
see if it would generate an 
image of Marlon Brando. 
Instead, they got pictures of a 
somewhat careworn-looking 
middle aged woman, with 
missing or obscured eyes and 
red cheeks that they dubbed 
“Loab” after a piece of text 
that appeared with one of the 
images. Repeating the process 
with Loab as a basis, combining 
her image with other neutral 
prompts, generated a 
whole series of increasingly 
disturbing and horrific images 
in which the central woman 
remained recognisable, but 
disfigured in various ways or 
placed in bizarre settings. 
Supercomposite has not 
identified the specific AI that 
generated Loab, but another 
consistent entity was generated 


SUPERCOMPOSITE 


: 


ABOVE: A deepfake Bruce Willis appears in a Russian telecoms ad. BELOW: Elon Musk’s ‘Optimus’ — definitely not the Terminator. 


by comedian Guy Kelly using 
DALL-E. This was a response 

to the word “Crungus”, which 
always generated images that 
were variations of a snarling, 
hairy goatman creature. Kelly 
said, “I thought it would be fun 
to plug a nonsense word into the 
AI bot to see if something that 
sounded like a concrete thing in 
my head gave consistent results. 
Thad no idea what a Crungus 
would look like, just that it 
sounded a bit ‘gobliny’,” and 
was surprised that he got sucha 
disturbing result. 

These nightmare images 
have started to be dubbed 
“Digital Cryptids” on social 
media, and some people, 
mostly joking, have suggested 
that the Al is simply revealing 
the existence of entities that 
had previously been hidden, 
while others, inevitably, have 
expressed fears that the image 
prompts acted as spells that 
have invoked actual demonic 
entities. A bit of digging reveals 
the probable origins of the 
Crungus goatman; there area 
series of online games involving 
a character called “Crungus”, 
and the Urban Dictionary has 
entries going back to 2018 which 
describe Crungus as “a monster 
that does disgusting things”. 
The name also sounds close 
enough to “Krampus”, the goat- 
like Christmas character that 
punishes wayward children in 
parts of Europe (see FT348:26- 
33), for the AI to have linked 
it to images of that. Asked 
about Loab by New Scientist, 
Supercomposite said: “It says 
a lot about what accidents 


are happening inside these 
neural networks, which are 
kind of black boxes... it’s all 
based on images people have 
created and how people have 
decided to collect and curate 
the training data set. So while 
it might seem like a ghost in the 
machine, it really just reflects 
our collective cultural output.” 
smithsonianmag.com, 6+12 Sept; 
newscientist.com, 13 Sept 2022. 


BRUCE SELLS HIS FACE? 
Following actor Bruce Willis’s 
retirement in March after 
revealing he was suffering from 
aphasia, a disorder affecting his 
speech, there were widespread 
reports that he had sold the 
rights to his face to a company 
called Deepcake, with the 
Daily Telegraph reporting that 
“Bruce Willis has become the 
first Hollywood star to sell his 
rights to allow a ‘digital twin’ 
of himself to be created for 

use on screen.” Deepcake uses 
AI to create highly convincing 
“deepfake” videos that can 
graft faces onto new bodies and 
animate them in ways that are 
almost indistinguishable from 
reality. It was believed that 
Willis had made this deal with 
Deepcake after they used his 
face to create a deepfake Willis 
for a Russian telecoms company 
ad last year. For an actor who 
can no longer act, this has the 
potential to provide them with 
a lucrative afterlife. Willis’s 
representatives, though, have 
now come forward to say this is 
not the case — but it can’t be long 
before an actor really does take 
this step. BBC News, 2 Oct 2022. 


MUSK-BOT 

Billionaire Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk has revealed a prototype 
AI-driven humanoid robot at 
the company’s annual “AI Day”. 
Named “Optimus”, the robot 
was shown on video performing 
simple tasks, such as watering 
plants, carrying boxes and 
lifting metal bars, but when it 
actually appeared on stage it 
just waved to the audience and 
raised its knees, with a gang 

of technicians helping it to 

start moving. Musk admitted it 
was a work-in-progress, and its 
live performance seemed less 
assured than Honda’s Asimo, 
which has been around for more 
than 10 years, but he says it 
could be on sale to the public in 
three to five years at less than 
$20,000 (£17,900) and before 
then it will be tested on jobs in 
his car factories. “It really is a 
fundamental transformation of 
civilisation as we know it,” Musk 
said - adding reassuringly that 
he aimed to ensure AI didn’t “go 
down the Terminator path.” BBC 
News, 1 Oct 2022. 


on 
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BLAIR WITCH 


Celestine Barker Ill, 74, from Blair 
County, Pennsylvania, was charged 
with “threatening unlawful harm to 
a public servant” after calling police 
to try and get a drug charge against 
her grandson dropped. She told an 
officer he would be “in jeopardy” 

if the charges were not dropped, 
saying that she practises “white 
witchery” and that he “best be 
looking over his shoulder”, adding 
that he might find himself falling 
downstairs and feeling as though 
someone had pushed him. She de- 
nied threatening anyone and said 
she was just “making statements”. 
abc27.com, 5 Apr 2022. 


ELECTRIC SHOCK 


Electric vehicle charging points on 
the Isle of Wight surprised users 

by showing pornography on their 
screens. The chargers were meant 
to show the supplier’s own website, 
but had been hacked to redirect 
visitors to a porn site, causing the 
council to apologise “to anyone 
that may have found the inappropri- 
ate web content”. BBC News, 6 Apr 
2022. 


FLORIDA MAN 


When police arrived at his home 

in Okaloosa County, Florida, to 
arrest him for stealing a boat, Dusty 
Mobley, 40, made a break for it by 
leaping onto his ride-on lawnmower 
and racing away in high gear. Police 
gave chase and were able to bring 
him to a halt by tasering him. Mob- 
ley had previously eluded capture 
by diving from the stolen boat into 

a swamp and was charged with 
grand theft, grand theft of a vehicle, 
felony criminal mischief, two counts 
of resisting an officer, possession 
of a concealed weapon by a felon, 
carrying a concealed handcuff key, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
as well as other felony charges. 
ktul.com, 11 Jul 2022. 


CLOWN TIMEIS OVER 


Daniel Ashenhurst ended up with 
a 39-month prison sentence for 
what police described as a “basic 
and unsophisticated” robbery. 

He attempted to hold up his local 
pharmacy wearing a stolen clown 
wig and a bandana wrapped round 
his face, but the bandana failed to 
disguise his features and the wig 
kept falling off. This allowed staff to 
identify him as he’d been in earlier 
that day and given them his name 
to collect medication. dailytel- 
egraph.com.au, 22 Apr 2022. 
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EYE EYE! 


Adelaide in Australia is being 
plagued by a prankster who is stick- 
ing large googly eyes on statues and 
billboards. So far, he has attached 
them to the statue of Colonel Wil- 
liam Light, Australia’s first Surveyor 
General, Colonel Sanders at a KFC, 
a poster of Dan Murphy at a branch 
of the liquor store bearing his 
name, as well as a face on a “Jim 
the Handyman” van. Police are not 
investigating, and a spokesperson 
said “Hilarious — South Australia 
needs some laughter”. Adelaide 
Advertiser, 19 Jan 2022. 


BIRD BONUS 


Birdwatchers on a wildlife cruise 
between Orkney and Shetland got a 
surprising bonus when a rare white- 
throated needletail crashed into the 
ship. The birders immediately rec- 
ognised it, recorded it then helped 
it get back into the air. Needletails 
breed in Asia and overwinter in Aus- 
tralia and have only been recorded 
in the UK a few times since the first 
sighting in 1846. Josh Jones from 
Bird Guides said: “Normally you have 
to go looking for rarities, they don’t 
come looking for you.” D.Mirror, 8 
Jun 2022. 


UNLIKELY DOGNAPPING 


Police searching for the operator of a 
drone spotted trying to drop a phone 
into a prison near Perth, Scotland, 
found Philip Moreton, 33, crouching 
in some bushes. He claimed he was 
near the prison at night because 
Romanian circus performers had 
stolen his chihuahua and he was 
using the drone to search for him. 
He explained that he was in the 
bushes because he had drunk a litre 
of vodka and had passed out in the 
middle of the hunt. Sheriff Pino di 
Emidio described the story as “fanci- 
ful” and said, “it was one of the 
most remarkable lines of defence 
I’ve ever heard.” thecourier.co.uk 
(Dundee,) 25 Oct 2019. 
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BIGFOOT WORLD TOUR 


The latest dodgy footprints 
and blurry film and photos 


ABOVE LEFT: Large but largely unconvincing: the pair of giant footprints found by dogwalker Clemmie Long in Holkham, Norfolk. 
TOP RIGHT: The creature supposedly filmed in Russia in 2016. ABOVE RIGHT: Brad Kidd’s Yowie, somewhere in Australia. 


In August, visitors to Holkham in 
north Norfolk reported seeing a 
“massive beast” in the wooded 
dunes behind the beach there. 
One visitor to the area, who 
wished to remain anonymous, 
said: “I was with a group of 
friends paddle boarding and 
had gone for a wee in the dunes 
when I spotted something out 
of the corner of my eye. I saw 
this thing about 15ft [4.6m] tall 
- certainly more than double my 
height — and built like Arnie. It 
glanced round at me and I just 
stood frozen to the spot, and 
then it bounded off across the 
dunes into the pine forest.” 

The following Monday, 
Clemmie Long, 31, found two 
massive footprints on the 
beach as she exercised her 
dog Dusty. “All of a sudden 
Dusty put her nose right to the 
ground and pulled me along,” 
she said. “She had never been 
so insistent about something 
and took me straight to these 
footprints. When I saw them, I 
couldn’t believe it - they must 
be five times the size of a human 
footprint.” Photos of the prints 
show an isolated pair of well- 
defined footprints which look 


“My dad used to 
tell me stories of a 
Bigfoot who lives 
in the forests” 


E 


rather more like the result of 
pressing casts into the sand 
than something produced bya 
walking creature, particularly as 
there are no other prints in the 
vicinity as might be expected if 
something had walked across the 
beach. However, local resident 
Graham Yardley, 29, said: “My 
dad used to tell me stories of 

a Bigfoot who lives in the pine 
forests by the beaches. He used 
to say the creature survived on 
eating sheep and cows —I never 
believed him until now.” 

Given that the pines behind 
Holkham beach are of relatively 
recent origin, planted to 
stabilise the dunes, and that the 
“forest” is about a mile long and 
100m deep at its widest, with no 
understory, it does seem unlikely 
that they could host a large 
hominin for any length of time. 
dailystar.co.uk, 27 Aug 2022. 


® Meanwhile, a film shot in 
2016 in Bashkortostan, Russia, 
recently surfaced on a Bigfoot- 
hunting YouTuber’s channel 
allegedly showing a large ape- 
like creature chasing a family’s 
car. Visible only as a black 
shape, the creature appears 

to keep pace with the vehicle 
while running through tall grass 
as the panicked passengers film 
its pursuit. dailystar.co.uk, 23 
May 2022. 


© In Australia, Brad Kidd, 
who has specialised in hunting 
a variety of supposedly 
paranormal entities - from 
sasquatches and dogmen to 
witches - and documenting 
his encounters, has captured 
what he believes is evidence 
of a Yowie, Australia’s version 
of Bigfoot, photographing it 
from a hide in the woods at 
an undisclosed location. He 
describes his photo as showing: 
“A BF [Bigfoot] or Australian 
Yowie in front of there (sic) 
main blind.” dailystar.co.uk, 16 
Aug 2022. 

For an overview of the British 
Bigfoot phenomenon, turn to 
this issue’s cover story on p30. 


TWO-HEADED TREAT 


Janus, the Geneva Museum of Natural History’s two-headed Greek tortoise, enjoys a special meal on 
3 September 2022, his 25th birthday, when he also celebrated attaining the record for the longest 
known life span of a two-headed tortoise. Named after the two-faced Roman god, Janus was born on 
3 September 1997 from an egg that had been placed in an incubator. He would have been unlikely to 
have survived in nature, being unable to retract his two heads into his shell to evade predators, but 
thanks to the attentive care of the museum staff, he appears to be in rude health and enjoys daily 
pampering, including warm baths, pleasant UV sessions, walks and massages. 

PHOTO: Fabrice Coffrini / AFP via Getty Images. 


PROFESSOR JAMIE WOODWARD. 


ARCHZEOLOGY a monty EXCAVATION OF ODDITIES AND ANTIQUITIES 


MUMMY’S SECRET DOOR 
Research by Nicholas Reeves, a highly 
respected archeeologist and former curator 
in the British Museum’s Department of 
Egyptian Antiquities, appears to show that 
Tutankhamun may have been entombed 
adjoining the hitherto secret tomb of his 
stepmother, the legendary beauty Queen 
Nefertiti. 

The research centres around 
circumstances too complex to squeeze into 
this brief space here, but, very basically, 
Tutankhamun was buried by his pharaonic 
successor, Ay, who had been advisor to the 
‘boy king’ (who ruled from the ages of 15 
to 19). It has been noted that Tut’s tomb 
was somewhat small and cramped for a 
king, and now that can be explained if the 
new research proves correct: it may well be 
just the outer part of Nefertiti’s currently 
hidden and more expansive queenly tomb. 
Reeves has been closely examining the 
cartouches and hieroglyphs Ay had had 
inscribed on the north wall of the tomb and 
has found them to cover fainter images or 
cannibalising previous ones. Reeves, who 
has extensively archeeologically examined 
the tomb, told the Guardian: “Close 
inspection of Ay’s cartouches reveals clear, 
underlying traces of an earlier name — that 
of Tutankhamun. In its original version, this 
scene had shown Tutankhamun performing 
the funerary ritual for the tomb’s original 
owner, his immediate predecessor ... 
Nefertiti.” 

There were many more intricate 
hieroglyphic clues suggesting that Tut was 
in essence an interloper in Nefertiti’s as 
yet unexplored tomb. High resolution radar 
images have revealed evidence of faint 
lines that (controversially) might indicate 
“unexplored doorways”. Reeves claims that 
recent studies, including thermal imaging 
and mould-growth analysis, also support 
his claim. This research looks good for a 
positive and exciting outcome. Guardian, 
26 Sept 2022. For FT’s coverage of Reeve’s 
Nefertiti hypothesis in 2015, see FT335:4, 
with a follow-up at FT344:16. 


NO BLOOD-SUCKING ALLOWED 
The skeleton of a 17th-century ‘vampire’ 
has been unearthed in Pien, Poland. She 
was wearing a silk cap and had a protruding 
front tooth. Mediaeval Europe was gripped in 
a paranoid fear of people, usually women, 
who had been identified as vampires and 
could become revenants roaming the land 
after death. This one was secured by having 
a sickle placed across her throat so she 
would be beheaded if she moved, and for 
extra insurance, a padlock had been fitted 
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TOP: A Polish ‘vampire’ buried with a sickle across its chest. ABOVE LEFT: The exceptionally clear prehistoric 
footprint newly discovered on Formby Beach. ABOVE RIGHT: Bust of Nefertiti (c.1320 BC), described as “The 
most beautiful woman in Berlin”, at the city’s Neues Museum. 


to her left foot. They must have been really 
scared of this poor woman. Science Alert, 5 
Sept 2022. 


BUSY BEACH 

Formby Beach in north-west England 
contains one of the world’s largest 
collections of prehistoric animal tracks, 
added to which are human footprints dating 
from about 9,000 years ago to mediaeval 
times. The coastline there is quite rapidly 
eroding and as the sea washes away 

the sands it removes layers of ancient, 
compressed mud, revealing ever more sets 


: Of footprints where people had traversed 
the tidal mud flats in ancient times. These 
: tracks can become baked in the sun and 

: buried for thousands of years. The most 

: recent find is of a young male’s footprint 

: over 8,000 years old; it shows astounding 
detail, so that even a bunion on its little 

: toe can be seen. Researchers from the 

: University of Manchester determined the 

: ages of the tracks by carbon-dating seeds 
: taken from cores of this hard ancient mud. 
BBC News. Original paper in ‘Nature Ecology 
: and Evolution’: 26 Sept. 2022. https:/doi. 
: org/10.1038/s41559-022-01856-2. 
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LGBTQIA2S+. How long before they take 
over the entire alphabet? Was there an 
ancient equivalent? Not in so many words 
or letters. But, as usual, there are some 
classical inklings. 

Lots of academic and medical literature 
and websites for every topic here covered. 

Surely significant that transitioning had 
its roots in Greek mythology - namely, the 
prophet of Apollo and general clairvoyant 
Tiresias. Displeased by him, the goddess 
Hera changed him into a woman. He spent 
seven years in this condition, marrying 
and spawning children. Eventually, he was 
allowed to regain his masculinity. 

These gender shifts gave authority to 
his claim that women derive 10 times more 
pleasure from sex than men. True, he was 
uniquely fitted to know, but one would 
rather think in terms of mutual 50-50 
enjoyment. 

One major source for this super- 
hermaphrodite is Phlegon of Tralles, 
freedman of the emperor Hadrian, who 
compiled a fortean-like Mirabilia - see ch.4 


for Teiresias; English translation by William 


Hansen (1996). One of his major topics is 
sex-changes. Notably, all his examples are 
from woman to man. In chapter six, having 
mentioned an hermaphodite at Antioch, he 
recounts the story of a 13-year-old girl who 
after three days and nights of excruciating 
stomach pains suddenly experienced an 
eruption of male genitals and became a 
man. She was sent to Emperor Claudius, 
who was sufficiently impressed to build a 
temple to Jupiter the Averter of Evils. 
Pliny (NH bk7 ch4 para37) asserts that 
women turning into men is “no idle story”, 
citing several cases on record, capping 
these with the claim that he himself saw 
a woman transmogrify into a man on her 
wedding day - beat that for being stood up! 
For more on all this, see the online article 
by Danielle Hone & Siobban McElduff. 
For what follows, see the online article 
‘Hermaphroditism in Greek and Roman 
Antiquity’ by George Androutsos. The 
Superstitious Man in Theophrastus 
(Characters 16) is especially wary of 
them. For a long time, intersex births 
were regarded with horror. Livy (bk31 
ch12 paras6-8) records such cases, the 
unfortunate infants being routinely killed, 
often as part of religious ritual. Over time, 
attitudes mutated from fear to fascination 
- witness the mentions of them by Phlegon. 
One notable Roman case was the 
philosopher Favorinus of Arles (AD 


c.60-c.160), the subject of anecdotes in 
Aulus Gellius’s Attic Nights. Depending on 
which source, he is variously described as 
an hermaphrodite or eunuch. Happily, we 
need not here dwell on the latter condition 
- their balls are in another court, save to 
note their high rank in Byzantine politics, 
specific positions being reserved for them. 
Some medical writers think Favorinus’s 
condition matches Reifenstein Syndrome. 

Ancient lesbianism is here a topic of 
relevant choice. Sappho is, of course, 
the most famous example. I am leaving 
out male homosexuality, save to quote 
Juvenal’s distinction (Satires 2, vv. 49-50: 
“Tedia does not suck off Cluvia nor Flora 
Camilla; Hispo goes with young boys and 
is pale from having it both ways.” See 
Kristin Martin’s online essay. Martial 
penned some epigrams (1.90; 7.67 & 70) on 
‘Tribads’ (Friction Girls) who supposedly 
had clitorises so large that they could be 
used as penises to fuck their girlfriends 
and bugger young boys — sounds like a daft 
male fantasy. 

One frequently overlooked text is the 
Fifth of Lucian’s Dialogues of the Prostitutes. 
One tart, Clonarium, questions another, 
Leena, about a ‘strange rumour’ she’s 
heard about the latter having sex with 


women. Lezena confesses, expressing “some : 


shame”. She goes on to describe and name 
her female bed partners, but refuses to go 
into details of what they actually did. 

Here, one recalls the apocryphal story 
about Queen Victoria declaring “Women 
Do Not Do Such Things” when discussing 
the 1885 Criminal Amendment Act with 
Disraeli, effectively debunked in Jason 
Loch’s online essay. 

Three Roman emperors enter the 


picture. According to Suetonius’s biography : 


(ch52), Caligula liked to dress up as Venus, 


thereby betraying a drag-queen inclination; : 


see David Woods’s essay, available online. 

Nero (Suetonius, ch22) castrated a 
young lad called Sporus, married him, and 
paraded him about as his wife, supposedly 
because of his likeness to his more 
orthodox predecessor Poppa, whom he 
had allegedly kicked to death. 

Most notable is that wild teenage (14 
at accession) Emperor Elagabalus (AD 
218-22). According to Dio Cassius (bk80 
chi6), “He carried his lewdness to such a 
pitch that he asked his doctors to implant a 
vagina in his body by means of an incision, 
promising them a handsome reward for 
doing so.” 


277: ANCIENT GENDER-BENDERS 


Dio (also his biography in the Augustan 
History) says he preferred being addressed 
and thought of as a woman. Catherine 
Jacquet in her essay on the outhistory 
website follows suit, always referring to 
him as ‘she’ and ‘her’. For full details of this 
hyper-precocious teenager, see Martin Icks, 
The Crimes of Elagabalus (London 2011). 

One Byzantine item. In his book Same- 
Sex Unions in Pre-Modern Europe (Yale/ 
London, 1994), John Boswell argued 
that such ‘marriages’ were widespread 
and socially acceptable. However, his 
‘evidences’ for this claim were nugatory, 
and his thesis is generally rejected by other 
scholars in this field. Furthermore, as they 
nowadays ungrammatically say, Boswell 
had an agenda; he was homosexual. 

Athenzeus (Deipnosophists - Savants at 
Dinner) devotes his 12th book to Decadent 
Luxurious Living, first by nation, then 
(paras528c-531a) to individuals. For a 
detailed account, see Maria Gambato, ‘The 
Female Kings’ in Athenceus and his World 
(Exeter, 2000), 227-230. 

The Graeco-Roman sources comport 
their standard denunciations of Oriental 
effeminacy, so a pinch or two of salt may 
sometimes be needed. Herodotus (bk9 
ch122) thought climate a factor, claiming: 
“Tt is natural that soft men arise from soft 
soil.” 

These monarchs were men who went 
overboard in identifying as women. 
Sardarnapalus was the most notorious. His 
face was covered with a cosmetic of white 
lead, he wore female clothes and jewellery, 
sported mascara, his face beardless and 
pumiced. Androcottas the Phrygian wore 
ultra-bright clothes and “adorned himself 
more brilliantly than a woman.” 

Weirder yet was Sagaris, who into old 
age would only eat from the lips of a nurse 
- seems to have regressed to weaning. He 
was also notable for never putting his hand 
below his navel. Athenzus glosses this on 
the subject of a certain Xenocrates, who 
never held his penis whilst urinating - 
contra the popular lavatorial graffito, “The 
country’s future is in your hands.” 

Gruesome footnote: Thracian king Cottys 
cut his wife into little pieces, beginning 
with her vagina - the ultimate bodily/ 
genital mutilation. 

If the Greeks and Romans had had 
trolling and twitter storms, one might have 
adapted one of Fort’s most famous dicta - 
One Measures a Vicious Circle Beginning 
Anywhere. 
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Renewed interest in fracking in the UK will 
bring more attention to bear on microseisms, 
the faint earth tremors which make up the 
planet’s background noise. This all-pervasive 
vibration is sometimes figuratively called the 
‘Earth Hum’, but unlike the many mystery 
hums around the world, the Earth Hum is 
much too low-pitched for human ears. While 
some microseisms are caused by human 
activity, the vast majority are the result of 
natural phenomena — though exactly which 
phenomena is not always known, and some 
regular signals remain enigmatic. 

The most famous of these regular 
microseism sources was first recorded in 
1961 by Jack Oliver of Columbia University, 
using the seismographs at Palisades, New 
York, instruments so sensitive they could 
pick up activity on the other side of the world. 
A few years earlier, scientists at Palisades 
had detected a nuclear test at the Marshall 
Islands, over 7,000 miles (11,265km) away. 
Oliver saw a new source, one which was 
producing a regular pulse every 26 seconds. 
Unlike other sources, like explosions or 
volcanoes, it continued at the same level 
with only minor variations in intensity, 
like the slow heartbeat of some colossal 
subterranean or subaquatic creature 
slumbering in the depths. 

These instruments did not allow Oliver to 
locate the “persistent, localized microseism 
source” with any accuracy. He could only say 
that it was coming from somewhere in the 
southern or equatorial Atlantic Ocean. Oliver 
also noted the pulse was stronger in the 
Northern Hemisphere’s summer months. 
The discovery attracted little interest and 
appeared to have been virtually forgotten. 

Almost two decades later in 1980, Gary 
Holcomb, a geologist with the US Geological 
Survey, found the same microseism source 
and noted that it increased in intensity 
during storms. In 2005 it was the turn of 
Greg Bensen of the University of Colorado, 
Boulder, to rediscover the persistent pulse, 
and with more modern instruments he 
triangulated data to locate the source: it was 
coming from the Gulf of Guinea, off West 
Africa. 

In 2011, another seismologist, Garrett 
Euler of Washington University in St Louis, 
pinned down the source more precisely to an 
area known as the Bight of Bonny (or Bight of 
Biafra) close to Sao Tome and Principe, and 
hazarded a guess about its cause. 

The majority of microseisms are caused 
by ocean swell, in particular in shallow water 
on continental shelves where the variation 
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Renewed interest in 
fracking in the UK will 
bring more attention to 


bear on microseisms 
———SSEyEEEeEeee 


in the weight of water on the supporting 
geology below causes it to flex fractionally. 
These are called primary microseisms. 
Another type is caused by ocean waves 
coming in opposite directions interacting, 
known as secondary microseisms, and 

can be used to infer sea state in distant 
locations. Unlike the localised source seen 
on the Gulf of Guinea, this type of wave noise 
is spread over a wide area, and is completely 
dependent on weather conditions. 

Euler theorised that the 26-second source 
was the result of ocean waves reaching a 
particular section of coastline. However, the 
wave theory faced immediate opposition 
from a team at the Institute of Geodesy and 
Geophysics in Wuhan, China, led by Yingjie 
Xia, who argue for a volcanic source. Then 
things started to get more complicated. 

Since the original discovery in the 1960s, 
other persistent localised microseism 
sources have been identified. A 26-second 
source similar to the one on the Gulf of 
Guinea was found off Vanuatu in the South 
Pacific. In 2012, another one was found with 
a 10-second pulse time off Kyushu in Japan. 
One conspicuous feature that these two 
have in common is that they are both the 
sites of active volcanoes — the Japanese one 


corresponds to Aso Volcano, one of the most 
active in the world with 167 documented 
eruptions. Vanuatu is a chain of volcanic 
islands, many of them active. 

In addition, closer examination of data 
from the Gulf of Guinea revealed that there 
were multiple microseism sources at work. 
The Chinese team identified a 28-second 
source in addition to the original 26-second 
source, and in 2020 separated out a third 
source pulsing at 16-second intervals. 

In their interpretation, the similarity to 
microseisms seen off the east coast of 
Africa that have been traced to the Mayotte 
volcanic system strongly suggests that the 
multiple sources are also volcanic. There are 
not known to be any active volcanoes in the 
Gulf of Guinea; the persistent microseism 
sources may be a sign that active volcanoes 
are lurking somewhere underwater. There 
may be still more persistent microseisms 
out there, if their pulses can be separated 
out from the Earth’s continuous background 
noise of volcanic activity, shifting tectonic 
plates and storms. New Al-based filters may 
turn up many more of them. 

Earlier this year, a paper from Yongyan 
Chen of the University of Science and 
Technology of China proposed a wave-based 
solution which would account for the 26- 
and 28- second sources. This is based on 
a mathematical analysis which found their 
magnitudes matched the Gutenberg-Richter 
Law governing the distribution of earthquake 
intensities. In addition both microseisms 
were modulated by the size of swell at the 
time — hence Oliver’s original observation 
about the seasonal variation in the intensity 
of the microseisms. 

According to this latest work, the cause 
of the microseisms is “underground 
complex crack networks featuring fractal 
characteristics, and are dominantly driven 
by temporally random dynamic processes”. 
According to this theory, the microseisms 
are essentially caused by geological 
processes, but modulated by waves above. 
However, the matter is far from settled. 

This theory, though, takes us back to 
fracking: hydraulic fracturing to release 
trapped hydrocarbon causes some level 
of micro-seismicity because it produces 
a spiderweb of underground cracks in 
the underlying rock formation. As the 
continued attempts to pin down persistent 
sources show, we do not yet have a full 
understanding of how geology interacts 
with other factors to produce microseismic 
activity. 


MISSION IMPROBABLE 


In what is now an annual 
tradition, the Annals of 
Improbable Research have 
announced their 2022 Ig Nobel 
Prizes, intended to celebrate 
science that makes people laugh, 
then think, presented by real 
Nobel laureates at a ceremony 
that was once again online due to 
the continuing Covid restrictions 
in the US. 

Probably the most infamous Ig 
Nobel went to Kees Moeliker in 
2003 for his paper on homosexual 
necrophilia in mallard ducks, 
and this year the Physics Ig 
Nobel went jointly to the teams 
of Frank Fish and Zhi-Ming Yuan 
for another duck-related paper 
that explored why ducklings 
swim in a straight line behind 
their mother. Fish, appropriately 
enough a professor of fluid 
dynamics, had started the work 
by getting ducklings to swim 
behind a mechanical mother 
ina large tank of water, and 
Yuan had followed this up with 
detailed computer modelling. 
Between them they found that 
a linear formation saves energy 
for the ducklings, a bit like a car 
slipstreaming a truck, with the 
final duck benefitting the most. 

The Literature Prize went 
to Francis Mollica from the 
University of Edinburgh, who 
analysed what made legal 
documents so impenetrable, 
discovering that it was bad 
writing, not complicated 
concepts, that causes the 
problems. He said: “It’s 
inevitable that someone 
could [make contracts 
incomprehensible] for bad faith 
reasons, but we didn’t test those 
kinds of motives.” Alessandro 
Pluchino, Alessio Emanuele 
Biondo and Andrea Rapisarda 
received the Economics Prize for 
a mathematical explanation of 
why success goes to the luckiest 
people, not the most talented, 
making this the second IgNobel 
for Pluchino and Rapisarda, 
who won the 2010 management 
prize for demonstrating that 
organisations would be more 
efficient if they promoted people 
at random. 

Prof Gen Matsuzaki from the 


ABOVE: Ducks in a row inspired the 
Physics Prize-winning paper. RIGHT: A 
jaguar holding an enema bag: a perfect 
subject for the Art History Prize. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: A giant rubber cylinder simulating 
an elk getting hit by a vehicle in Magnus 
Gens’s award-winning research. 


Chiba Institute of Technology 
in Japan was recognised for 
“focusing on a problem that no 
one cares about”, winning him 
the Engineering Prize for work 
on “rotary control of columnar 
knobs”. This examined how many 
fingers were needed to turn 
knobs of different diameters, 
and concluded that “we cannot 
turn a columnar control of small 
diameter with all five fingers”. 
The Peace Prize was for an 
algorithm to help gossipers to 
decide when to tell the truth 
and when to lie, and the Applied 
Cardiology Prize went to Eliska 
Prochazkova, who discovered 
that when future romantic 
partners feel attraction for 

the first time, their heart rates 
synchronise. The Medicine 

prize was won by research that 
found chemotherapy patients 
suffer fewer side-effects 

when they eat ice-cream after 
treatment rather than being 
given ice cubes to suck. Work 

on constipation in scorpions 
and how it affects their mating 
prospects received the Biology 
Prize, while in a not unrelated 
area, the Art History Prize was 
given for work on depictions of 
“ritual enema scenes” in Mayan 


pottery. One piece of work that 
was honoured came into the 
“why didn’t someone think of 
that before?” category. Magnus 
Gens got the Safety Engineering 
Prize for developing the moose 
crash test dummy, which he 

did, he explained, because 
“Scandinavia had a very large 
moose population and car-moose 
collision is a huge problem with 
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This year's lg Nobel Prizes recognised excellence in the 
fields of doorknob turning and Mayan ritual enemas 


many fatal outcomes.” 

As he does every year, Annals 
of Improbable Research editor 
Mark Abrahams concluded 
the ceremony by wishing the 
researchers: “If you didn’t win an 
Ig Nobel tonight - and especially 
if you did — better luck next 
year.” improbable.com, 15 Sept; 
theguardian.com, 15 Sept; New 
Scientist, 24 Sept 2022. 
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EXHIBITION REPORT 


SCIENCE FICTION AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM 


The Science Museum's new exhibition, Science Fiction: Voyage to the Edge of Imagination, leaves DAVID V BARRETT 
feeling slightly overwhelmed — but he finds it's the small details in this blockbuster show that really connect. 


It’s easy to be overwhelmed by 
the Science Museum’s major 
new exhibition, Science Fiction: 


Voyage to the Edge of Imagination. 


It’s big, it’s noisy, it’s colourful, 
it has spacesuits and Robbie the 
Robot and a Darth Vader helmet 
and a Dalek. But if you just look 
at the big objects as you walk 
through, you'll miss so much 
that is worth spending time on. 
“Human science fiction lets 
your imaginations take you to 
destinations far beyond Earth,” 
says a sign near the beginning. 
“You take a creative approach to 
problem-solving too - soon your 
technology may let you travel 
to amazing places that once 
seemed impossible to reach.” 

Science fiction is supposed 
to be exciting, inspiring and 
informative, says curator Glyn 
Morgan, and that’s what this 
exhibition aims to be. We start 
by being taken in a small group 
into a shuttle, where we meet 
our guide on a screen, ALANN, 
Algorithm Artificial Neural 
Network. She’s a rather cute 
and occasionally glitchy AI who 
explains where we’re going and 
why; she provides continuity, 
a narrative thread through the 
journey we’re beginning, on 
board a space ship. 

From the shuttle, we are 
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Science fiction is 
supposed to be 
exciting, inspiring 
and informative 


debouched into the Cargo Bay, 
full of crates; and from there 
into the Exploration Deck, 
which focuses on our drive to 
explore space. Among much 
else there’s a model of the 

USS Enterprise from Star Trek 
and a replica of the Apollo 17 
spacesuit worn by Gene Cernan, 
the last man to walk on the 


Moon; the reality is more 
functional and somehow 

a bit scruffier than the 
fictional suits on either 
side. The display poses 
questions, such as whether 
humans should reach out 
into space. “Real intelligent 
extraterrestrials could be 
far stranger than anything 
you have imagined, and 
they might not always be as 
friendly or communicative 
as you hope. Human 
scientists, such as Stephen 
Hawking, have raised 
concerns for your safety. 
Are you sure you should 

be reaching out?” 


ABOVE LEFT: Visitors inside the Off- 
World section of the exhibition, while 

a swarm of bioluminescent creatures 
emerges above their heads. ABOVE 
RIGHT: Onboard the shuttle. LEFT. 
Sixteen-year-old Tilly Lockey, who lost 
her hands as a baby, wearing her glitter- 
covered bionic arms with pride. BELOW: 
Artificial hand prosthetic device powered 
by Carbon Dioxide, employing two 
miniature rolling sleeve valves complete 
lower arm with wrist rotator. 


From the Exploration Deck, 
ALANN leads us into the Bio 
Lab. One sign reads: “Science 
Fiction is a tool that can help 
you forge a better future.” SF 
has been used as inspiration, 
for example in biomedical 
4 devices: the DxtER from 

Basil Leaf Technologies 

won a competition for 

a real diagnostic tool 

based on the Tricorder 

medical sensor from 
Star Trek. Designed to be 
used without any medical 
training, it can diagnose 13 
medical conditions including 
diabetes, COPD, sleep apnea, 
stroke, TB and pneumonia. 
There’s a replica of Maria, 
a “machine person” from 
Fritz Lang’s astonishing 
_*®) film Metropolis (1927); 


f | \ she represents the very 


] real fear of people 
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TOP LEFT: Zeno R25 expressive humanoid robot with charger, by RoboKind . TOP CENTRE: Visitors in the Observation Deck. TOP RIGHT: Replica of Machinenmensch 
(‘Maria’) robot from Fritz Lang’s 1927 film Metropolis. ABOVE RIGHT: Darth Vader’s helmet, from Star Wars. ABOVE LEFT: Apollo 17 A7LB Lunar Extravehicular Mobility Unit 
Space Suit, replica, by Guard-Lee Inc., c. 1982-2002. 


being replaced and ultimately 
destroyed by machines which 
are intended to assist us. Next 
to the suit worn by Boris Karloff 
in Bride of Frankenstein, based 
on arguably the first SF novel, 
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
(1818), an interactive display 
asks us: What is a human? How 
much of a cyborg are we: for 
example, do we have dentures, 
or wear glasses? There’s a 
fascinating short video of 
16-year-old Tilly Lockey, aTV 
presenter and singer, who lost 
her hands through meningitis 
as a baby; having been pointed 
out as “different” all her life, 
she now wears her difference 
with pride, with glitter-covered 
and colourful bionic arms, 
artificial hands with which, 

she later showed me, she can 
move individual fingers and 
thumb, hold a glass, even write 
with a pen -a very together 


young person, an incredible 
inspiration, and science fiction 
made real. 

We walk along a spaceship 
corridor and are taken through 
a wormhole, with a beautiful 
swirling display representing 
bioluminescent creatures 
interacting with us as we 
move around the chamber. 

In the Computer Cave there 

is discussion of Artificial 
Intelligence and morality, both 
its benefits and its potential 
dangers: “When their data sets 
are too narrow, unintentional 
biases emerge that have led to 
discrimination in society.” 

On the Visualisation Deck 
we’re confronted with the huge 
problems facing humanity. In 
fiction, rising floodwaters engulf 
Manhattan in Kim Stanley 
Robinson’s novel New York 2140; 
food shortages and poverty 
are caused by climate change 


in Octavia Butler’s Parable of 
the Sower. Reality is just as 
concerning. A photograph of the 
explosion at Hiroshima is next 
to a small metal urn distorted 
by the atomic blast. A chart 
shows how the Doomsday Clock 
is now only 100 seconds away 
from midnight. The contributing 
factors in 2022 are the real 
world we’re living in right 

now: “USA, China and Russia 
modernise and expand nuclear 
efforts. Insufficient action on 
climate change. Covid-19 and 


other possible biological threats. 


Spread of false information 
across the Internet.” But there 
is hope; people are working 
on solutions. A model, picture 
and diagram show a new form 
of tent designed by architect 
Abeer Seikaly, “a portable, 
dignified shelter for displaced 
communities”; the material of 
her tents captures moisture in 


internal reservoirs; soft solar 
panels provide power. 

The final room is the 
Observation Deck, where we 
view the approaching Earth 
through a huge window: 
impressive, yes, but perhaps not 
the most constructive use of the 
room. 

This is a big exhibition; it’s 
probably not possible to take 
in all of it. But spend time with 
the small details - that’s the 
real heart of it all, however 
impressive the stage setting. 


Science 
Fiction: 
Voyage to 

the Edge of 
Imagination 
is at the 
Science 
Museum until 
4 May 2023. 
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GHOSTWATCH 


KEEPING AN EYE ON THE HAUNTED WORLD 


THE WITCH OF WOOKEY 


ABOVE LEFT: The ‘Witch of Wookey Hole’ in an old postcard. ABOVE RIGHT: A vintage cigarette card showing the original witch being turned to stone by a monk. 


Have you ever come across cursed 
properties, ghostly witches or demonic 
influences? An increasing number of 
people are claiming to be doing exactly 
that, with a spate of stories suggesting 
new life is being breathed into some 
antique concepts and disturbing 
phenomena such as possession, against 
a backdrop of a new wave of interest in 
witchcraft and demonology reflected in a 
headline in the Metro newspaper: “Hocus 
Pocus: There’s a rise in witchcraft bubbling 
up across the globe” (7 July 2022). 

The chance to see “inside a creepy 
abandoned monastery” reputedly “haunted 
by a cursed ghost of a vengeful monk” 
and “demons” at Sicignano monastery in 
Salerno, southern Italy, proved irresistible 
to Roman Roebeck, a Dutch photographer 
and ‘urban explorer’ who engages in 
expeditions to uncanny places in the 
fashion of the late Sir Simon Marsden 
(see FT287:26, 370:66-67 and his 
books In Ruins and This Spectred Isle for 
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They say they recited 
an ancient poem to 
awaken the spirit of the 
Witch of Wookey 


examples of his photos). This monastery 
was once home to Capuchin friars, part 
of the Franciscan order. Later it became a 
school and a college, but was eventually 
abandoned in 1973, falling into dereliction. 
Since then the ruins have acquired a 
legend involving a wicked monk who 
became infatuated with a local girl and 
seduced her. Apprehended, the girl was 
burned as a punishment and the wrathful 
monk — who was excused — cursed his 
brethren on his deathbed and now walks 
as a ghost. Legends like this flourished 
after the dissolution of the monasteries 
in Great Britain, supplying a foundation for 


many a ghost story. Nonetheless, most 
spectral monks in the UK manifest as 
quiet, solitary figures in the landscape, 
save for the spurious ‘Black Monk of 
Pontefract’ (FT293:28-37, 312:14-15, 
347:16-17) and a few miscellaneous 
nuisances. In contrast, the monk at 
Sicignano is deemed malevolent and 

his former home cursed and slandered 

as “the convent of the Devil’s monks”, 
despite the lack of any credible historical 
evidence for the tale. But one should never 
underestimate the capacity of people to 
be deeply moved by tripe (D.Mirror, 25 July 
2022). 

Meanwhile, English ghost hunters have 
been probing the famous Wookey Hole 
caverns near Wells, Somerset. Long a 
tourist attraction, the site now boasts 
a mini-theme park encompassing a 
museum, model dinosaurs and a pirate 
village for children. 

Now comes the astonishing claim that 
its legendary ‘Witch of Wookey’, originally 
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celebrated in an 18th century ballad, is 
manifesting for real. At least that’s the 
claim made by paranormal investigator 
Tony Ferguson and colleagues from 
Ghost2Ghost of Southampton, who all 
reported hearing a hostile female voice 
“hissing” at them in July 2022. Tony, 
his wife Bev, and researchers Debbie 
McAll and Emily Cowell say they recited 
an ancient poem to awaken the spirit 
of the sorceress, though why exactly 
they wanted to do this given her malefic 
reputation is not explained. Anyway, they 
were duly rewarded when they noticed a 
disconcerting change in the atmosphere 
and heard a woman’s voice “swearing 
and hissing” at them, saying “come at 
me” and “kill her”. At this point even their 
experienced tour guide Jamie Russell was 
apparently overcome and needed to step 
out. 

Mr Ferguson states: “I think she was 


trying to break us up, but we stuck together 


because of health and safety. There’s an 
effect called ‘drunken feeling’ where you 
start to feel like you’re swaying, usually 
that means there’s something around 

you trying to break into your energy.” 
Equally, this might mean people were 
entering into a dissociative state inside 
the darkened cave whereby a person’s 
mental equilibrium is affected. Such might 
be a sign of a mediumistic trance, but also 
a condition where one is prone to over- 
imagination. 

Mr Ferguson recalls having ghostly 
experiences since childhood, propelling 
him into exploring as an adult haunted 
locations, though he admits encountering 
few ghosts as overtly nasty as this one. 
The legend of the Witch of Wookey is long 
established, the cave first being mentioned 
as the “hole of the witch of Oky” in 1652 
by a Dutch diplomat, Lodewijck Huygens, 
brother of scientist Christian Huygens (the 
first astronomer to correctly identify the 
rings of Saturn). The story of the witch was 
expanded in the next century when a Dr 
Henry Harington produced a jaunty ballad, 
“The Witch of Wokey”, published in 1756. 
Harington describes her as a hag so ugly 
that all men spurned her. She revenged 
herself on the local community with crop 
failures, the death of livestock and even 
the disappearance of people. Her reign 
of terror ended after a priest and a monk 
exorcised her by permanently turning her 
to stone. 

Ghost2Ghost also spotted carvings 
etched into the rocks, which they attribute 
to the witch. However, more expert analysis 
by antiquarians Christopher Binding and 
Linda Wilson in 2010 suggests these are 
actually anti-witch markings (see FT392:36- 
43 for witch marks in Wookey Hole and 
other British caves), begging the question 


ABOVE: Witch marks found in Wookey Hole Caves — unlikely to have been made by the legendary witch. 


why the Witch of Wookey would carve them 
(unless she was into self-harming). 

Many of the symbols appear to be the 
letter W or the letter M, but it is thought 
they are double Vs, in reference to the 
Virgin Mary, again suggestive of anti-witch 
measures. 

Interestingly, there may have been a 
physical basis for the haunted reputation 
of the cave. In their study Binding and 
Wilson note a peculiar convection effect 
occurring in Wookey Hole at the ‘Witch’s 
Chimney’, whereby the body heat of 
people standing at its base displaces 
cold air above and causing it to descend 
down upon their heads. The presence of 
such a chill draught may have led people 
in earlier times to fear the presence of 
an evil spirit. (“Ritual Protection Marks in 
Wookey Hole and Long Hole, Somerset”, 
Christopher J Binding and Linda J Wilson 
(2010), Proceedings of the University of 
Bristol Speleological Society, vol.25(1), 
pp.47-73; www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england- 
somerset-40262004, 14 June 2007). 

Given the size of the Wookey Hole 
caverns, the possibility of strange acoustic 
effects should be considered. Descriptions 
of whispering and sibilant voices recall 
the nine-day wonder of the Brahan Rock 
a 200ft (60m) rock face on the Brahan 
Estate near Dingwall set in an area once 
roamed by the famous Brahan Seer, a 
17th century wizard and visionary, “the 
Scottish Nostradamus”. In October 1968 
strange noises blamed on the seer were 
heard issuing from it after dark, resembling 
“snoring, whispering, breathing, panting 
and gasping”. It led to up to 50 carloads 
of people gathering nightly to listen out for 
the sounds. Anomalous natural geological 


processes were suspected. (See The 
Gazetteer of Scottish and Irish Ghosts 
(1973) by Peter Underwood). 

If a hissing witch was not enough, just 
over a week later what some perceived 
as a photograph of the face of a phantom 
witch was claimed by the Birmingham- 
based group Outcast’s Paranormal. This 
ghost hunting group — not to be confused 
with US-based Outkast Paranormal, who 
pursue Bigfoot and UFOs — obtained 
their image in the ‘Witch’s Room’ 
inside the notorious haunted pub, the 
Ancient Ram Inn at Wotton-under-Edge in 
Gloucestershire, which has long cashed in 
on its haunted reputation. 

Kayn Baxter, 29, from Outcast’s 
Paranormal, said: “When we visited the 
location, we heard a few bangs and 
knocks. But the best of all was a photo that 
| caught, in the loft space, where nobody 
could walk to if they tried.” It is proposed 
that “an eye, a nose and smile are visible 
within the photograph, although half of the 
face appears to be missing”. 

This may not seem wholly absurd (see 
“Faceless Phantoms”, FT385:18-20) given 
psychologist Carl Jung (1873-1961) once 
found himself in bed with a ghostly woman 
lacking half her face at a haunted house in 
England in 1919. 

Outcast’s Paranormal connect their 
image with a legend of an accused witch 
who tried to take refuge in the pub before 
she was caught, tried and executed. 

A more sceptical view would postulate 
the ‘face’ is an example of pareidolia, the 
‘seeing faces in the clouds’ tendency of 
human brains for making patterns out of 
random markings. Such a tendency may 
be exacerbated by suggestion, especially 
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COURTESY WOOKEY HOLE CAVES 
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GHOSTWATCH 


by telling a person in advance what they 
should expect to see (though | must 
admit | can’t make it out with this image 
even after being thus primed). The same 
problem afflicts the sibilant whispers 
proposed as samples of ghostly ‘Electronic 
Voice Phenomena’ (EVPs) where telling the 
listener in advance predisposes one to 
hearing the words or phrases supposedly 
articulated (see Paranormal Acoustics, 
2015, by Steve Parsons and Cal Cooper 
et al — recommended reading for all 

active ghost hunters — and FT104:26-30, 
FT194:26-30, FT363:30-37, 372:46-49). 
Unfortunately, Outcast’s Paranormal tend 
to do exactly this with their EVPs recorded 
on other investigations, including Stoke 
Museum and the George Jarvis School in 
Herefordshire (“fast becoming known as 
one of the UK’s most haunted locations” 
according to Spooktacular Ghost Events, 
an entertainment company). Source: 
“Ghost hunters capture ‘witch’s face’ at 
notorious Midlands pub after hearing ‘loud 
bangs’”, birminghammail.co.uk, 16 July 
2022. 

But then maybe it is all part of the 
challenging and transgressive role of the 
witch to throw up such dilemmas. The 
workings of the brain and the possibility 
of extrasensory powers were raised in an 
account of the life of a contemporary witch 
living in East Kilbride in Scotland published 
in The People for 10 July 2022. Cat 
Hamilton, 58, experiences synzesthesia — 
the condition of experiencing sounds and 
music in a visual way — and sees them 
as an aspect of her psychic abilities. She 
believes she perceives auras, predicts 
the future and sees the dead, maintaining 
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“| think the rise of 
interest in witchcraft is 
definitely telling about 


the state of society” 
Sa Ee ee 


these gifts run in her family, shared with 
her mother Elspeth, 80, and her sister 
Laura, 55, whom her father refers to as 
“the three witches”. Cat has seen the 
ghosts of the recently dead, recalling: 
“My cousin Beverly passed away in 2000, 
from a brain tumour. At her funeral, | saw 
her sitting in the church with her head in 
her hands. She looked distressed and 
confused. Through silent communication, 
| told her it was OK to let go and move 
on.” On another occasion, she saw the 
grandfather of a former boyfriend as a 
crisis apparition an hour before learning of 
his death. He appeared as a young able- 
bodied man, not as a frail elderly chap 

in a wheelchair whom she knew (people 
appearing younger can be a feature of 
apparitional experiences). She later saw 
the same figure at his funeral. 

An increasing number of ghost hunters 
are also citing demonic influences or 
activity as a cause of hauntings. This 
led to several critical reviews of the 
idea presented at the conference of the 
Association for the Scientific Study of 
Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP) at Bath, 
held over 2-3 September 2022, with 
two referencing demonic possession. 
One was delivered by Beth Darlington, 
“Demonic Possession and Alternative 


LEFT: The notoriously haunted Ancient Ram 

Inn at Wotton-under-Edge in Gloucestershire. 
BELOW: The face of a witch — can you see it? — 
photographed in the pub’s loft. 


OUTCAST’S PARANORMAL 


Explanations”, and one by myself, “Can 
a scientific approach be taken to spirit 
and demonic possession?” (My answer 
is yes, but only if you’re prepared to 
read the serious literature and consider 
it from all perspectives, including the 
sceptical and medical to the psychical or 
spiritualist). More widely, | believe a rise in 
demonic belief to be part of a longer and 
accelerating cultural trend (see “Tackling 
Witches and Demons in the 21st Century”, 
Alan Murdie (2005) Justice of the Peace 
vol 169, p853). Curiosity about such 
subjects as magical powers is also rising, 
as shown in the scale of popular interest 
in witchcraft-based alternative therapies 
and healings. This was demonstrated 
by a recent analysis of Google monthly 
search trends conducted by Salience, a 
marketing research company, showing the 
UK averaging 1,600 searches for “making 
moon water”, 4,400 searches on charging 
crystals, 22,200 for crystal healing and 
9,900 for “how to manifest”. The same 
Metro article (7 July 2022) quoted Lottie 
Salako, 26, a white witch: “I think the 
rise of interest in witchcraft and magic is 
definitely telling about the state of society.” 
A sign of the times is reflected in the 
choice of Bavarian State Opera’s annual 
festival choosing The Devils of Loudun 
by Polish composer Krzysztof Penderecki 
(1933-2020) as its opening production. 
This has a libretto inspired by Aldous 
Huxley’s book The Devils of Loudon (1952) 
on the mass possession at a convent of 
Ursuline nuns and the downfall of the 17th- 
century priest Urbain Grandier, a libertine 
accused of consorting with the Devil and 
bringing about mass demonic possession 
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ABOVE: The Bavarian State Opera’s new production of Penderecki’s The Devils of Loudun, which reportedly sent some operagoers fleeing for the exits. 


of Ursuline nuns (See FT424:37). Famously 
filmed by Ken Russell as The Devils (1971), 
the book, film and opera explore Grandier’s 
execution at the stake for witchcraft as 

a study of transcendence, mob rule and 
political opportunism, treating it as an 
allegory, making a martyr of Grandier and 
linking the tragedy with the repression and 
ideological violence in 20th-century Poland 
under Communist rule. (New York Times, 
29 June 2022) 

In contrast, many portions of the Church 
of England are rather embarrassed by any 
discussions of possession or the diabolic 
(with mention of the Devil being removed 
from Baptism ceremonies in 2014 — see 
“Devil vows to be taken out of Christening 
services as Church of England aims to 
widen appeal”, /ndependent, 14 July 2014), 
but beliefs in discarnate supernatural 
entities are thriving in other faiths. 

Of course, it’s a long time since 
anyone was executed or prosecuted for 
witchcraft or spiritual beliefs in Britain, but 
the possibility arises with proposals to 
criminalise forms of so-called ‘conversion 
therapy’ under the Conversion Therapy 
(Prohibition) Bill being introduced by a 
Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament. Its 
aim is the “prohibition of sexual orientation 
and gender identity conversion therapy” 
for minors or non-consenting adults, but 
which campaigners hope can be extended 
to certain forms of exorcism, the first 
legislative attempt in several centuries 
(aside from a call by Diane Abbot MP in 
2005 to “ban these witchcraft churches”, 
Independent, 18 June 2005). The Bill is 
being promoted by Liberal Democrat MP 
Wera Hobhouse, proposing to make it an 


offence “for any person to practise, or 

to offer to practise, conversion therapy” 
defined as “any practice aimed at a person 
or group of people which demonstrates 

an assumption that any sexual orientation 
or gender identity is inherently preferable 
and which has the predetermined purpose 
of attempting to (a) change a person’s 
sexual orientation or gender identity, or (b) 
suppress a person’s expression of sexual 
orientation or gender identity.” 

The Bill has proved controversial, for 
instance in its prospects of limiting choices 
in bodily autonomy in matters of medical 
treatment and therapy, and a cause of 
concern to some psychoanalysts and 
therapists involved with the counselling 
or treatment of cases of unwanted same 
sex attractions arising from childhood 
sexual abuse. Others fear any ban 
will prove a springboard for restricting 
exorcisms, prayer and deliverance ministry 
practised by different religions, as in 
Indonesia with Islamic exorcist practices 
(South China Morning Post, 25 Apr 2021) 
and Cyprus (“Cyprus Push to Ban Gay 
Conversion Therapy Amid Exorcism Claim”, 
International Business Times News, 6 Apr 
2022). Psychoanalysis and sex therapy 
can spread into fortean territory, examples 
including cases of people experiencing 
unwanted sexual desires and attractions 
ascribed to possession by spirits or 
arising from reincarnation and ‘past 
life’ memories and perspectives, which 
conceive of consciousness and the mind 
as not necessarily being embodied within 
the physical brain but open to remote 
paranormal influences (see Psychic Self 
Defence: Revised edition by Dion Fortune). 


Exorcism has been banned in Britain 
before, from the reigns of Edward VI and 
Elizabeth | when it was branded as ‘popery’ 
and a pre-Reformation Catholic practice. 
Prohibition did not end practices, but 
drove it underground; ironically, one result 
was a rise in folk magic and witchcraft as 
an alternative demonic countermeasure, 
leading to the execution of a number 
of white witches and cunning folk who 
attempted to cleanse individuals and 
houses of poltergeists and evil spirits. (See 
A History of Anglican Exorcism: Deliverance 
and Demonology, Francis Young, 2018; 
Religion and the Decline of Magic, Keith 
Thomas, 1970). 

Rites of exorcism came to be recognised 
again in the mid-20th century with a 
resumption of the practice from the 
1960s. Within the Church of England a 
call was made to ban exorcism again after 
a murder case at Osset in 1974 (see 
FT313:36-38) by liberal theologians such 
as Don Cupitt, amid an upsurge in alleged 
possession cases noted by Fortean Times 
in the 1970s. However, some clinicians 
admitted parallels between mainstream 
psychiatric practice and exorcism even if 
recommending physical treatments and 
psychological attention (see ‘Exorcism: A 
Psychiatric Viewpoint’ by WH Trethorwan, 
Journal of Medical Ethics, 1976, 2, pp.127- 
7A 

Given the lessons of history, ultimately 
any bans in this direction are no more likely 
to deter people resorting to rituals founded 
in diverse religious, spiritual and esoteric 
customs and practices, than executing 
witches ever stopped belief in witchcraft or 
exorcism in the past. 
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“MEDICAL BAG 


This month's health tips include baking an owl and grinding it into a 
health-restoring powder and keeping a close eye on unruly pubic hair 
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ABOVE LEFT: Diagram of the human body, showing the veins to be opened for blood-letting, 16th century. ABOVE RIGHT: ‘Ring of urines’ diagram, for diagnoses based on 
the colour of a patient’s urine, 15th century. 


MEDIAVAL MEDS 

As part of a project to share its 
resources online, Cambridge 
University Library has posted 
manuscripts containing a 
selection of curious medieval 
cures on its website. These 
include two cures for gout, one 
involving baking an owl and then 
grinding it into a powder and 

the other stuffing a puppy with 
snails and sage royal, roasting 

it and making a salve from 

the rendered fat. A recipe for 
dealing with cataracts, described 
as a “web in the eye” involves 
taking the gall bladder of a hare 
and some honey, mixing them 
together and then applying it 

to the eye with a feather over 
the course of three nights. The 
university intends to digitise, 
catalogue and conserve more 
than 180 medizeval medical 
manuscripts over the next two 
years as part of its Curious Cures 
project. The volumes contain 


\ 


more than 8,000 unedited 
medical recipes, mostly from the 
14" and 15" centuries, although 
the oldest is 1,000 years old. 
Project leader James Freeman 
said: “For all their complexities, 
medieval medical recipes 

are very relatable to modern 
readers. Many address ailments 
that we still struggle with today: 
headaches, toothache, diarrhoea, 
coughs, aching limbs. They 

show medizval people trying 

to manage their health with the 
knowledge that was available to 
them at the time — just as we do.” 
irishexaminer.com, 17 Aug 2022. 


KNOCK, KNOCK! 

Douglas Masson, a mental 
health nurse at the Royal 
Edinburgh Hospital with over 
30 years’ experience, was put 
on a two-year caution order 

by the Nursing and Midwifery 
Council (NMC) after repeatedly 
knocking on the door of a 


patient experiencing several 
mental health conditions, 
including paranoia, then running 
away. At his tribunal Masson 
admitted that it was “not the 
best thing to do”, that it was out 
of character and a “matter of 
poor judgement”. He showed 
“genuine remorse” for his 
actions, although he was unable 
to explain why he had done such 
a thing. news.stc.tv, 8 Aug 2022. 


SUDUKO SPASM 
Recovering in hospital from 
injuries received when he 

was caught in an avalanche, 
Dominik Ehrich, 25, a student 
from Germany, tried to pass the 
time by solving a sudoku puzzle. 
As he did so, he developed 
uncontrollable spasms in his 
left arm that swiftly escalated. 
“T fell out of my wheelchair,” 
Ehrich said. “I couldn’t move, I 
couldn’t talk or shout for help, 
so I was on the floor for some 


time.” Investigations revealed 
that he solved puzzles by 
imagining them in 3D, and it 
was well known in the medical 
literature that similar seizures 
can be triggered by visual- 
spatial tasks. “When I doa 
sudoku or a crossword puzzle 
and concentrate on a spot, while 
still scanning the horizontal and 
vertical options, my left hand 
freaks out,” Ehrich explained. 
“Freaks out means: a tremor 
begins. My hand cramps and 
moves without control. This 

will grow, unless I close my 

eyes. So my left hand is like 

the epicentre of a seizure.” 
Electroencephalography showed 
that if a seizure began, it would 
stop as soon as Ehrich ceased 
trying to solve a puzzle. It 
appeared brain damage caused 
by the lack of oxygen while he 
was buried by the avalanche had 
predisposed him to this kind of 
seizure, the first on record to be 
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caused specifically by sudoku. 
As a result, Ehrich stopped 
trying to do puzzles and has 
been free of seizures ever since. 
medpagetoday.com, 4 Dec 2015. 


NOT SHRINKING! 

In Thailand, the Anti-Fake News 
Center of the Ministry of Digital 
Economy and Society issued an 
official statement that Covid-19 
does not shrink men’s penises 
after a social media post from a 
man who claimed his member 
had shrunk after a bout of Covid 
went viral. The ministry said 
“the current study has found 

no clear evidence of the shorter 
symptoms associated with a 
Covid-19 infection. This still 
requires further study in the 
future.” thepattayanews.com, 26 
July 2022. 


OVERDOING IT 

A middle-aged man in the UK 
was hospitalised after going to 
the doctor after suffering from 
recurrent vomiting, nausea, leg 
cramps, tinnitus, abdominal 
pain, dry mouth, increased thirst 
and diarrhoea for almost three 
months, during which he’d lost 
28lb (12.7kg) in weight. On 
questioning, it became clear 
that these problems had started 
a month after a nutritional 
therapist had put him on an 
intensive vitamin regime for 
previous health issues including 
tuberculosis, a build-up of fluid 
on the brain, chronic sinusitis, 
bacterial meningitis, and an 
inner ear tumour. It turned 

out that as well as a cocktail of 
vitamins, some at considerably 
higher doses than the human 
body requires, he had also been 
told to take a mix of minerals, 
probiotics, borax and salt and, 
although he’d stopped taking 
the cocktail, it had not stopped 
his symptoms. Hospital tests 
showed that his kidneys were 
also not working properly due 
to the overload of vitamins and 
minerals they had to deal with. It 
also revealed that the dose of one 
of them, vitamin D, was at a level 
400 times the recommended 
daily intake for humans, and 
most of the symptoms were 

a result of vitamin D toxicity. 
Stopping taking the substances 
had not immediately solved the 
problem as vitamin D builds 

up in the body and only turns 


over very slowly, so symptoms 
can last for weeks. The man was 
hospitalised for eight days and 
treated with IV fluids to flush 
out his system, as well as being 
given bisphosphonates to lower 
calcium levels in the blood 
which had built up as a side 
effect of the vitamin D overdose, 
but even two months after his 
discharge, his vitamin D levels 
remained high. Usually, humans 
can obtain all the vitamin D they 
need through diet and exposure 
to sunlight and do not need 
supplements. sciencealert.com, 8 
July 2022. 


HAIRY ESCAPE 

After a fortnight of agony, a 
57-year-old man from Geelong, 
Australia, sought help from 
medics for pain in his genitals. 
After drugs failed to help, he 
was referred to hospital, where 
doctors discovered that he had 

a mass of pubic hair trapped 
under his foreskin where it had 
wrapped round the penis just 
below the head, constricting it so 
that it was less than 1cm (0.4in) 
in diameter. This had caused 
extensive wounds and scarring 
and had completely divided his 
urethra at the end. The man, who 
had multiple health issues and 
was described by the hospital 

as “unkempt” was suffering 
from hair tourniquet syndrome, 
where hair or thread gets tightly 
wrapped around the fingers, 
toes or genitals, and cuts off 

the blood supply. It is usually 
found in children and can 
require surgery and sometimes 
amputation. Doctors removed 
the hair, but the man fled the 
hospital when they explained 
the risks of the surgery needed 
to save the remaining penile 
tissue. He eventually returned 
and was operated on, saving 

his member but leaving it 
permanently deformed. 
Commenting on the case, which 
was published in the journal 
Urology Case Reports, Dr Rich 
Viney, a urologist at University 
Hospitals Birmingham NHS 
Foundation Trust, said “I’ve seen 
a wide variety of man-made 
items throttling the penis but not 
pubic hair... the reality is that 
this could’ve been avoided if the 
patient was washing beneath his 
foreskin regularly.” dailymail. 
co.uk, 8 Apr 2022. 
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MYTHCONCEPTIONS 


by Mat Coward 


262: ORANGE ORANGES 


When an orange is ripe its skin turns orange; when a lemon is 
ripe its skin turns yellow. Limes are green. 


The “truth” 


In most of the world, ripe citrus fruits are green. The colouring 
comes, as you’d expect, from chlorophyll, which is destroyed by 
cold. As citrus is mostly grown in climates that are warm year- 
round, the chlorophyll remains, and so does the green colour. 

Skin colour is entirely a matter of ambient temperature, and 
nothing to do with the fruit’s stage of development. The cooler the 
conditions, the more the chlorophyll will die and the more a lemon 
will turn lemon-coloured — but if there’s a sudden reversal of the 
surrounding temperature, it’s possible for the fruit to re-green. Buy 
an imported lime from a supermarket and it will be green; grow it on 
your temperate patio and it will turn yellow at the end of summer, 
just like a lemon. According to a specialist nursery in Sussex, The 
Citrus Centre, colour is not a reliable indicator of ripeness, but size 
is: “If it looks big enough, use it,” regardless of colour. 


Disclaimer 


There will undoubtedly be readers of our learned journal who are 
better informed about citrus farming than this column is. If hue 
know better, please use the letters column to peel away our errors. 


Sources 


The Citrus Centre Newsletter, Oct 2020; https://gizmodo. 
com/everything-you-know-is-wrong-oranges-aren-t- 
orange-1097312640; https://plantscientist.wordpress. 
com/2014/12/04/why-is-my-orange-green/ 


Mythchaser 

A truth universally acknowledged, at least on the Internet, is 
that the oranges sold in regions such as Europe and North 
America are always coloured orange, so as to meet 

customer expectations, either by waxing, chilling, exposure 

to ethylene, or actual dyeing. Is this true? And if so, does 

it also apply to yellow lemons, and orange tangerines? And 

what happens if there’s a power cut in the supermarket during a 
heatwave — do the fruits revert to their natural colour? 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY HUNT EMERSON 
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THE C@)NSPIRASPHERE 


The ongoing whodunit of the Nord Stream pipelines sabotage has seen both the mainstream 
and the Conspirasphere trading in partisan theories rather than facts says NOEL ROONEY 


PIPELINE TO 
CONSPIRACY 

The island of Bornholm is 

the site of many mysteries. 
Excavations have found 
evidence of people inhabiting 
the place since very ancient 
times, and suggested 

that there was some ritual 
significance associated with 
it. The Templars are said to 
have had a settlement there, 
and to have built some of the 
churches that grace the island. 
Some authors claim that the 
island’s churches, castles 
and monuments are laid out 
according to an esoteric plan 
of sacred geometry that has 
dictated the fate of Bornholm 
since time immemorial. 

More recently, Bornholm 
has been in the news for a 
different kind of mystery. The 
sabotage of the Nord Stream 
pipelines occurred in the 
vicinity of the island; whether 
this adds to the place’s aura 
of strangeness, or merely 
confirms it, is a question for 
folk more esoterically equipped 
than this writer. But the attack 
ona main artery for natural 
gas into Europe from Russia, 
now that’s a mystery worth 
contemplating, and perhaps 
has a kind of high strangeness 
all its own. 

The mystery, clearly, is 
of the whodunit variety. No 
group or state has claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
and, as a result, a whole 
number of states and their 
lesser organs have grasped 
the opportunity to blame their 
traditional enemies or the 
bad guys du jour. Elaborate 
theories have been proposed 
to allow the suspicion that, for 
instance, Russia sabotaged its 
own installation and incurred 
repair costs likely running into 
billions, so it could hold Europe 
to ransom; or that the US, 
eager to throw a spanner in the 
gas works, blew up the pipeline 
to let Europe know where its 
real interests lie. 

At this point, it might be 
worth reminding ourselves 


One might 
wonder what 
kind of world we 
are inhabiting 
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that the reason we have 
conspiracy theories is, 
simply put, because we have 
conspiracies; if we didn’t, 
there wouldn’t be a whole lot 
to theorise about. | mention 
this because, clearly, the 
plot to blow up Nord Stream 
is aconspiracy; and, equally 
clearly, all conjectures about 
who did it, who benefits, and 
why are, properly speaking, 
conspiracy theories. 

I’ve combed through 
a veritable avalanche of 
media outlets to try and 
find a relatively unbiased 
assessment of the attack. 
To date, I’ve not found one; 
it seems that the finger of 
blame is on the hand of 
partisan pointers in this case. 
What | have noticed, though, 
and this is passing strange, 
is that the speculations in 
the mainstream are eerily 
similar to those in the 
Conspirasphere. And the 
partisan aspect of the affair is 
as strong in the C-sphere as it 
is in the halls of power. 

I’m sure that, somewhere on 
a forum, someone has posted 
the theory that the attack was 
carried out by shape-shifting 
reptilian aliens (it would be 
rather disappointing if they 


hadn’t); but for the most part, 
you would be hard pressed 

to register a significant 
difference in the approach 

of the mainstream and the 
alternative bods on this one. 
Whether this is an anomaly, an 
artefact of a wartime model, or 
an actual overlap of interests 
is an intriguing question. 

I’ve been observing the 
gradual migration of conspiracy 
theory into the mainstream for 
some years now; and generally 
the movement has been 
from the C-sphere towards 
the mainstream. But the very 
particular furore around the 
pipeline attack has, | think, a 
different character. It looks 
more like a mutual overlap 
than a shift from one side or 
the other. 

Is it possible that 
conspiracist thinking, once a 
marginal pursuit, apparently, 
and then an object of ridicule 
(it still is in many respects), 
has managed somehow to 
contaminate the arena of 
realpolitik that, in theory, is the 
preserve of the ‘real’ news? 
Have journalists across the 
board taken to the kind of 
speculation that was once 
considered the preserve of 
furtive individuals in tin foil 
hats? | think something of this 
kind is going on; not wholesale 
perhaps, but a definite drift. 

| should point out that I’m 
not thinking about who gets 
the blame in any particular 
news story or alternative 
article; that matter is settled 
along partisan lines, as usual. 


TOP: The gas leak at Nord Stream 2 
seen from a Danish fighter jet. 


And in this case, the partisan 
bias is underscored by one’s 
position on the conflict in 
Ukraine, which is obviously the 
background against which the 
attack took place. It’s more 
that the approach, relying on 
unidentified insider sources 
and odd scraps of information 
from less than official sources, 
or titbits that, in other 
circumstances, would seem 
irrelevant or marginal, appears 
spookily similar. 

At the point where 
conjectures from a 
conspiracist bear comparison 
with the conjectures of a 
mainstream journalist, or 
vice versa, one might wonder 
what kind of world we are 
inhabiting. On the other hand, 
perhaps the complexities 
of this event, and the fatally 
tangled web of alliances, 
enmities and motives that it 
is so clearly laced with, look 
the same whichever side of 
the conspiracy curtain you are 
peering from, or similar enough 
that either party can talk about 
them in much the same way. 

I’m not sure how happy 
| would be to live in a world 
where telling the difference 
between conspiracy theory 
and evidence-based journalism 
becomes difficult. Whether that 
means that the conspiracists 
should get back to what they 
are good at and blame the 
lizards, or that the mainstream 
should take a deep breath 
and try to remember a working 
definition of the word ‘fact’, | 
am not entirely sure. 

| began studying conspiracy 
theory because | was 
fascinated by the difference in 
the mode of thinking employed 
to investigate real-world 
events. | believe that mode of 
thinking is legitimate, even if it 
sometimes allows nonsense 
to take the stage. Perhaps | 
should simply welcome the 
‘new journalism’ into the fold 
and be happy. Perhaps. 


CIRCLES & PUZZLING HOLES 


COUNTING THE COST OF 
CROP CIRCLES 

As the 2022 crop circle season 
draws to a close, it is clear that 
there was only a fraction of the 
number that used to appear at 
the phenomenon’s height in the 
1990s, with the majority found in 
Wiltshire and adjacent counties. 
What was different this year was 
that the circle season coincided 
with a food crisis caused by the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
that has caused a major surge in 
grain and oil prices. Apparently, 
the wheat price per tonne on the 
London futures market is up 30 
per cent since 2021 and barley 
40 per cent. As a result, the 
Guardian newspaper decided to 
mark the end of the circle season 
with an analysis of the economic 
impact of crop circles on the 
farming community. 

Their survey looked at the 
cost to farmers of land affected 
by crop circles since 2018 and 
took the view, as most of the 
farmers do, that all crop circles 
were made by humans. In that 
period, they estimated that 92 
formations had been made, 
with a total area equivalent to 
more than 40 football pitches, 
resulting in a total financial loss 
to farmers of £30,000 in income, 
spread over the five years. This 
amounts to £6,000 a year across 
farms in several counties and 
an average of £320 a circle. 

The paper also calculated that 
wheat and barley destroyed over 
the period could have made 
300,000 loaves of bread, and that 
the flattened rapeseed could 
have produced 600 litres of oil. 
While circle makers say they do 
not damage the crop, farmers 
maintain that their actions 
make it almost impossible to 
harvest it, as combine harvesters 
cannot cut below 15cm (6in) 
above the soil without risk of 
wrecking the machine. However, 
this does not seem to stop many 
farmers eradicating formations 
almost as soon as they appear by 
harvesting the crop in the field. 
Farmers also maintain that they 
cannot claim for the damage on 
insurance as the excesses are too 
high for it to be worthwhile, and 


ABOVE: A crop circle first reported 

on 27 July 2022 in a wheat field at 
Tawsmead Copse, Wiltshire. RIGHT: 
One of the mysterious sets of holes 
found on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. 


they say reports to police are not 
taken seriously. North Dorset 
farmer George Hosford is quoted 
as saying that a 70m (230ft) 
formation on his land “wiped out 
all of the wheat, around three 

or four tonnes of it,” and he 
estimates he lost about £1,000 in 
income as a result, plus £200 he 
had spent on fertiliser, seeds and 
other operational costs growing 
the crop (which would normally 
come out of the income). Farmers 
also claimed further damage 
was caused by sightseers after 
images were posted on crop 
circle websites, although these 
usually make it clear whether 
farmers are permitting access 

or not. 

At the peak of the crop circle 
phenomenon many farmers 
welcomed the formations as 
profit margins were not as 
tight, food prices were lower, 
and a more relaxed insurance 
regime meant they could claim 
for damage while at the same 
time charging the large number 
of sightseers for entry to their 
fields. A few enterprising 


landowners even arranged 
paid-for sightseeing flights over 
their circles, and some allegedly 
colluded with circle makers 

to ensure spectacular and 
profitable formations appeared 
regularly on their land. Now, with 
the financial metrics stacking up 
rather differently in the farmers’ 
eyes and sightseeing numbers 
falling to a trickle, circles are no 
longer seen as potential financial 
windfalls, and the result is a 
hostile environment for circle 
makers, whoever they might be. 
theguardian.com, 24 Sept 2022. 


MARINE MYSTERY HOLES 
Researchers from the US 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) carrying out exploration 
and mapping of the submerged 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge mountain 
range in the Charlie-Gibbs 
Fracture Zone and on the Azores 
Plateau discovered several 

sets of identical, slit-shaped 
holes punched in straight 

lines across an otherwise flat 
and sandy ocean floor, with no 
clue as to their origin. NOAA 
admit to being baffled, saying: 
“We observed several of these 
sublinear sets of holes in the 
sediment. These holes have been 
previously reported from the 


A hostile environment for cereal artists, 
plus mystery marks on the ocean floor 


STEVE ALEXANDER 


NOAA 


region, but their origin remains 
a mystery.” The holes were found 
on a dive that reached a depth 
of 1.7 miles (2.7km) and were 
recorded by a remotely operated 
camera. A NOAA spokesperson 
said: “While they look almost 
human-made, the little piles 

of sediment around the holes 
make them seem like they were 
excavated by... something.” 
Scientists have suggested that 
they could have been made by an 
unknown expedition taking core 
samples, or might be burrows of 
marine creatures, the result of 
outgassing of methane from the 
sediment, or even water from 
underground springs, but no 

one has been able to come up 
with more than speculation as 

to their origin, and they remain 
mysterious. aol.com/news, 26 July 
2022. 
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STRANGE DAYS 


NECROLOG | 


ANN SHULGIN 
Without Ann Shulgin and her 
fourth husband Alexander 
(Sasha), today’s renewed 
interest in the therapeutic 
potential of psychedelic drugs 
might not have happened. 
Ann was born in New Zealand 
to an American diplomat and 
New Zealand mother and led a 
peripatetic existence, moving 
with her father’s postings 
until the family settled in San 
Francisco. There she trained 
as an artist and worked as a 
medical transcriber. Although 
she encountered psychedelics 
in her 20s, describing her first 
mescaline experience as “one 
extraordinary blessed day”, it 
wasn’t until she met Sasha, a 
research chemist with a licence 
for classified drugs, at a party in 
1978 that her interest became 
more than casual. Bonding over 
their shared interest, the couple 
married in 1981 and set about 
serious drug research at their 
home laboratory, known as “the 
farm”, in Lafayette, California. 
Sasha generated hundreds of 
psychedelic compounds, and he 
and Ann would try them before 
sharing them with a small group 
of volunteers to assess their 
effects and potential. Initially, 
they were able to publish their 
results in academic journals, but 
the Reagan era “War on Drugs” 
led to their gradual exclusion 
from the academic mainstream. 
Undeterred, the Shulgins set 
up Transform Press, in 1991 and 
put out the hugely influential 
book PiHKAL: A Chemical 
Love Story (PiHKAL standing 
for “phenethylamines I have 
known and loved”) covering 
the synthesis and effects of 179 
members of the phenethylamine 
class of drugs. This was well 
received, but not by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) who viewed this and 
their subsequent book TiHKAL: 
The Continuation (“tryptamines 
Ihave known and loved”) as 
little better than “cookbooks on 
how to make illegal drugs”. As 
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ABOVE LEFT: Ann Shulgin in 2011. ABOVE RIGHT: Frank Drake at Cornell in 2017. 


a result, the Shulgins lost their 
research licence and had their 
property raided by the DEA. 
They continued to research 
drugs after that but only ones 
not classified as banned. 

While Sasha was the chemist, 
Ann was the psychologist in the 
partnership. Lacking any formal 
training, her natural empathy 
and extensive reading led her 
to describe herself as a “lay 
therapist”. She was especially 
knowledgeable in Jungian 
psychotherapy and believed we 
all have a “shadow”, that part 
of us that we repress because 
it is troubling or frightening. 
Psychedelics, she believed, 
helped people come to terms 
with their shadow and learn 
to accept and love themselves. 
She was a firm believer that 
therapists should always 
have taken any drug they 
administered to their patients, 
so they understand its effects, 
and should face their own 
“shadow” before treating others. 
She was enthusiastic about the 
potential of MDMA (Ecstasy) 
for achieving this and one of the 
Shulgins’ self-published books 
extolled the drug’s therapeutic 
benefits. It was some years 
before conventional medicine 
caught up, but MDMA is now 
at an advanced stage in trials 
for treating post-traumatic 
stress disorder, anxiety and 
alcoholism. “We lost years and 
years of research ability because 
of the attitude and fears around 
psychedelics. But we wouldn’t 


be where we are if it wasn’t for 
Ann and Sasha,” said Wendy 
Tucker, the Shulgins’ daughter. 

From the 1990s Ann hosted 
regular weekly potluck dinners 
for family, friends and passing 
psychedelics afficionados. She 
continued these after Sasha’s 
death in 2014 and remained 
active in psychedelic and 
bohemian circles in California 
while managing Transform Press 
and acting as the guardian of 
Sasha’s legacy. 

Ann Shulgin, psychedelics 
researcher, author and therapist; 
born, New Zealand, 22 Mar 1931; 
died, Lafayette, California, 9 July 
2022, aged 91. 


FRANK DRAKE 

Frank Drake was largely 
responsible for SETI (the 
Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence). “Frank 

founded an entire field,” says 
astrophysicist Andrew Siemion. 
“He played a crucial role in 
creating the framework through 
which we can apply the tools 

of astronomy and physics to 
understanding and answering 
existential questions.” Drake 
was born to a Baptist family 

in Chicago and his interest 

in extraterrestrial life was 
triggered at age eight when his 
father told him that there were 
other planets in space. After 
feeding his scientific curiosity 
with visits to Chicago’s Museum 
of Science and Industry, he 
studied physics and engineering 
at Cornell before spending 


This month, we bid farewell to a pioneering researcher into the therapeutic 
potential of psychedelics and the astronomer who helped put SETI on the map 


three years in the Navy and then 
doing a PhD in radio astronomy 
at Harvard, after which he 
joined the National Radio 
Observatory. 

The Drake Equation, which 
estimates the potential number 
of detectable civilisations in the 
Milky Way, is only one of Drake’s 
scientific achievements in SETI 
and other fields. He made the 
first radio map of the Milky 
Way’s centre, was one of the 
first astronomers to accurately 
measure the temperature 
of Venus’s atmosphere, co- 
discovered the intense radiation 
belts that surround Jupiter, 
and for many years served 
as Director of the Arecibo 
Observatory in Puerto Rico. 

His first foray into SETI was 

in 1960, when he launched the 
two-month Project Ozma that 
listened for intelligent signals 
from two of our nearest Sun- 
like stars, Tau Ceti and Epsilon 
Eridani. At the time, this was 
far from the accepted approach; 
rival strategies included 
searching for alien probes in our 
own Solar System, looking for 
laser signals, and seeking giant 
energy harvesting structures 
around other stars, but by taking 
the initiative and actually 
launching a search, Drake 

set the agenda for the next 

60 years. His famed equation 
came about by accident a year 
later; when planning a meeting 
with astronomers (including a 
young Carl Sagan) he needed 
something to guide discussions 
and came up with a seven-factor 
equation that linked widely 
accepted elements such as the 
rate of star formation to an 
increasingly speculative list 

of factors, culminating in the 
number of worlds containing 
life and the longevity of 
technological civilisations. 

It was never intended as a 
major statement, but swiftly 
caught the imagination of both 
astronomers and the public, 
becoming a powerful force in 
shaping the direction of SETI. 
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“Tt has stood the test of time,” 
Drake said. “I’ve never had to 
change the factors, although 
I’ve tweaked some of their 
definitions.” 

He established another SETI 
landmark in 1974, when he used 
the Arecibo telescope’s giant 
dish to send the Earth’s first 
deliberate message to other 
planets, directed at M13, a star 
cluster more than 22,000 light- 
years away. The transmission 
only lasted three minutes, but 
for that time, on its specific 
wavelength, it outshone the Sun 
by a factor of 100,000. Given 
the distance it has to travel, 
the message is still only 0.2% 
of its way to M13, so it will be 
some time before we get any 
response. Drake’s attempts 
at sending messages to other 
civilisations did not stop there. 
He collaborated with Carl Sagan 
and Linda Salzman to design 
the Pioneer Plaque, a pictorial 
message bolted to the Pioneer 
10 and 11 spacecraft, whose 
trajectory would eventually see 
them leave the Solar System, 
and later helped design the 
Voyager golden record that 
encoded sights, sounds and 
greetings from Earth and was 
incorporated in the Voyager 1 
and 2 probes. 

While SETI has had its ups 
and downs over the years, with 
NASA funding being cancelled 
and later reinstated, Drake’s 
determination and charisma 
helped bring significant private 
funding to the field, resulting 
in the 42-dish Allen Telescope 
Array, dedicated to SETI work, 
being constructed in California. 
His work also inspired the 
privately funded Breakthrough 
Listen initiative, which is 
essentially Project Ozma with 
the latest technology. SETI has 
drawn a blank so far, with no 
unambiguous alien signals yet 
being found. “I guess you could 
say it’s been a giant failure so 
far,” says Harvard physicist Paul 
Horowitz. “But what a wonderful 
ride. And for me at least, it all 
comes back to Frank”. 

Frank Donald Drake, SETI 
astronomer; born Chicago, 
Illinois, 28 May, 1930; died Aptos, 
California, 2 Sept 2022, aged 92. 


EWoTON WITCHES 
Imagine that your family are attacked by 
witches. You cannot see the witches and 
their familiars, but your children are in 
agony from their assaults and one daughter 
is even murdered by the coven. Imagine 
that you have a quill and paper at the ready. 
Imagine now that as your 
kids are giving the most 
extraordinary accounts of 
these invisible attacks (that 


EDWARD 


they conveniently can see), (0 RD 


D ALL 


and had several women put up on charges. 
His neighbours, though, were less sure and an 
assizes judge, after closely questioning the 
Fairfax daughters, had the accused released. 
Fairfax records, in the midst of all this, 
fortean style events. Some of these depend 
entirely on the girls’ testimony: in one notable 
incident Hellen talked to the spirit double 

of a witch, while her father 
talked to the witch’s physical 
form downstairs! On other 
occasions Edward alleges that 
the girls were told things by 


L 
you take copious notes in 


diary form and that these are OF SATAN'S 


eventually published. 
Not the least strange thing 
about the Fewston witch 


SULDIE 


just discussed with Chris 
Woodyard, on the Boggart 
and Banshee podcast — is 
that it is so little known. The 
author was Edward Fairfax, 
the famous early modern 
British poet, and the victims 
were three of his daughters: all were resident 
at Fewston in Yorkshire. Anne, a baby of four 
months, died from a witch pin being inserted 
in her head. Hellen (21) and Elizabeth (seven) 
went, instead, into trances. The assaults lasted 
for two and a half years and Edward diligently 
recorded all of Satan’s soldiers, as described 
by his daughters, as they marched through 

his family home. These included hairy shape- 
changers, fairy-looking witch assistants and 
an adorable (and not unfriendly) witch bird 
called Tewhit. Edward was clearly convinced 
that his family were the victims of a coven 


ERS AS 
scare, 1621-1623 - which P've THEY MARCHI 
THROUGH HI 
FAMILY HOMI 


the witches ahead of them 
happening: for instance, they 
knew the name of a visitor 

to the house before he was 
announced. 

Like the Fairfaxs’ 
neighbours 400 years ago, I 
suspect that the Fairfax girls 
had their trances “to be more 
cherished” by their father. 
Fairfax went from treating 
his girls like working chattels 

to seeing them, as they rolled 
around on the floor, as a fascinating occult 
lab experiment. Then, there is the element of 
social contagion. Not only did two girls enter 
trances in the Fairfax household, four other 
local girls and young women entered trances 
concurrently. I’ve put out a new version of a 
Victorian edition of Fairfax’s diaries as The 
Fewston Witches (Pwca Books) with some 
notes and an introduction. The original 
Victorian edition is also available free online 
as Demonologia (1882). Those of a fortean turn 
of mind would find, I think, Fairfax’s account 
instructive. 
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FROM DRAGONS TO DRONES 

Robert Moore at the Association for the 
Scientific Study of Anomalous Phenomena 
(ASSAP) ‘Seriously Strange’ conference, 
held at the University of Bath on 3 and 4 
September 2022, discussed his FoxFire 
project, which outlines the main eras of 
British UFO activity and research. 

The first ‘ancient UFO era’ consisted 
of UFOs reported before 1947, including 
medieval and early modern accounts of ‘fiery 
dragons’, ‘flying ships’, multiple Suns and the 
airship scares of the early 20th century. 

The second ‘flying disc era’, running from 
1947-1959, was a period when the public 
and officialdom tried to come to terms with 
the subject. Sightings were made by RAF 
pilots and the writings of US contactee 
George Adamski had an important influence 
on the perception of things seen in the 
sky. Adamski’s book Flying Saucers Have 
Landed (1953), described the craft flown by 
Venusians as a domed disc with portholes 
and three spheres on its underside. This 
type of craft was sighted and photographed 
throughout the UK, and Cedric Allingham 
describes an encounter in Scotland that was 
much like Adamski’s in his book Flying Saucer 
from Mars (1955). This was no doubt a hoax 
by TV personality and astronomer Patrick 
Moore and contains a very unconvincing 
photograph of a humanoid Martian. 

In the 1960s, the civilian British UFO 
Research Association (BUFORA) came to 
prominence, and this third era was dominated 
by the Warminster ‘Thing’. Although UFOs 
and other paranormal events at Warminster 
waned in the 1970s, the nearby Cradle Hill is 
still a fondly remembered place to skywatch. 

The impact of the writings of the likes 
of John Michell, Jacques Vallee and John 
Keel, who regarded UFOs and aliens as 
being related to fairies and intelligent beings 
who have manipulated our perceptions 
throughout history, led to an interest in 
high strangeness cases by the end of the 
1970s. This fourth era included abductions 
and close encounters of the third kind. The 
rejection of the extraterrestrial hypothesis 
(ETH) led to British ufologists favouring the 
psychosociological hypothesis as embraced 
by John Rimmer’s Magonia magazine. 

The fifth era began in the 1980s with the 
Rendlesham Forest incident, more abduction 
cases and Jenny Randles’s concept of the ‘Oz 
Factor’, whereby witnesses seem to enter a 
different zone of reality when they encounter 
a UFO. 

The ‘triangle of dreams’ came about in the 
sixth era that took us to the end of the 20th 
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century. This was when The X-Files TV series 
had a strong impact on the public perception 
of ufology and the ‘flying triangle’ became a 
distinctive form of UFO. 

In the seventh era, starting in 2000, we got 
conspiracies, drones and decline. BUFORA 
stopped being a membership group and 
publishing its bulletin in 2005, and many local 
groups and publications have disappeared or 
only have a presence on the Internet. Official 
interest in the subject was killed by the three- 
volume Condign Report commissioned by the 
Ministry of Defence in 1996. It concluded that 
inexplicable ‘UFO’ events involved sightings of 
exotic but natural atmospheric manifestations 
termed ‘UAPs’. The MoD shut its UFO Desk 
in 2009 and most of its redacted files have 
been put online.The lack of car stop, close 
encounter, entity, physical trace and high 
strangeness cases mirrored this decline 
and brought about the idea that ufology 
was dead. Against this trend, there was a 
rise in sightings of clusters of orange lights 
attributable to the increased use of Chinese 
sky lanterns at social functions, which do 
look very unworldly as they glide in the night 
sky. As they have gone out of fashion, drones 
have taken their place as an explanation for 
anything unusual seen in the heavens. 

Moore notes that most British sightings 
have rational explanations — atmospheric 
phenomena or experimental aircraft — and 
that ‘motivators’ like Adamski, and Arthur 
Shuttlewood in Warminster, helped promote 
them as something extraterrestrial or exotic. 
He suggest that “‘high-strangeness’ events 


LEFT: Flying Saucer from Mars, an artefact of ufology’s 
second era. 


often share similarities to apparitional 
experiences and thus may be induced by the 
same processes. The underlying process may 
be ‘paranormal’ or (disappointingly) mundane 
in nature.” 

Moore admits that video footage released 
from US military sources appear to show 
“apparent high performance, seemingly 
constructed devices”. Yet we still do not have 
any supporting physical proof or completely 
convincing image captures. He sees the 
main changes as being increasingly easy 
access to UFO information, as well as ever- 
more outlandish conspiracy theories on the 
Internet, the recycling and reinvestigation of 
older cases and fewer new cases. 


THE US INFLUENCE 

With the upswing in UAP interest in the USA, 
we see a repeat of the Arnold effect of 1947 
that made the whole world see ‘saucers’ in 
the skies. Now tic-tac shaped UAPs are the 
latest fashion. In the US, ufologists tend 

to believe in the ETH, with the aliens being 
able to employ ‘magical’ technology that 

can abduct people, switch off our nuclear 
weapons and operate incredible craft. 
Meanwhile in the UK, although we do have 
ETH supporters, the psychosociological 
hypothesis has generated a far more 
sceptical viewpoint than that of Keel or Vallée. 
Whatever the prevailing theories, there is still 
a strong belief in exotic alien visitors and that 
the day of disclosure is coming soon, but the 
evidence is still enticingly elusive. 


COSMICS AND PHANTOMS 
Using two meteor stations in Kyiv and 
Vinarivka village in the Ukraine, researchers 
BE Zhilyaev, VN Petukhov and VM Reshetnyk 
have used a special technique for detecting 
and evaluating UAP characteristics. They 
discovered that there are two types of 
unusual objects that they labelled ‘cosmics 
and ‘phantoms’. The cosmics are luminous 
objects and the phantoms are 3-13m (10- 
A3ft) sized dark objects that have a very low 
reflectivity. They absorb radiation and do not 
emit it, and are found at an altitude of 10- 
12km (6-7 miles) in the troposphere, where 
they fly at a speed of 15km ( 9 miles) per 
second. UAP anomalies or something more 
mundane? 
https:/thedebrief.org/cosmics-and- 
phantoms-ukrainian-independent-study-reveals- 
observations-of-unidentified-aerial-phenomena 


September 2022 was a sad time for the 
UK. The sudden death of Queen Elizabeth 

Il brought the nation to a standstill, but 
displayed how good we are at pageantry for 
these thankfully only once-in-a -generation 
events. Exactly 70 years ago — as the new 
Queen was learning the ropes with her first 
Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, and plans 
were coming together for her coronation 

— we faced a UFO-related trauma that still 
echoes today. At the time, new alliances 
were tested as the world order faced an 
emboldened USSR and a nascent nuclear 
threat — events that resonate with chilling 
symmetry seven decades later. 

Concerns first grew in the USA that 
summer when events in Washington DC 
shocked the world and led to concerns that 
a hostile power might have developed a new 
super-weapon, perhaps a high-performance 
aircraft that could deliver a nuclear threat far 
and wide. 

At the time, the US government renamed 
its UFO investigation from Project Grudge to 
Project Blue Book (the name it would retain 
until closure in 1969), with war hero Captain 
Edward J Ruppelt presiding over it from 
October 1951. Astronomer Dr J Allen Hynek 
remained the scientific consultant, and 
later told me that Ruppelt shared his desire 
to genuinely understand UFOs not, as was 
more usual in the USAF, to simply explain 
cases away as solved, even when they 
weren’t. Ruppelt was determined to look for 
the truth and enlisted the Battelle Memorial 
Institute to carry out a two-year statistical 
analysis of all the data. 

However, he was unaware that a secret 
panel of scientists, headed by physicist 
Dr HP Robertson, was being convened by 
the CIA. Robertson had secretly helped 
develop nuclear weapons during the war, 
and the panel was filled with weapons-linked 
scientists. They briefly considered putting 
in charge a person known to be skilled in 
“chicanery”. Such aims were hidden from 
Ruppelt and Hynek, who were invited by the 
CIA only to a few sessions as they lacked 
full ‘clearance’. The panel declined to await 
the study from Battelle, even though it was 
well advanced. Ruppelt had no idea that 
they had no interest in the data, only in 
dampening or controlling public interest in 
‘flying saucers’. 

Intelligence services were more deeply 
involved in the UFO mystery than ever in 
1952, and Blue Book was to be used to 
explain it away. Hynek and Ruppelt were 
not made aware of plans drawn up by 


SAUCERS OVER 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


the CIA to find ways to control the public. 
The agency discussed employing Walt 
Disney to make cartoons diminishing the 
threat of UFOs. They aimed to “reduce or 
eliminate” the chance of the public taking 
UFOs seriously, even when cases were 
unresolved, and even monitored the then 
newly formed civilian UFO research groups. 
There are to this day some who even think 
the interference extended to the deliberate 
seeding of absurd hoaxes in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s. 

The Battelle study into UFOs between 
1952 and 1954 that Ruppelt initiated did 
deliver highly useful data. But Hynek told 
me it was made clear to him that even 
mentioning its existence, let alone findings, 
would mean instant dismissal from his 
role as head of Blue Book science. Battelle 
analysed, very cautiously, the best quality 
data — several thousand cases — and 
assessed the probability of resolution on a 
case-by-case basis. It found 2,199 cases 
with high-quality data with which the most 
effort was made to find an explanation. 
After categorising them, experts from 
multiple fields such as astronomy, radar 
and meteorology were brought in to suggest 
likely causes that could be eliminated. No 
case was deemed unexplained until all of 
the scientists looking at it had exhausted all 
options they could suggest. It was ground- 
breaking work. 

Ten per cent of the Battelle cases were 
rated as both of the highest quality and 
unexplained — a number that matches 
what serious UFO research groups ever 


LEFT: The 1952 Washington UFO flap depicted in a 
contemporary comic strip. 


since have uncovered from greater global 
numbers. Battelle also found 22 per cent 
of its best cases were regarded as of high 
calibre on analysis, so were puzzling. Yet 
in the eventual release of the data the 

US government called such cases “a few 
surviving unknowns” and focused on the 
solved ones. 

Against the background of all of these 
secret goings-on, Washington DC saw 
sightings visibly erupt. In July 1952 there 
was a Spate of UFO events that led to alarm 
as it put the Pentagon and the White House 
in the apparent firing line (it had started in 
May with UFOs passing over a CIA garden 
party for senior officials in Langley, Virginia). 
Nobody knew what was happening, but 
UFOs came in close contact with civilian 
planes over DC and turned up on radar 
screens, baffling controllers. The UFOs 
were chased and observed by USAF jets 
sent to investigate. For a week in July 1952 
these “coin like” shining objects were seen 
several times. They were not American or 
allied craft. This was the biggest UFO scare 
yet in the first decade of the phenomenon 
and you can see why it alarmed the CIA. 

Ruppelt was quickly ordered back to 
Dayton, Ohio, by the Pentagon and told to 
take the bus around DC, not the usual staff 
car, to investigate. He was asked to come 
up with any answer that might help calm 
things down. In the end, after he was seen 
as being too open to the mystery, he was 
simply ordered to say “No Comment!”, then 
sent packing. 

On 26 July 1952 the wave culminated in 
the biggest event yet. Multiple radar screens 
tracked objects that vanished when USAF 
interceptors were made airborne. When 
the planes returned to base, the UFOs 
reappeared over Langley, where they were 
seen from the ground by frustrated air crew. 
A scrambled aircraft finally obtained a radar 
lock-on, but then the UFO sped away. 

Officially, these UFOs were later said to be 
“temperature inversion anomalies”. Many 
of the radar staff who tracked them never 
accepted this explanation, though it has 
its merits: such inversions do happen and 
can trigger sightings, but nobody has ever 
explained why such dramatic waves are not 
common. 

However, this drama was just the overture 
to what happened next as Britain became 
the frontline of a new UFO wave... 
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US NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


THE BIGFEET OF BRITAIN 


STU NEVILLE crosses the country on a quest for the British Bigfoot as sightings continue to come in 
from Bristol to Bolam Lake, from Tunbridge Wells to Wallasey. But is there any decent evidence for a 
Big Hairy Monster in these Isles? And if not, then just what are people seeing in the woods? 
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n the autumn of 2012, 

reports began to emerge 

from a particular area of 

a shadowy, hulking figure 

stalking around wooded 
areas and giving walkers a 
fright. Local newspapers spoke 
excitedly of an apeman that 
“towers eight-foot [2.4m] tall, 
is covered in hair and has red 
demonic eyes”. 

All of this sounds very famil- 
iar to anyone who follows such 
reports, and indeed wouldn’t 
raise too many eyebrows had it 
come from the Pacific North- 
west or the Caucasus. However, 
this hotbed of Bigfoot activity 
was a little less expected: Royal 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Kent Online was on the scene 
fast, asking if local residents 
had seen a “Yeti-like” creature, 
helpfully printing a picture of 
a big hairy manlike beast and 
one of Tunbridge Wells High 
Street for comparison purposes, 
just in case the juxtaposition was too much 
to imagine.’ There was a lively spurt of cor- 
respondence and speculation — was it a prank, 
a misidentified tramp, a bird-watcher in a 
ghillie suit, and did it have planning permis- 
sion to live in the woods? This was, after all, 
the Home Counties. 

As the country was in a post-Olympic 
slump, news-wise, this kind of thing was 
picked up quite quickly by the national 
press, with the Independent, Daily Mail, Metro 
and Daily Telegraph all reporting (though 
all seemed to cite the Sun as the original 
source): as with all such flaps, though, it 
quickly died down and things got back to 
whatever is considered normal in that com- 
fortable corner of Kent. 

It transpired, however, that this wasn’t a 
new thing. There actually was a history in the 
area of such sightings, one going back as far 
as 70 years when, according to local website 
Tunbridge Wells People, a couple sitting on a 
bench “became aware of a shuffling noise 
behind them... turning around they saw a 
tall, ape-like creature with eyes that were 
burning red moving slowly towards them. 
They both fled - terrified” (see FT298:16-17). 
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A COUPLE SITTING 


ON A BENCH BECAME 
AWARE OF A NOISE 


‘BEHIND THEM 


LEFT: The Pantiles in leafy 
Tunbridge Wells. BELOW: And the 
Yeti-like creature that Kent Online 
helpfully pictured as an aid in 
identifying the Kentish Bigfoot. 


Indeed, such British Bigfoot 
sightings weren’t confined to 
the southeast either, although 
these were among the first to 
be brought to the attention 
of a wider audience: prior to 
this, the best documented 
and researched had been the 
encounters at Bolam Lake 

in Northumberland some 

10 years previously. These 
sightings in turn flushed out 
another, in which (as related 
by Nick Redfern) a witness 
called Neil, along with two 
companions, “had been fish- 
ing at Bolam Lake one night 
four or five years previously... 
he had been making his way 
back to the car-park when 
they encountered a huge, dark, man-shaped 
object about 7-8ft [2-2.4m] in height with 
what he described as sparkling eyes. The 
three fishermen did not stop to investigate 
but ran back to the car.” 2 Neil went on to 
have further encounters in the following 
years, and this in many ways marks the start 
of what’s become known as the British Big- 
foot phenomenon: but such sightings in the 
UK are absolutely nothing new. 


WILD IN THE COUNTRY 

The archetypal European wildman, the Wode- 
wose, has a long and venerable tradition, 

and on the British Isles specifically there’s 

a traceable line of mentions (FT318:28-33). 
It’s important to note that they held more 
than one position of significance. Wildmen in 
medieval times, apart from being (putative- 
ly) part of the physical fauna, also represent- 
ed all that was purely natural and uncivilised, 
as opposed to God-fearing civil society. It’s 
worth noting that wildmen weren’t feared so 
much as held up as an example of what man 
can easily become without the stabilising 
influence of scientific and social progress or 
of religion - the latter frequently being cited 
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ABOVE: Medizeval wildmen in the Queen Mary and Luttrell Psalters. BELOW: Durham’s haunted Chorister School and one-time scholar there TC Lethbridge. 


as the primary reason man had been placed 
above the beasts. 

As with the wildman’s cultural cousin the 
Green Man, many of the earliest references 
are found in churches and ecclesiastical 
literature. Psalters — elaborately tooled and 
illuminated books of psalms, litanies and an 
almanac of saints’ days — often contain de- 
tailed depictions of flora and fauna, and some 
vividly portray the Wodewose. An early exam- 
ple, the Luttrell Psalter * from Lincolnshire 
(c.1330), pictures one seemingly running on 
all fours - a detail it appears to share with 
the Queen Mary psalter * (London, c. 1320), 
which shows one in battle with dogs — behav- 
iour commonly reported in modern Bigfoot 
encounters. Later, however, they are more 
commonly pictured standing erect, covered 
in hair — apart from the face, hands and feet 
- wielding a club and in many cases modestly 
sporting a fig-leaf. They make appearances in 
literature, too: In Sir Gawain and the Green 
Knight (line 721) the eponymous hero en- 
counters “wodwos that woned in the knarrez” 
(“wodewose that lived in the rocks”) around 
the area that we know today as the Wirral 
Peninsula — not that far from Chester, where 
“Bigfoot” prints were reported opposite the 
Boughton branch of Waitrose in 2020.5 So, 
for all we know, wodewose may well wone in 
Wallasey to this day. 

Obviously, there are huge differences 
between the British Isles of the 14th century 
and today, even on the Wirral. For a start, the 
country was quite heavily forested until the 
Industrial Revolution: there is a common 
misconception that the whole place was one 
massive thicket — in fact, the moorlands, 
plains and dales were very sparsely wooded, 
and of course there was quite a lot 
of farmland and numerous 
settlements. Nonethe- 
less, it was possible un- 
til at least the early 
1600s to travel 
from the New For- 
est on the south 
coast to the 
northern edge 
of Sherwood for- 
est in Yorkshire 
without break- 
ing cover; and, 
with a population 
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ON THE STAIRS, THEY 
ENCOUNTERED WHAT 
HE LATER DESCRIBED 
AS A “GHOUL? 


of fewer than two million in 1450, people 
outside of settled areas were few and far 
between. There was plenty of wild country 
and a lot of wildlife, including deer, bear and 
wolf. Britain was also slightly less temperate 
in climate than it is today, to the point that 
it closely resembled the ecological profile 
of the modern Pacific Northwest. As is often 
said, while this doesn’t in itself prove the 
existence of large hominids, it does suggest 
a viable habitat for them, with plentiful food 
sources and shelter. At this point, of course, 
the cases diverge: much of the Pacific 
Northwest is still like that; most 
of Britain isn’t, which makes 
the ongoing viable habitat 
argument much less 
~~ persuasive. Even in the 
less urbanised regions 
such as mid-Wales, 
Northumberland or 
Scotland there are 
no undisturbed areas 
where such a large, 
distinctive omnivore 
could live completely 
undetected. 


The problem here is that you need to 
define “undetected”. If by “detect” you mean 
“see”, then this starts to become problematic, 
as people do continue to see them. This raises 
a further question, one often posed concern- 
ing fortean areas of interest: are there actu- 
ally more sightings these days, or is it just 
that more people feel sufficiently confident 
to report them? 


: ANECDOTE AND EVIDENCE 

: Now, l appreciate that this may sound un- 

: necessarily pejorative, but physical evidence 

: for British Bigfoot is very, very slim: which 

: means we need to concentrate on the anec- 

: dotal. As already mentioned, there had been 

: sightings from approximately the mid-1990s 

: around the area of Bolam Lake in Northum- 

: berland, but by 2002-2003 a full-on flap was in 
: progress, prompting a field investigation by 

: the Centre for Fortean Zoology (FT169:24-25, 
: 388:38). Recent witness accounts were col- 

: lected and the group itself reported that the 

: atmosphere in the area was ‘strange’ and that 
: they had experienced some weird electrical 

: and magnetic effects - an important detail. 


Atmosphere plays a very important role 


: in perhaps the majority of cases, both in the 

: UK and abroad. The celebrated archeologist 
: TC (Tom) Lethbridge (FT280:22, 312:14-15, 

: 415:37-38) devoted a great deal of his time to 
: investigating the feeling of overwhelming op- 
: pression, a sort of psychic barrier, associated 
: with certain locales, and related a story from 
: his own schooldays that had prompted this 

: interest. 


In 1914, a teenage Lethbridge was at the 


: Chorister School in Durham. One of the 

: staircases was (according to school legend) 

: haunted by an oppressive presence that tried 
: to stop people climbing it, so Lethbridge and 

: afriend decided to investigate. They encoun- 
: tered what he later described as a “ghoul” 

: on the stairs near the common room: the two 

: friends linked arms and climbed side by side, 
: pushing the invisible, but entirely tangible 

> presence up two further flights to the top 

: like a rugby ruck until they reached the 

: very top step - when the “ghoul” suddenly 

: materialised (albeit still invisible) behind 

: them; so they pushed back downstairs, losing 
: it at approximately the point where they’d 

: first encountered it. An exorcism of the whole 
: wing followed not long afterwards, but one 
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ABOVE LEFT: Cannock Chase, Staffordshire, a regular source of Bigfoot sightings and other weirdness. ABOVE RIGHT: A footprint photographed in the Chase by paranor- 
mal investigator Lee Brickley in 2021. BELOW: Bolam Lake Country Park, Northumberland, site of a Bigfoot flap investigated by the Centre for Fortean Zoology. 


room was missed: a small bathroom. 

You may ask how all this is relevant to the 
subject of British Bigfootery: well, not long 
after the exorcism a master sleeping in the 
bedroom adjacent to the un-exorcised room 
dreamt of feeling dread and oppression, 
and of a large hairy figure coming out of the 
bathroom. After a further exorcism, the pres- 
ence moved to a passageway outside. © This 
is a theme that will recur. 

Charmaine, an Edinburgh healthcare 
professional, has spoken at length about her 
childhood in a cottage in a remote part of 
Scotland. It was near a forested area; how- 
ever, this wasn’t a tract of ancient primary 
woodland, but rather an early 20 century 
plantation in a former mining district. When 
Ispoke with Charmaine she told me she had 
been playing on the pathway along from 
the cottage one day when she saw what she 
described as a “tall matt-black shape” reach- 
ing up and pulling down the branch of a tree. 
The branch was high off the ground, and the 
shape appeared human-like but very heav- 
ily built and seemed to have absolutely no 
features. It also exuded an aura that made 
you feel as if you couldn’t approach it even if 
you wanted to. There were frequent glimpses 
of such figures disappearing into the woods, 
sounds of heavy footsteps running past the 
cottage at night (where, given the remote- 
ness of the spot, it was pitch-black outside). 
When Charmaine asked her grandmother, 
who had lived in the cottage for many years, 
about this, she just said in a matter-of-fact 
way: “Oh, that’ll be the ginger rawrs.” She 
knew all about them, but just accepted 
them as part of the landscape in much the 
same way that First Nation tribes regard 
Sasquatch. 

However, it’s not just such remote, isolated 
areas that experience sightings. Take the 
Man-Monkey, which has been terrifying 
travellers on the Shropshire Union Canal 
for well over a century (FT251:36-40, 320:70, 
388:41-42). As mentioned recently in these 
pages (FT416:5), Cannock Chase in Staf- 


fordshire sits solidly in the English Midlands 
between Wolverhampton and Stafford, and 
has reports dating back to the 19" century of 
a Bigfoot-like creature, with sightings having 
been made sporadically ever since. In the 
last 20 years or so, encounters seem to be on 
the increase both within the Chase itself and 
in the wider area, with an ITV report from 
2015 of yet another dog-walker, Dave Youell, 
encountering a “a half-man, half-ape type 
beast” in Hopwas Wood near Tamworth.” 
However, as this area is also used by the 
Ministry of Defence for manceuvres, the pos- 
sibility of ghillie-suited squaddies being mis- 
taken for big hairy monsters does have to be 
borne in mind. However, there is no military 
presence within the Chase itself, but myriad 
other forms of weirdness (FT306:70-72); 
many areas with Bigfoot sightings similarly 
report other anomalous phenomena. 

The Avon Gorge in Bristol, for example, 
has long been associated with reports of 
apemen or cavemen fairly close to either 
end of the Clifton Suspension Bridge: on the 
far, North Somerset, side lies the top end of 
Ashton Court and Leigh Woods, which has a 


long tradition of shadowy figures and people 
reporting feelings of foreboding (FT388:43); 
there have been recent, ongoing sightings 

of a large dark shape, which the Centre for 
Fortean Zoology is actively investigating. 
What is more surprising are similar sightings 
on the near, city side of the gorge, at Clifton 
Down, an area roughly the size of Hyde Park 
with buildings, main roads and infrastruc- 
ture on three sides and a sheer 300ft (90m) 
cliff on the other; it is heavily used at all 
hours by joggers, picnickers, revellers and 
(inevitably) dog-walkers, plus it hosts regu- 
lar large-scale events and Sunday football. 
Remote and untrodden it isn’t, and yet the 
CFZ have recently received reports from 
here, too. 

Back on the North Somerset side, there’s 
lots of other stuff happening as well: UFO 
sightings, ghosts, phantom horses in the 
woods; and a few miles further down the 
road lies Yatton, from which there have 
recently come two reports of interest. In 
May 2018, a passenger on a train approach- 
ing Bristol from Exeter looked out of the 
window and spotted “something large in the 
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ABOVE LEFT: The Avon Gorge has been associated with reports of apemen or cavemen living at either end of the Clifton Suspension Bridge. ABOVE RIGHT: Leigh Woods, 
on the bridge’s Somerset side, has yielded sightings of shadowy figures. BELOW: Relief of the Genii Cucullati found at a Romano-British site on Hadrian’s Wall. 


middle of the field walking, it was walking 
kind of hunched over, and all I could tell 

you was it was a black figure.” The sighting 
lasted only a few seconds, but a few fields 
further on, the witness spotted a couple (you 
guessed it) walking a dog a similar distance 
away from the train and was struck by how 
much smaller they appeared in comparison 
(FT368:4).® Then, a year later, around a mile 


away from this sighting, came reports of a fig- : 


ure in a black, latex gimp-suit leaping out at 
people in the darkness, which made national 
news 9 and indeed occasional sightings of 


this figure continue in the area until the time 


of writing (see FT384:24, 391:18, 412:9): once 
again, the whole area has a tradition of odd 
occurrences, strange lights, roads that create 
a palpable sense of foreboding (particularly 
near a former psychiatric hospital a couple 
of miles away) — all of which conforms to 
another aspect of the puzzle. 


MAN-BEASTS AND MONKS 

In most other areas with a strong history of 
Big Hairy Manlike beasts, the descriptions 
are actually pretty consistent: seven to nine 
feet (2-2.7m) tall, powerfully built, with a 
slightly conical, pointed head seemingly 
planted on the shoulders with no neck, and 
so on. Though usually glimpsed fleetingly, 
they occasionally appear motionless, stand- 
ing still and seemingly watching the witness; 
in these cases, such witnesses usually 


describe a feeling of being transfixed, almost ; 


bordering on paralysis. US researcher Ron 
Morehead, veteran of numerous encounters, 
describes it as a “force-field”. Many people 
who have spent time in remote areas talk 

of a similar sensation: a metal detectorist 
friend has described an overwhelming feel- 
ing that he had to move from where he was, 
right now, to another part of a field; another, 
when camping, had the sudden impression 
that something didn’t want her there. A very 


common motif after a witness event (of many : 


fortean phenomena, it should be noted) is 


the belief on the part of the witness that they : 


must tell nobody or they will experience 
misfortune or a recurrence of the encounter, 
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AN IMPOSING, TALL 
BLACK FIGURE WITH 
A POINTED HEAD AND 


AN OPPRESSIVE AURA : 


as noted by Andrew Green in Our Haunted 
Kingdom. This, in turn, is also felt by wit- 
nesses to another form of age-old manifesta- 
tion, one with roots in the Romano-British 
era and probably long before. 

Consider this description: a 7ft (2m) tall 
imposing black figure, with a pointed head 
and a distinctive oppressive aura, glimpsed 
fleetingly or - worse - immobile and staring 
right back at you. However, this time it isn’t 
a description of Bigfoot, but one of “Fred”, 
the notorious Black Monk of Pontefract (see 
FT293:28-37, 312:14-15). In fact, if you look 
at many Black Monk ghost accounts, they 
describe entities that are preternaturally 


tall, physically imposing and psychically 
frightening, their cowls creating the illusion 
of a pointed head. Occasionally they have 
red glowing eyes. More to the point, there 
are many, many reports of them, and they 
go back centuries. St Mary’s Churchyard in 
Hendon has a well-known example, as does 
Battle Abbey in Sussex, Hanham Abbots on 
the outskirts of Bristol, and any number of 
post-Dissolution monastery ruins — although 
some also appear at sites without any 
apparent ecclesiastical links. As noted by 
the author and researcher MJ Wayland: “In- 
terestingly there is a concentration of monk 
sightings in the Cotswolds, an area spanning 
across Gloucestershire to Oxfordshire. The 
extremely haunted village of Prestbury 
claims to have a Black Abbot, appearing in 
the churchyard many times. Another monk 
appears in Winchcombe on the aptly named 
‘The Monk’s Walk’ where one witness saw 
on his way home a monk walking towards 
him.” 4 

What’s significant about this area is that 
it has been continuously inhabited for a long 
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ABOVE LEFT & RIGHT: The swish new Waitrose store at Boughton, Chester — not the sort of place you’d expect to bump into a Bigfoot — and the footprint found 
outside it in 2020. BELOW: The Somerset Gimp Man is another shadowy figure who continues to emerge from the darkness to terrorise the locals. 


time - certainly since the time of the Roman 
occupation (first century AD) - has a rich 
archeological heritage and, crucially, hasn’t 
been over-developed and so has retained 
much of its original character and topogra- 
phy. There have been many discoveries here 
of remains of Romano-British settlements, 
villas, temples, sacred sites — and in this 
last there lies a clue. Many churches were 
built on existing sacred sites, many of which, 
in turn, were built near springs, streams 
or rivers. Wayland continues: “I began to 
discover a possible answer when visiting the 
Housesteads Museum on Hadrian’s Wall. As 
Ientered the visitor centre I was struck by a 
Romano-British relief showing three monk 
type characters; the sign said they were 
called the Genii Cucullati. I wanted to know 
who were the mysterious monk-like charac- 
ters on the relief and how were they related 
to the Romano-British?” 

Wayland goes on to explain that this motif 
appears all over the place, with notice- 
able concentrations in the Cotswolds and 
Northumbria, and goes on to speculate that 
sightings identified as monks are in fact Ge- 
nii Cucullati, viewed in the cultural context 
of the time of the sighting: if it looks like a 
ghostly monk, it’s an easy leap to conclude 
that it isa monk, especially if it’s seen near 
a sacred site. Lethbridge made a similar 
observation with regard to what he termed 
“boggarts”: they were often said to be 
encountered close to water or to areas that 
have seen concentrations of emotion, as if 
this provided them with some sort of energy; 
in the absence of this, they would instead 
draw on the emotions of those around them, 
producing a feeling of apprehension, a deep 
instinct to avoid approaching them. 


BIG FEET, CLOSED MINDS 

Fast-forward to this century, and a much 
more secular society. Interest in fortean 
subjects has increased, and what were once 
distinctly niche subjects have become rather 
more mainstream. The rising profile of cryp- 
tozoology is a good example - and Bigfoot 
has always been front and centre. With this 


: in mind, imagine you’ve been steeped in 

: Bigfoot imagery for a few years, and you’re 

: walking somewhere remote, especially 

: in woodland: near a trackway or stream 

: you spot a big, dark, hulking shape with a 

: pointed head. There’s an obvious conclusion 
: to which many would leap. 


Now, I want to take pains to point out that 


: Idon’t consider this a comprehensive answer 
: to every Bigfoot sighting in the British Isles, 

: nor indeed to every ghostly monk. I’ve long 

: argued that blanket explanations for fortean 
: phenomena are the most egregious of all, 

: and fully acknowledge that explaining one 

: unproven with another would give William of 


Ockham an attack of the vapours: however, 


: if we view all of these elements - oppres- 
: sive presences, monks, Bigfeet and Genii 


Cucullati as part of a wider picture, we may 


: gradually start to reach some understand- 

: ing. However, as we know, genuine progress 

: largely depends on a common desire to at- 

: tain such understanding, not just on seeking 
: validation for pet theories. 


People generally feel more comfortable 


singing in a chorus than they do solo, and 


> we all know great comfort can be found in 


shared experiences. Despite its many draw- 


- backs, social media has the advantage of 


allowing reports and discussion in real time 


over a very wide area. People can find like 
minds much faster than in days of yore where 


discussion was limited to locals upstairs at 
a pub, a typewritten quarterly newsletter 
sent out second-class or bi-monthly letters to 


FT. As a result, there are today a great many 
: groups dedicated to the pursuit of British 
: Bigfeet. Facebook is a particularly fertile 


area: type “British Bigfoot” into the search 


bar and myriad results will spring up, many 
: or most self-described as “research groups”, 
: though as per usual on Zuckerberg’s Lantern 


a number proclaim they know “the truth” 
Pp y 


- often in capitals just to emphasise how true 
: itallis. 


These groups, as often as not, are motivat- 


: ed by a genuine desire to solve the mystery, 
: but run the same risk as many other paranor- 
: mal groups in which entirely sincere enthusi- 


asm can slide into uncritical belief. Websites 


: feature countless pictures of “structures”, 
the crossed-branch or tree-trunk tepee-like 
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ABOVE LEFT: A Scottish Bigfoot snapped by North Muirton Community Councillor Gary Mcteague (“I was crapping myself”) in 2014. ABOVE RIGHT: Dog-walker Caroline 
Toms captured this Bigfoot on camera in Angmering Park Estate in Arundel, West Sussex, in 2015; it turned out to be a father playing hide-and-seek with his children. 
BELOW: The Cannock Chase Bigfoot in a YouTube mockumentary by Graham Phillips; Phillips claims that his turn as the creature sparked all subsequent sightings. 


affairs often associated with alleged Bigfoot 
activity in the US: and, indeed, many British 
examples do bear a strong resemblance to 
their American cousins; however, many ap- 
pear to be little more than fallen branches, 
piles of sticks on the ground, or, in the case of 
larger, more elaborate constructions, are situ- 
ated in areas frequented by walkers or scout- 
troops, or even in municipal parks. Then 
there are footprints, some of which seem to 
have tread marks, and as for the hallowed 
tradition of blurry photos, the UK arguably 
leads the world in a very competitive field. 
Imake this point because I have engaged 
- or attempted to engage — with a number of 
British Bigfoot groups (and other paranor- 
mally inclined ones), and in many cases 
they are not only not interested in exploring 
different theories, but are actively hostile 
towards them. Anyone who questions is as 
often as not instantly banished. Recently 
on one of them, after lurking and getting 
the feel of one online group, I started ask- 
ing what should be all the right questions: 
respectfully, as most people do in the pages 
of FT. I was almost immediately dive-bombed 
from several directions for daring to doubt 
some of the accounts: the point is that isn’t 
what I was doing. I was simply trying to estab- 
lish context and eliminate alternatives. 
There were other members who posted 
quite obviously doctored headlines from 
newspapers or scientific journals (for 
example, changing the size of an exotic 
centipede, a fruit-basket stowaway found in 
a London flat, from 25cm/10in to 9m/26ft); 
when I pointed this out, citing the BBC 
report of the same incident, the reaction 
was swift: I was warned against scepticism, 
accused of being a member of the security 
services (yes, really!) and promptly placed 
on a final warning. The BBC are not a valid 
source as they are “government-owned” and 
the entire mainstream media is dedicated 
to concealing the truth, which is that Bigfeet 
are interdimensional beings that serve “The 
Black Ape”, a demonic entity dedicated 
to the destruction of mankind and whose 
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existence the government is covering up. My 
protestations that I was trying to engage on 
behalf of FT raised hackles even further: now | 
I was definitely an MI5 agent and that wasme : 
banned for ever, as it is well known that FT is 
published by... GCHQ. 

The whole subject of British Bigfoot has 
taken on a UFO-like fervency among its 
proponents, and they will only accept one 
explanation; and while such an attitude pre- 
vails I fear the phenomenon will remain as 
contentious as ufology, with energy being dis- | 
sipated in factional and internal arguments 
rather than outward-looking research. 

But to restate what I said above: whatever 
its nature, people - intelligent, experienced, 
sober people - are seeing something. What- 
ever it is, or whether it’s a dozen different 
things that all happen to manifest ina 


similar way — it’s happening often enough 
and consistently enough to warrant proper, 
continuing investigation. 

Even presuming that we do, eventually, get 
some clarity, we cannot lose sight of the es- 
sential, cultural role the Wildman, Wodewose 
or Bigfoot plays in our collective psyche. It’s 
the portrait in our attic, the bestial part of us 
that dwells just beneath the surface. And we 
need the dark side: however hard Prospero 
tries, it’s Caliban who eventually inherits the 
island. The Wildman is nature, and nature 
teases us, in the full knowledge that it will 
always outwit us in the end. 
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Between 
Ape and Human 


Anthropologist GREGORY FORTH relates how he came to the conclusion that an 
unknown non-sapiens hominin probably survives on the remote Indonesian island of 
Flores where the local Lio people report seeing an elusive ‘ape-man’. 


’m pleased to have this opportunity to 
highlight certain features of my recent 
book, Between Ape and Human (2022), 
which may be of particular interest to 
a cryptozoological audience, and to 
reflect on how the book was written and the 
circumstances that led me to write it. 

Though it may sound hackneyed and is 
certainly quite unoriginal, I could quite 
accurately be called an ‘accidental cryptozo- 
ologist’. Like most people of my generation, 
as a youngster I heard about such cryptids 
as sasquatch (or bigfoot), the yeti or ‘abomi- 
nable snowman’, and the Loch Ness monster. 
Yet I never took any special interest in these 
figures, and to the extent that I held any 
definite view of them, I probably accepted the 
common opinion, that they reflected either 
deliberate falsehoods (hoaxes) or mistaken 
identification of other phenomena. 

My views didn’t change much while I was 
studying anthropology as an undergraduate 
in Canada and a post-graduate at Oxford. I 
was, by the way, an undergraduate in 1967, 
when the Patterson-Gimlin film hit the 
headlines (see FT360:32-39). But that did not 
significantly increase my interest in mystery 
hominoids, nor did it inspire me to start read- 
ing about the topic. Though I'd done courses 
in paleoanthropology and archeology, I 
should also mention that my training has 
mostly been in social anthropology (in North 
America it’s called cultural anthropology), so 
searching for old bones or material remains 
of former cultures has never been my forte. 
Even my current book’s subtitle, ‘an anthro- 
pologist on the trail of a hidden hominoid’, 
refers not to an actual search for a mystery 
creature but to an intellectual journey. 

Things started to change, however, after I 
became involved in ethnographic fieldwork 
in Indonesia. On Sumba Island, where I 
conducted doctoral research from early 1975 
to the end of 1976 - on quite different top- 
ics, I should add -I heard about large hairy 
hominoids which, to my amazement, sounded 
very much like sasquatch. But as with the 
thoroughly supernatural forest spirits that the 
Sumbanese also talk about, I wasn’t con- 
vinced of their existence, and in the book that 
resulted from my thesis, I mentioned them 
only briefly, and then in a chapter on spiritual 


Things began to 
change when I got 
involved in field- 


work in Indonesia 


LEFT: A Homo florensiensis skull discovered in 
Liang Bua cave on Flores, Indonesia. 


beings. * However, in 1984, I began a new 
project - again on matters non-cryptozoolog- 
ical - on the neighbouring island of Flores. 
About this time, I also began developing 
interests in ethnobiology and more specifi- 
cally ethnozoology (or ‘folk zoology’), that 
branch of anthropology concerned with local 
people’s knowledge of local animals. In sev- 
eral regions of Flores, people told me about 
small-bodied hominoids they described in a 
very naturalistic way, or at least in a way no 
more ‘supernaturalistic’ than they describe 
other, scientifically well-documented animals 
that share their island. Some of these homi- 
noids were said to be extinct, having died 

out several hundred years previously. But in 
the Lio region of east central Flores, I heard 
about small hominoids — standing about a 
metre tall, walking bipedally, and with rather 


hairy bodies - that survived in small numbers 
in mountain forests and which a few local 
people had claimed to have seen. 


HUMANS, ANIMALS, SPIRITS 

The human inhabitants of Lio, themselves 
called ‘Lio’, occupy some of the most moun- 
tainous territory on Flores, which in general 
is a very mountainous, and highly volcanic, 
island. All the same, the Lio make their living 
through cultivation and raising domestic 
animals, and though they regularly hunt 
(mostly wild pigs and smaller game), it is not 
often they enter high mountain forests, where 
they say the tiny hominoids live. In fact, while 
some Lio still cultivate gardens in highland 
forests, for some time the majority have been 
settled in lower-lying regions including places 
on or near the coast. Accordingly, whereas for- 
merly staple crops included maize, dry-field 
rice, and other cereals, nowadays many Lio 
cultivate wet rice in irrigated fields. 

Although now mostly converted to Catholi- 
cism, the Lio maintain a variety of indigenous 
religious beliefs and practices and recognise 
several kinds of native spirits in addition 
to the Christian and Islamic God. Yet as I 
conclude in my book, at the end of a chapter 
devoted to such spiritual beings, the mystery 
hominoids with which Lio people claim 
to share their territory are quite different 
from these, a difference the Lio themselves 
recognise: in fact, they expressly state that 
the hominoids are not spirits, but a kind of 
animal. 

In their own language, the Lio call these 
hominoids lai ho’a. Because the term does not 
readily translate into English, I call them ‘ape- 
men’, especially because the Lio say the crea- 
tures look like something half-way between a 
human and a monkey. Like other Indonesian 
languages, Lio makes no distinction between 
monkeys and apes; but I choose ‘ape’ because 
what they describe sounds more like a tail- 
less, erect ape than a Long-tailed macaque, 
the only monkey present on Flores Island. By 
contrast to some western Indonesian islands, 
which possess both orangutans and gibbons, 
there are no apes on Flores. But as I later 
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ABOVE: Liang Bua cave on Flores, where the remains of Homo floresiensis were found. BELOW: A map showing the location of the island of Flores. 


came to realise, rather than either modern 
humans or Asian apes, local descriptions of 
the ape-men sound like nothing so much as 
palzoanthropological interpretations and 
reconstructions of Homo floresiensis, the tiny, 
physically primitive and decidedly non-sapi- 
ens fossil hominin that was discovered years 
later in western Flores (see FT191:16, 194:18, 
236:20, 246:18, 252:18, 302:26, 347:12, 359:14). 

Here timing was all important. It was not 
until October 2004 that the discovery of flore- 
siensis was made public, whereas I'd already 
heard about the Lio ape-men in mid-2003. So 
there’s no possibility that what the Lio told 
me about their local hominoids reflected 
what they might have heard in news reports 
about the fossil hominin. Anyway, as I discov- 
ered during further visits to Flores beginning 
in 2005, very few Flores islanders knew much 
about the fossil hominin even years after the 
news first broke, and those who had heard 
of it generally supported the now widely 
discredited interpretation, advanced by In- 
donesian palezoanthropologist Teuku Jacob, 
that the remains belonged to short-statured 
modern humans. * 

Needless to say, given the fossil hominin’s 
resemblance to the humanlike creatures 
Flores islanders had told me about years 
before, news of the discovery of Homo 
floresiensis came as something of a shock. 
More importantly, the coincidence made 
me think again about whether the local 
hominoids might be something other than 
purely imaginary creatures — or, in social 
anthropological terms, symbolic reflections 
of the cultural experience of local people 
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perhaps serving some social or ideologi- 
cal purpose (the standard anthropological 


: interpretation of creatures that don’t match 


anything currently recognised by academic 


biologists). Could what the Lio had described 


to me be in fact empirical humanlike animals 
that some of them had seen and remembered 


: with reasonable accuracy? And, more specifi- 


cally, I wondered whether they might even 


: be modern-day descendants of floresiensis or, 


since similar small-bodied hominins were 


: living on Flores some 700,000 years ago, lat- 


ter day representatives of a closely related 
species. * Besides the morphological resem- 
blance, these possibilities found support in 
two circumstantial factors. First, remains of 


: floresiensis have been found only at a single 


site, the discovery site in western Flores, and 
it is virtually certain that the little hominins 
also lived in other parts of the island, where 
they may well have survived until much later. 
Secondly, although now pushed back to 50-60 
thousand years ago (the original date was 
just 12,000 years ago), these dates also apply 
only to the discovery site, so as palzoanthro- 


pologists have themselves acknowledged, we 
simply don’t know how long floresiensis sur- 
vived on the island. Taking what I heard from 
Lio people seriously (though not uncritical- 
ly), my question of course was whether they 
might survive to the present. 


At the same time, I realised that to make 
informed statements about the possibility of 
ape-men reflecting an existing biological spe- 
cies, indeed something closely resembling 
and presumably related to Homo floresiensis, 
Ineeded more data, particularly reports by 
people who said they’d seen one or more ape- 
men. So in 2005 and 2011, and in five consec- 
utive years from 2014 to 2018, I returned to 
Flores, continuing my investigations mainly 
in the Lio region. To reach a valid conclu- 
sion I needed, of course, not only to compare 
local accounts of ape-man appearance with 
reconstructions of floresiensis, but also to find 
evidence supporting alternative interpreta- 
tions - for example, that what the Lio called 
lai ho’a (ape-men) were in fact no more than 
local monkeys or a non-primate of some sort, 
or perhaps a population of anatomically mod- 
ern humans that was largely unknown to the 
Lio, or, indeed, that they were creatures that 
existed only in the local imagination. To be 
sure, some non-eyewitnesses do attribute su- 
pernatural qualities to ape-men, stating, for 
example, that they can change form (shape- 
shift) or disappear, and that their bones and 
other body parts have fantastic qualities. 

So I launched an investigation into other 
animals about which the Lio make similar 
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ABOVE LEFT: Archaeological forensic facial reconstruction of Homo floresiensis based on a Liang Bua skull. ABOVE RIGHT: An artist’s reconstruction of a fight 
between two Flores ‘hobbits’ and a komodo dragon. BELOW: A reconstruction of Homo floresiensis by Inge van Noortwijk. BELOW RIGHT: A long-tailed macaque. 


statements, including dugongs, freshwater 
turtles and large land crabs (apparently 
coconut crabs, Birgus latro), and found that 
all these creatures, although scientifically 
documented in this part of Indonesia, possess 
a ‘supernatural profile’ which, if anything, is 
even more pronounced than that of ape-men. 

Here there is a general lesson both for 
cryptozoologists and their critics. From the 
fact that an animal is credited with super- 
natural powers — or in that sense appears to 
be ‘mythical’ (a favourite label that detrac- 
tors attach to cryptids) - one can hardly infer 
that it does not exist. As ’'ve shown in recent 
papers,’ in the thought of Flores islanders, 
there is a clear connection between creatures 
that are rare and almost never seen (as ap- 
plies equally to the three animals mentioned 
above and to the ape-men) and their associa- 
tion with disembodied and thus normally 
invisible spirits. To be clear, the Lio do not 
identify ape-men as a kind of spirit, though 
people who credit them with supernatural 
powers evidently see a resemblance. In fact, 
the hominoids are noticeably less connected 
with spirits than are the giant crabs, fresh- 
water turtles, and dugongs, which to varying 
degrees people describe as occasional visible 
manifestations of spirits. 

As I show, residing in high mountain for- 
est the ape-men are not zoo-geographically 
anomalous (or ‘out of place’) in the same way 
Lio conceive the other three animals as be- 
ing. Still, other factors being equal, what the 
Lio say about ape-men and other creatures 
they rarely see suggests a link between rarity 
and supernaturalism that is relevant to our 
understanding of local representations of 
cryptids in other parts of the world. 


TAILS AND TWO-HEADED SNAKES 

As these remarks may suggest, everything I 
heard about ape-men I analysed in the con- 
text of Lio culture and language (including 
their folk zoology). To cite one example, Lio 
invariably speak of ape-men as non-human 
‘animals’ rather than people, but some Lio 
claimed they had short tails - something im- 
possible for any ape or higher primate. This 
struck me as odd until I realised that, like 
other Flores islanders, the Lio conceive of all 


Islanders claim 
that a certain 
kind of snake has 
two heads 


animals as ‘tailed’ beings. Thus, whereas we 
count some animals in ‘heads’ (thus 15 head 
of cattle), the Lio count all non-humans in 
‘tails’, even animals like frogs and some birds 
that they commonly describe as tailless. 

My conclusion that the tails some people 
‘attached’ to ape-men were notional and 
terminological rather than actual was later 
confirmed by statements that the hominoids’ 
tails were invisible or not always visible and 
from eyewitnesses who mentioned a tail but 
revealed that they had not actually seen it. 


The main topic of Between Ape and Human 

is of course the Lio ape-men. But the book 
is as much about the Lio people themselves, 
especially as it concerns a question that is vi- 
tal for cultural anthropology, namely to what 
extent can we take what our ethnographic 
subjects tell us as statements of fact that an- 
thropologists themselves, providing they had 
access to the same empirical experiences 
our informants do, would accept as accurate? 
(For example, Flores islanders claim that the 
pipesnake (Cylindrophis opisthorhodus) has 
two heads, one of which replaces its tail; her- 
petologically speaking, this is inaccurate, but 
to me it made empirical sense insofar 
as the tail looks very much like a 
second head.) All information I 
recorded about Flores ape-men 

was analysed with a critical 

eye. In the book I discuss 

the possibility that people, 

including particular individu- 
als, were fabricating and what 
motives they might have had for 
doing so, or whether their reports 
reflected misidentification. In the case 
of a minority of sighting accounts I con- 
clude that what people had seen were local 
monkeys (long-tailed macaques). Yet the cir- 
cumstances of claimed encounters, including 
personal details of the witnesses, together 
with the overall similarity of their descrip- 
tions of what they saw, led me to conclude 
that the majority reflected a tiny, bipedal 
and tailless hominoid or hominin that has 
survived on Flores until the present or very 
recent times. So too did the differences, inso- 
far as these were consistent with variations 
one might expect within any natural species 
(as opposed to the often stereotyped repre- 
sentations of imaginary creatures). Whether 
all or the majority of sightings - or indeed 
popular accounts of ape-men - might reflect 
monkeys or other familiar local species is 
discussed at length. So too are the possibili- 
ties that people have been seeing imported 
apes or an undiscovered ape species, or an 
unrecognised ‘tribe’ of relatively small- 
bodied modern human forest-dwellers. And 
I show how all are less plausible than the 
hypothesis that the ape-men of Lio represent 
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ABOVE: A Lio man pointing to a distant forested area where he saw an ape-man in the 1990s. 


anon-sapiens hominin very occasionally seen 
and accurately reported by local people. 

Still comprising the majority of anthropol- 
ogists, cultural relativists may be inclined to 
conclude that, in the context of local culture, 
ape-men are real for Flores islanders but not 
for ‘us’, or for Westerners, or more specifi- 
cally for academic biologists and palzontolo- 
gists, who have their own, quite different 
culture. Obviously, this is not my position, 
and as I point out, a relativist view leaves no 
possibility for folk zoologists, like the Lio, to 
communicate with academic zoologists or to 
contribute in any way to biological science. 
Though still basically relativist, indeed even 
more radically so, a new brand of ‘ontological 
pluralists’ would appear to have a different 
view. They would likely accept ape-men as 
real but not in the same way that natural 
scientists consider the natural species of 
modern biology as real, while at the same 
time suggesting that non-modern and non- 
Western understandings of animals — often 
dubbed ‘animist’ by pluralists - are in some 
sense just as correct if not more so. > 


PRINCIPLE AND POSSIBILITY 

As I discuss in my final chapter, Lio claims 
that ape-men are as real as other animals 
they know also raise questions for palzeon- 
tology (including human paleontology, or 
palzoanthropology). The discovery of Homo 
floresiensis did much to reveal the ‘bushiness’ 
of the hominin family tree - the existence 
over long periods of hominin evolution of two 
or more species coexisting at the same time 
- and it’s now clearer than ever that there’s 
no reason in principle why another species 
besides Homo sapiens should not survive to 
the present. Dates assigned to fossils are 
nothing to the point. For animals not found 
in the current zoological record, palzeontolo- 
gists must realise that a fossil’s most recent 
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date is not necessarily the extinction date 
-not least when remains of a species (like 
floresiensis) have only been found at a single 
location. Yet despite its questionable logic, 
the convention is to assume that it is extinct. 
Moreover, the ‘zoological record’ reflects only 
what is currently known by scientific zoolo- 
gists and takes no account of the knowledge 
of people like the Lio. To the extent that 
academics hear about local accounts of un- 
documented animals, they typically dismiss 
these as ‘mythical’ or ‘folklore’. This wouldn’t 
be quite so bad if these labels explained 
anything. But they do not, and what makes 
things worse, the labellers seem not to realise 
that myths, too, need to be explained, and 
that while typically incorporating fantastic 
elements, myths can ultimately derive from 
empirical realities. © 

Although hominins like Homo floresiensis 
have certainly existed in the past, I do not 
claim categorically that ape-men exist to the 
present on Flores. Instead, what I argue for 
is the possibility of their continuing exis- 
tence. To prove certain existence, zoologi- 
cal science needs a body, living or recently 
deceased. And not just that: the body must 
be examined and certified, either as an ani- 
mal already known, a new species, or an old 
one deemed extinct but still unexpectedly 
surviving (like coelacanths for example). So 
even if I could declare unequivocally that I 
myself had seen an ape-man, this wouldn’t 
be good enough, in part because Iam not a 
trained zoologist. What I do claim, however, is 
that in view of evidence of various kinds and 
after exploring the merits of alternative in- 
terpretations, the survival of a small-bodied 
hominin on Flores is the best explanation 
for what Lio people say about the hominoid 
bodies they say they have seen. And since 
T’ve no reason to believe that all the people 
Ispoke to are lying or deluded - or (presum- 


GENERAL DETAILS OF 
EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS 


Thirty-two accounts by people who 
claimed to have seen ape-men were 
recorded. Dates of the sightings fell 
between the early 1970s and 2017-18. 

Of these, | interpreted seven as 
reflecting encounters with monkeys or 
other familiar local animals. 

The remaining 25 accounts all de- 
scribed a small bipedal and somewhat 
hairy-bodied hominoid, some more 
detailed than others but generally 
corresponding to popular representa- 
tions of the creature collected from 
non-eyewitnesses. 

Of the remaining accounts, six 
concerned incidents that involved two 
or more eyewitnesses and in all except 
two, two or more eyewitnesses were 
available to describe what they saw. 
Though individual accounts differed, 
they did not significantly contradict 
one another. 

Estimated bipedal heights varied be- 
tween 60-70cm (24-28in) and 1.03m 
(41in). 

All except four eyewitness reports 
described the head hair as short and 
not significantly longer than the short 
body hair. All further described straight 
head hair, not curly or frizzy (like the 
hair of many Lio people). 

Hair colour ranged between ‘dark’ 
or ‘black’ (the Lio language does not 
distinguish), reddish-brown, and grey 
(as in the hair of elderly humans and 
other primates). 

Among the most compelling cases, 
two encounters described by three or 
possibly four eyewitnesses involved 
dead specimens. In one encounter the 
specimen was observed moving biped- 
ally across a mountain road before 
it was struck and killed by a motor 
vehicle. 

Of six encounters, all involving more 
than one observer, all took place in 
highland locations in or near forest; so 
did most other sightings. 

While popular accounts generally 
described ape-men as hairier and more 
monkeylike, eyewitnesses reporting an 
erect, bipedal hominoid on the whole 
described something more humanlike 
(though still different from a modern 
human). 


GREGORY FORTH 


ABOVE: The author (at right) in western Flores with informants investigating a reputed hominoid grave. 


ably because of some unidentified ‘cultural’ 
difference) describing something at variance 
with what a Westerner might see in the same 
circumstances - then one is warranted in 
accepting at least some local reports as re- 
flecting visual encounters with an extant but 
scientifically unrecognised hominin species 


SCEPTICISM AND AUTHORITY 

So far, several reviewers have voiced scepti- 
cism about the continuing existence of Lio 
ape-men. One who mentions specific reasons 
is paleoanthropologist John Hawks, who 
asserts that “the idea that there’s a large 
primate that is unobserved on [Flores] and 
surviving in a population that can sustain 
itself is pretty close to zero.” 7 Since Lio 
people say they have seen it, by “unobserved” 
Hawks evidently refers to observers other 
than ordinary Flores islanders, and ultimately 
to professional scientists. Echoing this view, 
a reviewer for The Wall Street Journal, retired 
psychologist David Barash, similarly asserts 
that Between Ape and Human offers “nothing 
substantial” that could make my case for the 
Lio ape-men possibly representing a real ani- 
mal conforming to local descriptions. Since 
the numerous sighting reports apparently 
don’t count, “substantial” can of course only 
mean “physical” — that is, an actual specimen 
or ‘genetic remnants’ of Homo floresiensis or 
some other non-sapiens hominin that the 
reviewer, unaccountably and not entirely 
reasonably, would expect to find in the 
genomes of present day Flores Homo sapiens. 
In the same vein, the WSJ reviewer errone- 


ously states that “in one report of a lai ho’a 
[ape-man] struck and killed by a truck... no 
physical corpse was ever found.” In fact, the 
corpse was found - but by the truck’s driver 
and several other Lio men, who, it almost goes 
without saying, did not include any profes- 
sional zoologists. (There are similar infelici- 
ties. For example, Barash quotes me as saying 
that most Lio sightings of ape-men took place 
at night or in otherwise darkened condi- 
tions. But this is taken out of context, and he 
neglects to mention that the most credible 
encounters, all of which involved two or more 
observers, took place in daylight.) 

Clearly, then, how one is to interpret lo- 
cal reports of mystery hominoids all comes 
down to a question of disciplinary authority, 
and what sort of evidence counts as ‘real’ 
evidence. To be sure, academic biologists and 
paleontologists have good reasons to accept 
the epistemological limitations imposed 
by their disciplines. But sometimes there 
are good reasons to go outside the box. AsI 
explain in the book, there are lots of reasons 
why a local encounter with an ape-man, dead 
or alive, would not become known to anyone 
outside of a very restricted area, let alone 
anyone outside the island. And even if it did 
become known, it’s equally unlikely anyone 
qualified to identify it scientifically would 
take the trouble to follow up the report. 

As for a population of small-bodied homi- 
nins being capable of sustaining itself, this is 
impossible to determine with any precision, 
despite Hawks’s quasi-quantitative proposi- 
tion that the probability would be “pretty 


near zero”. There’s lots of food that could 
sustain this (not-so-) “large primate”, espe- 
cially in highland areas were humans rarely 
or never go. Its chances of survival would 

be further improved if it developed ways of 
avoiding sapiens, as local reports suggest the 
ape-man has done. 

Talking about probabilities, ’m reminded 
of the comment by Peter Brown, a member of 
the floresiensis discovery team, who claimed 
he would have been less surprised by the 
discovery of a space alien. If, before the fossil 
was unearthed, someone had predicted the 
discovery of a small-bodied hominin at a late 
Pleistocene site in Indonesia, with a brain the 
size of a chimpanzee’s and several anatomical 
features resembling those of Australopith- 
ecines and modern apes, then it would be 
difficult to imagine the chances of that too 
being rated anything higher than “close to 
zero”. Yet floresiensis was found — quite by 
accident, like most palzoanthropological dis- 
coveries — so we should not be quite so ready 
to dismiss the possibility of something similar 
surviving to the present. 
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Back in 2007, to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the dawn of the flying saucer age, 
Spanish ufologist LUIS R GONZALEZ MANSO wrote in these pages about postage 
stamps inspired by UFOs. Now, on the 75th anniversary of the birth of the phenomenon, 
he re-opens his stamp catalogues to bring this philatelic story up to date. 


PREMIER JOUR 
o'emMissiON 


Se on 


FOs are no longer so lavishly 
represented in philately. Since 
my previous survey in the Fortean 
Times special UFO issue of 2007 
(FT225:48-53), there have been 
only three (and a half) series 
unequivocally centred on the phenomenon. 
Madagascar dedicated a block sheet to 
the 65th anniversary of UFOs on 8 March 
2011 (rather early, as it would not be until 
the following year). Of the four stamps filled 
with saucer images and several greenish 
Grays, only one (top left) refers to a precise 
case: that of the pilot of the X-15 experi- 
mental plane. The date mentioned actually 
corresponds to the conference in which the 
pilot himself said that he had filmed two fly- 
ing discs on 30 April 1962 as they overtook 
his rocket ship while he established a new al- 
titude record of 50 miles (80km). The design 
of the stamps was once again by Bernard 
and Alexandre Lollini, as a tribute to Jimmy 
Guieu (1926-2000), “the great French novel- 
ist” (and credulous ufologist, I would add). 
The following year, they managed to sell 
almost the same design to Mali, as we can 
see in their First Day Cover (FDC) released 
on 12 April 2012. This time, they didn’t even 
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OVNI 
65° ANNIVERSAIRE 


THE MONOLITH #&ROM 
200) APPEARED ON 
A FIRST DAY COVER 
ISSUED BY MALI 


PREMIER JOUR D'EMISSION 
65¢ ANNIVERSAIRE KENNETH ARNOLD 


ABOVE LEFT: Madagascar’s 2011 UFO sheet. ABOVE 
RIGHT: Mali’s similar design from 2012. BELOW: 
Kazakhstan’s 2012 UFO stamp. 


bother to illustrate a real sighting, but did 
correct the embarrassing missing ‘h’ in Ken- 
neth Arnold’s name. 

A single stamp, designed by N Sokolov 
and issued by Kazakhstan on 25 July 2012, 
seems to illustrate a UFO. At least, this is 
how some distributors sell it. The FDC, re- 
leased at the time, included a nice postmark 
that hinted at some terrestrial space probe. 
In fact, the legend on the stamp (and the 
postmark) means “Opening Outer Space”. 
The other text, outside the postmark, means: 
“Kazakhstan. Almaty Main Post office an- 
niversary day”. No mention of UFOs here. 

A half UFO stamp released by Mozam- 
bique on 18 November 2018, commemorates 
the 110" anniversary of the Tunguska event 
with a four-stamp series and a sheetlet. It 
only merits half a point because none of 
the amazing explanations offered by the 
designer to explain the event mentions the 
most popular one: that it was a crashing fly- 
ing saucer. 

A ufologist stamp-collector cannot ignore 
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unusual fields. On 7 November 2007, the 
Republic of Guinea devoted a collection of 
stamps to chess champions. Among them, 
they included a leaflet and a stamp showing 
saucers flying overhead, with their iconic 
ventral rays! They also honored Kirsan Niko- 
layevich Llumzhinoyv, President of the Rus- 
sian Federal Republic of Kalmukia between 
1993 and 2010. Aside from being a chess 
master, Llumzhinov also became famous for 
claiming aliens took him on a visit to another 
planet in September 1997. 

Who could have imagined the 39th Presi- 
dent of the United States, Jimmy Carter, 
would achieve philatelic glory with a stamp 
commemorating his own UFO sighting? In 
a series dedicated to Yankee presidents, 
the Republic of Guinea in 2011 printed two 
leaflets devoted to the Democrat President. 
Various world personalities who marked 
his presidency are represented alongside a 
saucer (upper right corner). The Souvenir 
Sheet depicted his 1969 sighting: a distant 
light in the night sky of Georgia seen as he 
campaigned for governor. 

US astronaut Edgar Mitchell (1930-2016) 
appeared on a small block sheet put into 
circulation by Niger on the occasion of 
his death. During his Apollo 14 flight, he 
conducted some telepathy experiments with 
friends back on Earth and years later he 
would be one of the founders of the Institute 
of Noetic Sciences for parapsychological re- 


search. His belief that UFOs were spaceships 
from other planets was mentioned in several 
interviews. 


SCREEN MEMORIES 

Hanna-Barbera’s cartoon aliens from The 
Jetsons are shown in their flying saucer on a 
Mongolia issue dated 1991. The first charac- 
ter on the left is Orbitty, a furry alien. Their 
prehistoric counterparts, The Flintstones, also 
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TOP LEFT: Mozambique commemorates the Tun- 
guska event with a four-stamp series. TOP CENTRE: 
Guinea’s strange mash-up of chess champions and 
UFOs. TOP RIGHT: Astronaut Edgar Mitchell on a 
stamp issued by Niger. ABOVE LEFT & BELOW LEFT: 
Guinea’s saucer-mad commemoration of President 
Jimmy Carter and his 1969 UFO sighting. ABOVE: 
Mongolia celebrates The Jetsons in 1991. 


had a resident alien after 1965. Called ‘The 
Great Gazoo’, the tiny, green, floating ET 
had been exiled to Earth from planet Zetox 
as punishment for inventing a doomsday 
machine. He appears on this unofficial stamp 
from Madagascar, issued in 2021. 

The most recent addition to UFO stamps 
aimed at children was released on 9 Novem- 
ber 2018 by Ukraine, to illustrate the letter 
“E” of their alphabet. 

Cinematic aliens are a popular choice for 
philately. Arthur C Clarke’s black Monolith, 
from Kubrick’s 1968 film 2001: A Space Odys- 
sey, appeared on a FDC issued by Mali on 20 
November 2017. It reminded me of a ‘real’ 
abduction case which happened nine years 
later, on 26 January 1977. Lee Parrish, a 
truck driver from Kentucky, had just left his 
girlfriend’s home around 1am. Driving along 
Highway 329, he saw a brilliant orange- 
red rectangular object hovering above the 
treeline near the road. His car radio failed 
and he came to a halt directly below the 
object, which sped away without making any 
sound. When he arrived home, he found that 
the seven-minute trip had taken 38 minutes 
and left him with painful eyes. 

His girlfriend’s mother, suspecting the 
time-loss was unusual, called a ufologist. Un- 
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TOP LEFT: A non-official Flintstones stamp from Madagascar, 2021. ABOVE LEFT: A Ukrainian stamp from 2018. ABOVE CENTRE: Lee Parrish’s bizarre 1977 close 
encounter. TOP RIGHT: An Easter Island head and alien on a stamp from the Komi Republic in 2000 (the whole sheet is shown below). ABOVE RIGHT: A sketch of 
the aliens reported in a South American case. BELOW: A Malian FDC featuring Arthur C Clarke. BOTTOM (left-right): A 2007 stamp showing Spanish mystics being 
taken aboard a UFO; a 2000 Finnish stamp showing an alien; Barcelona-based UFO group CEI’s anniversary stamp; the author’s novel about the UMMO affair. 


der hypnosis, Parrish described finding him- in 2000, which is full of astro-archzological 
self in a white, circular room with self-lumi- REPUBLIQUE references such as the stone heads of Easter 
nous walls in the presence of three plainly Island. The aliens mentioned in a South 
non-human sentient beings. A tall, black American occupant case were indeed lik- 
“jug-shaped” one - featureless except for its ened to those heads. * Other scenes on this 
one-jointed handless arm — touched him on sheet refer to the Egyptian pyramids, mega- 
his side and back. It hurt and terrified him. lithic sites and a primitive human creating 
A similar one - but smaller, red and “like rock art of a ‘spaceship’. Strange subaquatic 
a Coke machine” - also touched him with activities and alleged astronaut sightings 
its odd arm. This time his terror subsided, al- are also hinted at. The stamp at bottom left 
though he felt a needle-like sting. The third illustrates a particular case, known as the 
entity, tall and glowing white, watched him ‘Cash-Landrum UFO’. 
with its blocky head. In a surreal sequence, Two more stamps with abduction associa- 
the red one moved behind the white one tions. In 2001, a Spanish 12-stamp block 
and out of sight; then the white one seemed might be classified as a ‘Close Encounter 
to merge with the back one, which promptly of the Mystic Kind’. It shows three famous 
disappeared. Moments later - without ap- Spanish mystics (Teresa of Avila, John of 
parent transition - Lee found himself back the Cross and the painter El Greco) travel- 
in his Jeep which seemed to be suspended ling up a beam emitted from the base of a 
in mid-air beneath the flying object. There conical UFO bearing a large eye (a mysti- 
was little subsequent investigation as the cal symbol of God). It demonstrates that 
witness became reluctant to talk about his ufological imagery can show up in the most 
experience, and no one asked him about the unexpected places. In 2000, a Finnish stamp 
resemblance of his abductors to the black offered an unmistakable allegory of an 
sentient slab in Kubrick’s movie. + alien abduction: a Little Green Man using a 
big magnet to attract a child. 

In 2007, the innovative Spanish postal 
service launched the ‘Your Stamp’ service 
in which anyone, for a fee, could design 
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ANCIENT ALIENS 
More strange non-humanoid ‘aliens’ are 
depicted on a postal sheet issued by Komi 
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Ancient Egyptian Flying Vehictes: 
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ABOVE LEFT: Richard Hoagland and his ancient aliens achieved philatelic fame on this stamp from Antigua & Barbuda. ABOVE RIGHT: The story of the submarine 
Junon seen on the cover of a French UFO magazine. BELOW: The history of Project Harp represented on a series of stamps from Barbados issued in 1979. 


their own personalised stamp for legal use. 
The following year, on the occasion of its 
50th anniversary, the Barcelona-based UFO 
group CEI (Center D’estudis Interplanetaris) 
took the opportunity to put into circula- 
tion a sober stamp, using the same image 
on the First Day Envelope. As they have 
very short runs and are mainly for per- 
sonal use, this type of stamp is not usually 
cataloged. In 2015, I used this original idea 
myself to develop a common international 
series of stamps celebrating the notorious 
‘UMMO affair’, a Spanish hoax involving 
purported extraterrestrial documents (each 
country had its own colour for the emblem 
on the fuselage). The common illustration 
(designed by David Sankey) served also as 
cover of my own novel * about this fascinat- 
ing story. * 

Only one ufologist has achieved phila- 
telic fame. The designer of the stamp, 
for Antigua & Barbuda, reproduced the 
so-called ‘Abydos inscription’ in which 
some believers see images of aircraft and 
helicopters in ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs. 
Its influence can be seen in the film and 
TV series Stargate, in which it becomes the 
name of the invaders’ home planet. In For- 
tean Studies, Barbara Barret debunked the 
whole story. ° These images were catalogued 
in the 19th century by Karl R Lepsius and 
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UFO IMAGERY CAN 
SHOW UP IN THE 
MOST UNEXPECTED 
PLACES 


were the result of using the same stone 

for two different hieroglyphic texts. The 
original inscription, made during the reign 
of Seti I, was plastered over at the behest 
of Ramesses II and then re-carved with a 
different message... and the parallels with 
modern flying machines was born. The eso- 
teric interpretation began in the mid-1980s, 
resulting, in 1999, in a Fox TV documentary 
which exposed millions of viewers to the 
delirious interpretations of the charismatic 
Richard C Hoagland, whose portrait pre- 
sides over the text. It’s a wonder the hand 
of the stamp designer did not tremble when 
he placed the glyph beside Han Solo’s Mil- 
lennium Falcon! For good measure, he adds 
a couple of flying saucers against a starry 
background. The stamp itself reproduces 
the poster from the movie Fire in the Sky 
(1993), which dramatised Travis Walton’s 
controversial UFO abduction. 
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PROJECT HARP 

There are thousands of opportunities for 
misperception when ordinary people mis- 
interpret stars, planets (Venus especially), 
clouds and meteorites, even man-made arte- 
facts such as aircraft and balloons as UFOs. 
As an example, I want to offer the following, 
because it did have some proper stamps to 
illustrate it. 

On board the French submarine Junon, 
lying off Martinique one night in September 
1965, a young Michel Figuet had a personal 
experience (illustrated on the cover of a 
French UFO magazine). In the following 
years he would go on to become one of 
the most prestigious ufologists in France, 
especially for his exhaustive and refined 
catalogue of French ‘landings’, but was 
branded by others as a debunker. Figuet 
died on 18 October 2000, never knowing the 
true nature of the phenomenon that he ob- 
served that night in Martinique, which was 
resolved by the magnificent detective work 
of my colleague Manuel Borraz in 2009. © 

Like Impey Barbicane - the president of 
the Gun Club in Jules Verne’s Voyage to the 
Moon - a Canadian engineer called Gerald 
Bull dreamed of building a cannon capable 
of putting satellites into orbit, as a low-cost 
alternative to rockets. In 1962, he obtained 
the material support of the US Army and 
McGill University in Montreal, and began 
test launching from the Caribbean island 
of Barbados. Hundreds of launches were 
made during Project HARP (High Altitude 
Research Project) —- sometimes up to eight 
per night - with great noise and annoyance 
for the inhabitants of that small island. 

As Borraz discovered, on 20-21 Septem- 
ber 1965, a series of shots were fired with 
the huge 16-in (40cm) cannon, pointed 
east-south east (in the direction of the 
Atlantic) and with a near-vertical elevation. 
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The specially designed projectiles released 
a trimethyl-aluminum charge between 
90km (56 miles) and a maximum altitude 

of 140km (87 miles); this reacts with the 
oxygen in the atmosphere, giving rise to 

a chemical luminescence trail that can be 
photographed at night to obtain meteorolog- 
ical data. The wind causes the trail to take 
up capricious shapes, which is what Figuet 
saw. Case closed! 

The most curious detail is that this 
project was never secret — how could it have 
been with the tremendous noise of each 
shot? And here is the philatelic connec- 
tion: the Barbados government issued two 
different series of stamps about the project. 
A single stamp in 1968 for Meteorology Day 
and a series of three stamps (showing differ- 
ent stages of the project) on 10 September 
1979. A good example of a UFO becoming 
an IFO (Identified Flying Object) after a 
proper investigation. 


COINING IT 

Since 2018, the Canada Mint has released 
each year an official silver coin related 

to UFOs. In April 2018, the 20-dollar coin 
featured the famous close encounter that 
took place on 19 May 1967 at Falcon Lake. 
The one from October 2019 referenced the 
alleged fall of a UFO in the sea near the 
fishing town of Shag Harbor, Nova Scotia, in 
October 1967. Despite an official investiga- 
tion, no trace of it was found. This coin, like 
the preceding one, glows in the dark with a 
superimposed image. Finally, on June 2020, 
having run out of interesting Canadian UFO 
cases, they released the first holographic 
silver coin, in the form of a flying saucer, 
which started with a sale price of 120 Cana- 
dian dollars. 


STAMP TREK 
In my latest book (reviewed FT422:58) I 
also include two catalogues. The first covers 
stamps featuring Star Trek’s aliens - an 
habitual presence given the continuing 
Star Trek series and movies. Most of these 
aliens are anthropomorphic (for understand- 
able reasons). However, the original series 
included some iconic images that years later 
would appear incorporated into abduction 
mythology. For example, episode 18 (“Are- 
na”) introduces us to a reptilian alien race, 
the Gorn; and in episode 66 (“Wink of an 
Eye”), a group of aliens - invisible because 
they live in a “fast time” - try to kidnap the 
Enterprise crew to improve their deteriorat- 
ing genetics. The same idea was defended 
as real by the famous abductionist Budd 
Hopkins in his book Sight Unseen (2003). 
The block of four stamps issued by the 
Caribbean archipelago (this time by Union 
Island) on 21 September 2016 includes 
several aliens from the original series 
(TOS). Under the title “Life, But Not As We 
Know It!” we see (left to right): the M-113 
creature (TOS, “The Man Trap); Andorian 
(TOS, “Journey to Babel”); Orion female 
(TOS, “The Cage”); and the Mugato (TOS, “A 
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LEFT (top to bottom): Canada Mint’s 2018 coin 
showing the 1967 Falcon Lake encounter; the 
2019 coin showing the alleged fall of a UFO at 
Shag Bay, 1967; Union Island’s set of stamps 
featuring Star Trek aliens; some of the Next Gen- 
eration cat stamps from the Marshall Islands. 


Private Little War”). 

As some people consider cats to be 
almost an alien species, I include them here 
also. In 2018, the Pacific Marshall Islands 
released two blocks of six stamps each with 
illustrations taken from two books: Star Trek 
Cats (2017) and Star Trek - The Next Genera- 
tion Cats (2018) by Jenny Parks. The stamps 
feature different cat races dressed as the 
crew of Star Trek TNG. 

The second catalogue lists Star Wars 
stamps. Yes, we have Chewbacca, Yoda and 
even Jar Jar Binks, but the main characters 
are all undeniably human. The theme is 
that famous opening line: “A long time ago 
in a galaxy far, far away ...” Perhaps only 
fans care, but unless we suppose that the 
descendants of Luke Skywalker reached us 
eons ago and colonised our planet, those 
original characters were all really aliens. 
As many ufologists have argued to explain 
the close similarity of many alien visitors 
to ourselves, we could always appeal to 
Convergent Evolution. 

On 25 May 1977, George Lucas’s space 
epic opened in deep space, with a huge, 
silent flying triangle slowly entering the 
screen. It was an Imperial-class Star De- 
stroyer, depicted here as part of an issue 
released on 19 March 1996 by St Vincent 
and the Grenadines. 

Spectators could not fail to be moved by 
the sight of that ominous overhead war- 
ship... but the most surprising fact is that 
within a few years, those iconic saucer- 
shaped UFOs were progressively replaced in 
our skies by a new type: huge, black trian- 
gles often seen hovering or cruising silently 
over roads and cities. 7 Coincidence? In Eu- 
rope, they were often described during the 
UFO wave over Belgium (1989-1990). There 
is even a famous photograph, although its 
author confessed his hoax years later. 

To the SF connoisseur, one of the most 
striking ideas of the saga was the illogical 
mixture of hooded aliens in ancient monk 
robes, fighting with light sabers, in a highly 
technological civilisation spread across 
thousands of planets. When Arthur C Clarke 
wrote his third Law - “Any sufficiently ad- 
vanced technology is indistinguishable from 
magic” — he surely had something differ- 
ent in mind. I have been unable to find the 
earliest UFO close encounter in which a wit- 
ness describes aliens wearing robes. None 
of the classic CE3K cases mention anything 
remotely like this. Only when abductions 
moved indoors, and abductees began to 
meet intruders inside their homes, did this 
new and shocking imagery surface. For ex- 
ample, the 1991 Massachusetts witness de- 
scribed her abductors as wearing greenish- 
black capes. ® The most recent addition to 
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these robed aliens in stamps was offered on 
eBay, allegedly issued by Hungary. 

I would like to finish by commenting 
on one Spanish CE3K case that reflected 
the direct influence of the original Star 
Wars movie on the UFO phenomenon. The 
incident itself has passed all the tests, hav- 
ing been investigated at the time by one of 
Spain’s most venerable ufologists, Vicente- 
Juan Ballester Olmos, and his team. Twenty- 
five years later, I had the opportunity to 
accompany him when he re-interviewed 
the only witness, who reaffirmed his earlier 
testimony without any contradiction. 

On the morning of 25 July 1979, the wit- 
ness, a farmer, was driving to his vineyard 
when he found a strange object in the 
middle of the dirt road. Thinking it was 
another car, he came closer, stopping about 
four metres (12ft) away. Two small beings, 
less than 1m (3ft) tall, ran out from behind a 
carob tree to the witness’s left, and entered 
the object at speed. Within seconds, it shot 
into the air. 

What distinguishes this case from 
hundreds of similar (but never identical) 
accounts is the detail of the creatures’ 
clothing. Bright white in colour, it was very 
wide - as if “puffed up” - and covered them 
completely, “like monk’s cassocks”. 
Their faces were obscured by what 
the witness likened to “weld- 
ing goggles, but longer”. This 
was a distinctive and unique 
feature which has not been 
mentioned in similar reports 
before or since. When I first 
learned the details of this 
case, I was curious about the 
resemblance between these 
goggled entities and two charac- 
ters from Star Wars: they look like 
a combination of the Jawas (shown here 
from a stamp issued by Mali in 1997) and 
the Tuskens, which have never featured on 
a stamp. The witness maintains that he has 
never seen the movie... and I believe him. 


ST. VINCENT 
AND THE GRENADINES 


© 1996 Lucasfilm Wed, 


THEY LOOMED LIKE 
4 COMBINATION OF 
THE JAWAS AND 
THE TUSKENS 


LATEST UPDATES 
On 13 October 2021, Canadian actor Wil- 
liam Shatner - who played Captain James 
Tiberius Kirk in Star Trek and several movies 
- himself reached “space: the final frontier” 
in real life. This was because he was on 
board the craft Blue Origin NS-18, owned by 
American magnate Jeff Bezos. At the age 
of 90, Shatner became the oldest person to 
leave Earth’s atmosphere, his suborbital 
flight lasting 10 minutes (three of them 
weightless). Inevitably, Shatner’s feat 
was recognised by those unofficial 
philatelic issuers who were al- 
ways looking for collectors to 
exploit. The first two stamps 
appeared in 2021; issued by 
Guinea-Bissau and Djibuti. 
More recently, on 16 
March 2022, the Austria 
Mint issued 65,000 coins, 
specially designed by Anna 
Rastl. With a face value of 25 
euros - but offered at more than 
three times that amount - its significant 
feature was that it was made of an alloy of 
silver and niobium. Its designer dedicated 
it to extraterrestrial life, saying: “The violet 
niobium core is dominated by an alien hold- 


VOOU AO 


GUINE-BISSAU 3300 FCFA 


ABOVE LEFT: Jawas on a Malian stamp, 1997. 
ABOVE CENTRE: Similar figures from a 1979 
Spanish CE3K case. ABOVE: Shatner in space on 
a 2021 stamp from Guinea-Bisseau. LEFT: Black 
triangles prefigured in Star Wars, on a stamp 
from St Vincent & Grenadines, 1996. BELOW: 
Austria’s alien coin. 


ing the Earth in his hands as if playing with 
it, symbolising that we would probably be 
defenceless against them, if they exist.” In- 
scribed in the silver outer ring is the famous 
Drake equation (see p.26) about the chances 
of finding an alien civilisation. 


NOTES 
1 Carla L Rueckert, APRO Bulletin, 25:7, Jan 1977. 


2 2 Aug 1972 — Bahia Blanca (Argentina). Source: 
R Jack Perrin, El misterio de los OVNI, Barcelona: De 
Vecchi, 1978, pp. 37-41. 


3 Reinaldo Manso, UMMO -— Historia de una 
obsesion, 2015. 


4 See FT339:74 for a postal incident related to 
these stamps. 


5 Barbara Barrett, “Persistent Beliefs (or Indy Nile). 
The Abydos inscription in context”, Fortean Studies 
#7, 2001. www.academia.edu/42774887/Ger- 
ald_Michel_Jacques._Los_avistamientos_de_Fort- 
de-France_1965_en_perspectiva 


6 Manuel Borraz, “Gerald, Michel, Jacques. Los 
avistamientos de Fort-de-France” (1965) en per- 
spectiva”, Anuario CdU 34, 2009. 


7 DrJ Allen Hynek and Philip J Imbrogno, Night 
Siege — The Hudson Valley UFO Sightings, 1987. 


8 Marge Christensen, “The South Dakota Connec- 
tion”, MUFON UFO Journal #181, Mar 1983, p.4. 
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Apocalypse Cow! The Sequel 


TED HARRISON reports 
on the latest efforts to 
bring an unblemished red 
heifer to Israel and fulfil 
the prophecies of the 
rebuilt Temple and the 
Messiah’s return. 


t 5pm on Thursday 
15 September a 
flight from the USA 
touched down at 
Ben Gurion Airport 
in Israel. On board was a very 
special cargo, eagerly awaited 
by a 300-strong welcoming party 
that had gathered in the airport’s 
cargo terminal. 

Present were leading members 
of The Temple Institute, a group 
of orthodox Jews dedicated to 
reclaiming ownership of the 
Jerusalem Temple Mount and 
building a new Temple there. 
They were witnessing what to 
them was a prophetic moment 
-a sign that the Messiah was 
imminent - the arrival on Israeli 
soil of five unblemished red 
heifers! 

The crated, jet-lagged cattle 
were greeted with the blowing of 
the Jewish ceremonial horn, the 
Shofar, and given a ceremonial 
blessing, amid much rejoicing. 
After a long, and for many years, 
fruitless international search 
by religious Jews seeking out a 
perfect unblemished red heifer, 
five had been found in Texas. 

To many orthodox Jews 
and to many fundamentalist 
Christians this was a crucial 
moment in history. They believe 
the identification of a heifer that 
meets with the strict instructions 
given by God to Moses and Aaron 
found in Numbers 19 - that it be 
“without defect, in which there is 
no blemish, and on which a yoke 
has never come” - will enable 
the rituals to take place that 
will purify a new generation of 
Temple priests. Once the priests, 
the kohanim, are purified the 
construction of the Temple can 


go ahead, and even before it is 
complete, many of the ancient 
practices and animal sacrifices, 
which haven’t taken place for 
2000 years, can be reinstated. All 
these activities are prerequisites 
to the long-anticipated arrival of 
the Messiah. 

The heifers were discovered 
after an appeal had been made 
to cattle farmers in Texas by 
Byron Stinson of the Christian 
organisation Boneh Israel - 
‘Building Israel’. 

American fundamentalist 
Christians have been helping 
Jewish officials from the Temple 
Institute to search for the perfect 
animal, which will be slaughtered 
and burned to create the 
ashes needed for the 
purification. As Moses 
and Aaron were told: 
“Her skin, and her 
flesh, and her blood, 
with her dung, shall 
he burn: And the priest 
shall take cedar wood, 
and hyssop, and scarlet, 
and cast it into the midst of the 
burning of the heifer.” 

While the Temple Institute 
claims that the Third Temple will 
herald a time of unparalleled 
world peace and harmony, the 
Christians have a different 
agenda and believe that the 
restoration of the Temple will 
trigger the apocalypse and the 
second coming of Christ. 

Some Christian groups believe 
that just one perfect heifer in 
Israel will trigger the Rapture. 


“Her skin, and 
her flesh, and her 


blood shall he 
burn” 


Nevertheless, despite the 
different Christian and Jewish 
perspectives, the two traditions 
have been collaborating in the 
single mission of finding the ideal 
animal. 

The reason why it has been 
so difficult to locate a perfect 
animal is that even when a 
perfect calf is born, the chances 
are high that as it grows older 
isolated black or white 
hairs will appear on its 
coat, which render it 
invalid for sacrifice. 
According to Jewish 
tradition, even two 
alien hairs disqualify 
an animal. 

Over recent years there 
have been many raised hopes 

and many false alarms. There 
have even been attempts to use 
modern IVF embryo selection 
techniques to develop the perfect 
bovine specimen. 

Also, in many countries there 
are strict rules about farm animal 
identification to keep tabs on 
the buying and selling of cattle 
and to monitor the spread of 
any disease. Most commonly, 
cattle have their ears tagged or 
tattooed, which of course creates 


LEFT: The unblemished red heifers are 
readied for their flight to Israel. BELOW: 
Fundamentalist Christian Byron Stinson. 


an immediate blemish. 

On this occasion, Byron 
Stinson’s appeal to Texan 
ranchers was answered by a 
farmer who was unaware of the 
regulations and failed to tag the 
ears of his calves. 

The heifers that have been sent 
to Israel are all under one year 
old. They have been carefully 
inspected by rabbis in the USA, 
but must remain unblemished, 
un-impregnated and ‘un-yoked’ 
until they are two years and one 
day to qualify for their messianic 
role. 

Their immediate destiny was 
to be sent by road to Haifa for 
seven days’ quarantine to meet 
the requirements of the Israel 
Veterinary Authority. 

From there, they were sent to 
two separate secure locations 
in Israel to be reared until they 
were of age. During that time 
they will be constantly checked 
for blemishes. Should two 
miscoloured hairs be found as 
they are examined by a rabbi 
with a magnifying glass, there 
will be much disappointment. 

Assuming at least one heifer 
survives in ritually-perfect 
condition, it will be some time 
in 2024 that the slaughter, 
cremation and purification 
rituals take place. 

And while the hopeful wait, 
another search is underway: 
rumours abound in Messianic 
and End Time circles that 
the discovery of the Ark of 
the Covenant is about to be 
announced. Watch this space... 


For previous coverage of red 
heifers, see FT 100:15, 102:16, 
118:25 and Ted Harrison, 
“Apocalypse Cow! The Return of the 
Red Heifer”, FT373:44-47. 


e@¢ TED HARRISON is a writer, artist 
and film-maker. He is a former BBC 

religious affairs correspondent and a 
regular contributor to Fortean Times. 


ras 49 


www. forteantimes.com 


CHRIS JACKSON — WPA POOL / GETTY IMAGES 


FORUM 


SEND FORUM SUBMISSIONS TO THE EDITOR: DRSUTTON@FORTEANTIMES.COM 


Dreaming of the Queen 


Many people had vivid 
dreams about the late 
Queen Elizabeth, and 
some believed they had 
dreamt of her death 
before it happened. TARAS 
YOUNG scanned a year’s 
worth of Twitter posts 

in search of possibly 
precognitive tweets... 


ntil her death aged 

96 in September 

this year, Queen 

Elizabeth II was 

a constant figure 
in public life. Spanning seven 
decades, her reign corresponded 
with both a worldwide population 
boom and the information age, 
making her undoubtedly one of 
the most ‘seen’ figures in human 
history. From coins and stamps, to 
her annual Christmas speech, to 
being groped by inept cop Frank 
Drebin in The Naked Gun and 
defaced in Jamie Reid’s iconic 
artwork for the Sex Pistols, the 
public image of Elizabeth II was 
hard to avoid and has become 
firmly lodged in the global 
psyche. 

While there is no substantive 
way to quantify the extent to 
which Her Majesty invaded our 
most intimate thoughts, it’s not a 
stretch to believe that the Queen 
must have been one of the most 
dreamt-about personalities of the 
last 100 years. 

Indeed, a dream about 
Elizabeth II inspired one of 
the last songs country star 
Johnny Cash wrote before his 
death. In the album notes for 
American IV, Cash wrote: “I was 
in Nottingham, England, and had 
bought a book called Dreaming 
of the Queen... I dreamed that 
I walked into Buckingham 
Palace, and there she sat... AsI 
approached, the Queen looked 
up at me and said, ‘Johnny Cash! 
You’re like a thorn tree ina 


50 FT425, 


www.forteantimes.com 


“Johnny Cash! 
You’re likea 
thorn treeina 
whirlwind” 


whirlwind.” The biblical quality 
of this statement moved him to 
revisit the Book of Revelation, 
leading Cash to pen 
what he later termed 
his “apocalypse song”, 
“The Man Comes 
Around”. Cash kept 
the oneiric monarch’s 
prophetic-sounding 
phrase as part of its 
haunting chorus. 

The book Cash 
referred to was, in fact, 
Dreams About H.M. 
the Queen and Other Members 
of the Royal Family by Brian 
Masters, who would go on to 
build a successful career writing 
biographies of serial killers. 

In 1972, Masters compiled and 
analysed dozens of dreams sent 
to him by the public, ranging 
from the relatively mundane 

— having a cup of tea with Her 


“Dreams 
about 
HSM. 

The Queen 


Majesty - to the truly bizarre: 
one correspondent reported 
dreaming that savage dogs were 
dropped onto the Queen froma 
false ceiling as part of a ritual 
crucial to her survival. 

Among these fantasies, 
Masters identified another type 
of dream - premonitions of a 
monarch’s death. “When a king 
dies,” he wrote, “the number of 
premonitions in dreams which 
suddenly come to light runs into 
hundreds... One only 
pauses to think if the 
dream coincides with 
the event to the very 
day.” Premonitions of the 
death of Elizabeth II are 
absent from Masters’s 
book; however, following 

her passing, reports 
emerged of two notable 
figures who had foretold 
the monarch’s demise: 
Nostradamus, the 16th century 
French astrologer, and Maureen 
Lipman, the actress from the BT 
advertisements. 

The claim that Nostradamus 
had predicted the Queen’s death 
was found in Mario Reading’s 
2005 book, Nostradamus: The 
Complete Prophecies for the 
Future. Reading, a translator 


LEFT: The late Queen Elizabeth II in 
2019. BELOW: The book that Johnny 
Cash bought on a visit to England. 
FACING PAGE: The singer’s own 
dream about the Queen inspired an 
apocalyptic song he wrote for his last 
album, American IV. 


and authority on the French 
mystic, believed he had found the 
Queen’s death foretold in chapter 
six, quatrain 72: 


Through feigned fury of divine 
emotion 

The wife of the great one will be 
violated: 

The judges wishing to condemn 
such a doctrine, 

She is sacrificed a victim to the 
ignorant people. 


Given 6/72, or June 1972, had 
already passed at the time of 
the book’s publication, Reading 
creatively found another verse — 
chapter 10, quatrain 22 - to claim 
the date of 10/22, or October 
2022, for the Queen’s death - only 
a month out. This quatrain refers 
to the ‘King of the Isles’ being 
‘driven out by force’ after failing 
to consent to a divorce, which 
Reading said represented the 
impending constitutional crisis 
faced by King Charles ITI and his 
Queen Consort, Camilla. Quatrain 
9/22 does also refer to a king - 
but then, so do a great number 
of other verses throughout the 
predictions. The Times reported 
that Reading’s book shot to the 
top of the bestseller charts in the 
week following the Queen’s death 
- from shifting five copies per 
week to selling 8,000. 

Nostradamus’s accuracy was 
matched by that of a prediction 
made by the purported temporal 
tourist @timetraveller_2082, 
who posted a video to TikTok in 
August 2022 claiming that the 
Queen would die on 4 October. 
He also prophesied that the 
seventh instalment of the Grand 
Theft Auto video game series 
would be released in 2030, an 
issue on which Nostradamus 


seems to have been inexplicably 
tight-lipped. 

For her part, Dame Maureen 
Lipman revealed her own 
precognitive event in a televised 
interview as part of the BBC’s 
coverage of the Queen’s death. 
She revealed to broadcaster 
Kirsty Young that she had 
sent a text message to a fellow 
Coronation Street actor 11 days 
previously, which read: “I think 
the Queen’s going to die.” 

According to the authors 
of the 2012 book Anomalistic 
Psychology, academic studies of 
precognition have found that 
around 60 to 70 per cent of all 
reported premonitions take 
place in dreams, and an IPSOS 
MORI poll in 2007 found that 35 
per cent of British adults believe 
dreams can offer a glimpse 
into the future. Unpredictable 
events of this magnitude and 
significance to the public are 
few and far between, and — this 
being the information age -I 
wondered whether there was a 
way to discover whether anyone’s 
dreams had correctly predicted 
the Queen’s death, or whether 
it could have been foretold 
by analysing the unconscious 
‘wisdom of the crowd’. 

Among the piles of ‘user- 
generated content’ online, there 
would surely be enough data to 
find whether the public’s dreams 
had predicted the monarch’s 
demise. I determined that 
Twitter would be the ideal source 
to tap into: not only do people 
feel compelled to overshare 
mundane details of their lives on 
the platform, but - unlike other 
social networks - tweets cannot 
be edited after the fact, only 
deleted. Within Twitter, then, 
there lay a somewhat immutable 
public record of people’s dreams 
about the Queen’s death waiting 
to be pseudoscientifically 
analysed by anyone with a web 
browser and too much spare 
time. 

Combing through the results 
of a selection of search queries 
- such as “queen died (dream 
OR dreamt OR dreamed OR 
nightmare) until:2022-09-08” 

-I built up a record of how 
many people had self-reported 
dreaming about the Queen’s 
death over the 12 months 
leading up to the occasion. I 


only considered tweets sent 
before the announcement on 8 
September that the monarch was 
“under medical supervision”; 

12 ‘death dreams’ were reported 
after this news. Immediately 
following the official notice of 
the Queen’s death, a further nine 
people claimed to have dreamed 
about it that day, and 22 more 
said they had done so in the 
preceding week. These were all 
excluded from my survey. 

Talso omitted the few 
premonitions 
that placed her 
passing after 
8 September 
2022. For 
example, one 
user hada 
vision that 
she would 
die on the 
opening day 
of the Qatar 
World Cup - 20 
November. 

I did, however, include the 
daydreamers: a small number 
of people who had contacted 
broadcasters earlier in the 
year, mistakenly believing that 
they had heard a phantom 
announcement of the Queen’s 
death. 

In the 365 days analysed, I 
found 341 authentic reports 
of dreams about the Queen’s 
death. One American student 
was forced to write their British 
roommate a note of apology 
after telling them Her Majesty 
had died, only to realise later it 
had been a dream. A teenager 
dreamed a pop concert she was 
preparing to attend had been 
cancelled due to the monarch’s 
passing. Some dreamed the 
Queen had died in bizarre 
accidents: tumbling out of a hot 
air balloon to mark her Platinum 
Jubilee, or falling off a horse as 
it navigated a flight of concrete 
steps. One woman imagined that 
the Steps singer Lisa Scott Lee 
had been chosen to announce 
the sad news to the world, while 
aman dreamed footballer Alan 
Shearer had inappropriately 
been invited to deliver a eulogy 
at the funeral. 

None of these reports termed 
their nocturnal visions of the 
Queen ‘nightmares’ — always 
‘dreams’, regardless of how 


unsettled they made the 
percipient feel. This tallies with 
the findings in Dreams About 
H.M. the Queen, in which Masters 
wrote: “I have not come across a 
single nightmare that involved 
living royalty.” Another fact 
corresponds with Masters’s 1970s 
book: dreams of the Queen’s 
death seem not to have been 
limited to ardent royalists, 

but were just as likely to be 
experienced by those opposed to 
the monarchy. 

Grouping 
the reported 
‘death dreams’ 
week-by-week 
revealed 
clear peaks, 
all of which 
corresponded 
with news 
stories about 
the Queen’s 
health: in 
November 
2021, when she 
failed to attend Remembrance 
Day services due to a sprained 
back; in January 2022, when 
plans for the Platinum Jubilee 
were announced; in mid- 
February, when she contracted 
Covid-19, and during the Jubilee 
itself in June. By far the biggest 
peak in imaginary royal deaths 
occurred around 20 February, 
when news of the Queen’s Covid 
infection led to rumours she was 
already dead, and the term “the 
Queen died” briefly became a 
trending topic on Twitter. 

Following two weeks in 
which virtually no dreams were 
reported, there was a sudden 
spike in dreams in the five days 
prior to her death, with six 
reports across the nights of 6 and 
7 September. However, this could 
be explained by the fact that the 
Queen — looking particularly frail 
—had been pictured appointing 
her new Prime Minister, Liz 
Truss, on the sixth. 

Finally, I also checked whether 
anybody had dreamed of the 
royal passing on 8 September 
in any year. They had not. 

Some news outlets credulously 
reported that one low-followed 
Twitter account had accurately 
predicted the date of the Queen’s 
death three months earlier, on 

7 June, writing: “Update: the 
Queen dies 8 September 2022.” 


As more savvy commentators 
pointed out, however, anyone 
could post hundreds of 
predictions ahead of time, then 
delete all but the correct one, 
giving the appearance of genuine 
prophecy. 

Writing about premonitions 
of the Aberfan disaster in 1957, 
the authors of Anomalistic 
Psychology point out that, given 
enough dreamers and enough 
time, even ‘one-in-a-million’ 
eventualities will be seen in 
dreams, sometimes by multiple 
people. Even so, in this instance, 
the monkeys-and-typewriters 
fuelling Twitter do not appear 
to have offered prior knowledge 
of the death of the ‘Queen of the 
British psyche’, as Masters has 
her - although it does show how 
our figureheads, and the news 
about them, can intrude on our 
innermost thoughts. 


For more on precognitive dreams, 
see Alan Murdie, “Foreseeing a 
Disaster: Forgotten Dreams of 
Aberfan”, FT350:44-51 and Gary 
Lachman, “I Dream the Future and 
So Do You”, FT 415:32-38. 
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Enchanting the cultural landscape 


Cathi Unsworth explores the rural dreamscapes, reimagined mythical folklore and shadowed 
undergrowth of film and television 


A Year in the 
Country 

Cathode Ray and Celluloid 
Hinterlands 

Stephen Prince 


A Year In The Country 2022 
Pb, £15.95, 347pp, ISBN 9781916095236 


Writer, musician, photographer 
and cultural pathfinder, Stephen 
Prince has been mapping 
hauntological themes in popular 
culture for the best part of a 
decade. His umbrella project A 
Year In The Country encompasses 
books, albums and a website that 
catalogue his comprehensive Or- 
dinance Survey of the Wyrd. Pre- 
viously an urban flaneur, whose 
journeys into the Soho night 
were gathered in his Afterhours 
Sleaze and Dignity photo-journals 
(2013), Prince turned rural psy- 
chogeographer after relocating 
to his native Derbyshire in 2014. 
His quest really began, growing 
up glued to the BBC’s Bagpuss 
(1974) and Thames Television’s 
Shadows (1975-8) - programmes 
that suggested to their wide- 
eyed viewers that a portal into 
another realm could only be a 
shop door away. 

These formative influences 
join 22 further selections, from 
mainstream TV to experimental 
arthouse cinema, examined in 
Cathode Ray and Celluloid Hinter- 
lands. Prince’s path winds back to 
the post-War era, with the “time 
capsule” rural Lancashire land- 
scape captured in Bryan Forbes’s 
sublime directorial debut, 1961’s 
Whistle Down The Wind, in which 
farmer’s daughter Hayley Mills 
mistakes fugitive convict Alan 
Bates for Jesus. Forbes used 
original Angry Young Men Keith 
Waterhouse and Willis Hall to 
render his screenplay in authen- 
tic dialect. The duo went on to 
pen Southern TV’s 1979-81 Wor. 
zel Gummidge, a series Mackenzie 


Crook was determined to ignore 
as he devised his 2019 “recalibra- 
tion” of Barbara Euphan Todd’s 
novels — the most recent work 
addressed here - to awaken 
consciousness of environmental 
issues in his youthful audience 
using oldtime scarecrow magic. 

As the Haunted Generation 
come of age in the Eighties, 
things get really interesting. 
Themes of Cold War espionage 
and catastrophic government 
failure cast long shadows across 
this very different decade, chan- 
nelled by perceptive directors 
and screenwriters into revealing 
parallel universes. Prince’s most 
potent selections come from this 
uneasy cusp in time, all of them 
made by the BBC. 

From the end days of Auntie’s 
Play For Today strand, 1984’s 
Rainy Day Women portrays a 
WWII witchhunt. Investigating 
stories of spy activity in a remote 
English village, an unstable army 
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officer instead finds the Home 
Guard up in arms against an al- 
leged coven of Land Girls. This 
cauldron of simmering resent- 
ments against “incomers” and 
of women taking up men’s work 
boils over Salem-style, real en- 
emy agents long forgotten. Writ- 
ten by David Pirie and directed 
by Ben Bolt, it’s the bleak, spirit- 
ual flipside to Alberto Cavalcan- 
ti’s 1942 Ealing war effort Went 
The Day Well?, in which inhabit- 
ants of a similar village pull to- 


One of the author’s 
themes is how 
reams of such 
history have been 
lost 


gether to foil a German invasion. 

Which aptly surmises the 
political backdrop of a convulsed 
Britain, at the height of the Cold 
War and the middle of the Min- 
ers’ Strike - and as far in time 
from WWII as we are from 1984 
now. “Viewed today, it is almost 
difficult to comprehend that 
challenging work such as this was 
once part of the everyday main- 
stream television landscape,” 
says Prince. 

The Cold War finds further 
disturbing expression in the 1981 
young adult drama Codename 
Icarus. Physics prodigy Martin 
Smith is selected as the bright- 
est pupil from his state school 
to benefit from a scholarship 
to the privately-run Icarus 
Foundation. He finds himself 
trapped, Prisoner-style, within 
its encampment, forced to work 
on world-destroying weapons by 
a misguided WWII survivor who 
had been used by the Nazis for 
similar purposes. 

A post-catclysmic vision of 
a Britain returned to tribal 
enclaves is envisioned in 1978’s 
Play for the Week, Stargazy on 
Zummerdon, written by John 
Fletcher and directed by Michael 
Ferguson. In the 23rd century, 
England is Albion once more: 

a land of “starships and morris 
dancers, pedlars on horseback 
hawking transistors and diodes 
round the villages, astrologers 
who milk cows”. This intrigu- 
ing mix of tech, agriculture 

and hipsterism seems teasingly 
similar to the world returned by 


Covid-19 to cottage industries of 
workers supported by Zoom and 
Teams. In Fletcher’s imagined so- 
ciety, however, man has learned 
from past mistakes. Tensions 
between the tribes are diffused 
in the annual Stargazy festival - 
where participants gather on the 
Neolithic site of Zummerdown to 
trade insults, rather than blows. 

Prince dug hard to uncover 
these three gems, all of which 
attempt to evaluate the legacy of 
WWII at a time when Neolib- 
eralism was deconstructing the 
Post-War Consensus apace. Even 
in the days of platform stream- 
ing and YouTube, he could only 
unearth copies on deteriorating 
VHS - Stargazy was broadcast 
once and never had any form of 
official domestic home entertain- 
ment release. One of the author’s 
themes is how reams of such 
history have been lost - and his 
dogged pursuit is something all 
readers will benefit from. 

Hope comes in the form of the 
heroic Talking Pictures Televis- 
ion, the family-run grassroots 
sensation helmed by Noel 
Cronin, whose work in catalogu- 
ing, retrieving and restoring lost 
archives of material, via TPTV 
and his Renown DVD imprint, 
represents an astonishing gift to 
the nation. 

So the wheel of history turns. 
Today’s visionaries like Mac- 
kenzie Crook, and Rob Young, 
whose 2010 tome Electric Eden 
re-enchanted the cultural land- 
scape in a manner not dissimilar 
to William Morris’s impact on the 
Victorian psyche - are now tack- 
ling the legacy of the Thatcher- 
Reagan years; and Bagpuss has 
been reborn as The Repair Shop. 
Prince’s fine, thoughtful and 
thoroughly researched book is an 
invaluable guide to how we got 
here - and where we might be 
headed next. 
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Ancient shadows 


Fairies go back thousands of years, argues 


this persuasive book 


The Origins of 
Wizards, Witches 
and Fairies 

Simon Webb 


Pen and Sword Books 2022 


Hb, 208pp, £20, ISBN 9781399000079 


The appearance and behaviour 
of wizards, witches and fairies is 
well established in the western 
world. They appear in major 
movies from The Wizard of Oz, 
Lord of the Rings and the Harry 
Potter films right through to 
Shrek. At an early age we learn 
about them in fairy tales, and at 
Hallowe’en children dress up as 
witches and wizards. 

As Simon Webb says, they 
all inhabit the Magical Realm, 
a place which has a strong 
attraction to us. This imaginary 
land has wild moorlands and 
primeval forests, where all 
manner of terrifying and 
magical beasts roam. It is a 
place that has the same rules as 
our own normal reality: people 
grow old and die, they cultivate 
crops, hunt for food and there 
are rich and poor. 

Webb compares our notion 
of this realm with what it was 
like in Europe 4,000 years ago 
in the Bronze Age. This might 
seem far-fetched, but he argues 
that a tale such as the throwing 
of Excalibur into a lake echoes 
the sacrifice of swords and 
valuables to the spirits of the 
water in the Bronze Age. This 
kind of sacrifice has since 
changed into the casual tossing 
of coins into wells for luck. 

Likewise, research shows that 
fairy stories such as Jack and 
the Beanstalk, Rumpelstiltskin 
and Beauty and the Beast have 
their origins 5,000 and 4,000 
years ago. Rumpelstiltskin 
wants to get hold of a human 
child; his motives are not clear, 
but the story echoes the tales 
of fairies kidnapping human 
babies and replacing them with 
their deformed changelings. 
They are stories that are not 
fixed in any specific time 
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or place, and have archetypal 
characters and themes. 

Using ancient mythology, folk 
tales, legends, archeological 
findings and genetic research, 
Webb puts together a strong case : 
that the Yamnaya people who : 
spread out from the Ukraine and : 
took over most of Europe are at 
the root of many of our modern- 
day behaviours, rituals and 
beliefs. 

For example, before fairies 
became cute little creatures 
in popular culture, they were 
regarded as beings who lived in 
remote places, who should be 
respected if you crossed their 
path. The author argues that 
when the Yamnaya wiped out 
indigenous populations of short, 
dark-skinned farmers, a few : 
marauding tribes of the survivors : 
survived in remote forests and 
mountains. As the centuries 
passed this hidden race, who stole: 
babies, tools and food and milked : 
cows dry at night, was feared and 
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preserved in folk memory to this 
very day. 

Webb persuasively shows that 
horned shamans, witches and 
wizards were made disreputable 
by Christianity, and the likes of: 
fairies emasculated by scientific : 
enlightenment and the Industrial 
Age. Yet, our popular culture and 
many of our behaviours are still 
shaped by these ancient shadows. : 
Nigel Watson 
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The Devil’s Atlas 


An Explorer’s Guide to Heavens, 
Hells and Afterworlds 


Edward Brooke-Hitching 


Simon & Schuster 2021 
Hb, 255pp, £25, ISBN 9781398503557 


Following on from The Phantom 
Atlas and The Madman’ Library, 
Edward Brooke-Hitching takes us 
on a guided tour of the afterlife: 
Hell and Heaven, with a brief 
glance at Purgatory. 

It’s full of delightful details. 
Hell is a town in Michigan; it’s 
also a village in P 
Norway whence 
came a Miss Univ- 
erse contestant 
calling herself “The 
beauty queen from 
Hell”. The 17th-cen- 
tury Tobias Swinden said that 
Hell is in the Sun; dark sun spots 
are “glimpses of the darkness in 
which the souls were imprison- 
ed”; while more recently US tele- 
vangelist Jack Van Impe said that 
Hell was located in black holes. 

Hell is always more interesting 
than Heaven; portraying souls in 
torment is more inventive than 
a happy afterlife. So we have 
ancient Egyptian, Zoroastrian, 
Hindu and Buddhist beliefs, the 
Greek, Norse and Mesoamerican 
underworlds — and then we get 
on to Christian and Muslim vis- 
ions of Hell. It’s good to see the 
13th-century mural in the church 
at Chaldon, Surrey, with its 
terrifying scenes of souls being 
tormented by demons. 

The text is fascinating; Brooke- 
Hitching has an eye for the quir- 
ky. But it’s the illustrations on 
almost every page that make this 
book a joy. The glee with which 
the Devil devours limbs in a 
painting from the c. 1775 Comp- 
endium of Demonology and Magic 
is enough to make the most hard- 
ened non-believer think again. 

The section on Heaven fol- 
lows the same trawl through the 
world’s faiths, but neither the 
artwork nor the text inspires as 
much enthusiasm; the author 
mentions that there is not only 
no sex in Heaven, but no laughter 
either. But what about Paradise 
on Earth? Did the Garden of 
Eden ever physically exist, and if 
so, where? The book finishes with 
Zion, “an attempt at creating a 
real utopia”, a small town north 
of Chicago founded in 1901. 
Today’s brutal theocracies in 
Afghanistan and Iran are nothing 


new; Zion’s owner and prophet 
John Alexander Dowie banned, 
among much else, gambling, 
dancing, football, theatres, circus- 
es, alcohol “and, for some reason, 
tan-coloured shoes”. The police 
“carried a billy club in one holst- 
er and a Bible in another”. Nice... 
Jay Vickers 
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A Geography of 
Horror 


The Ghost Stories of MR James 
and the Suffolk Landscape 
Simon Loxley 


Lavenham Press 2021 


Pb, 160pp, £15 + £2.67 p&p from simonloxley.com 


The classic collections Ghost Sto- 
ries of An Antiquary (1904) and 
A Warning to the Curious (1925) 
by MR James (1862-1936) are 
rated by connoisseurs as contain- 
ing the best ghost stories in the 
English language. Simon Loxley, 
who lives in Suffolk, is a devoted 
admirer of them. In this amply 
illustrated book he shares his 
passion, exploring those stories 
either set in the county or influ- 
enced by its landscape. 

James grew up at an old rectory 
in the still largely unspoilt village 
of Great Livermere, just north of 
Bury St Edmunds, 
a family connect- 
ion that endured 
for many years. A 
bachelor scholar 
and medievalist 
of great distinct- 
ion, James’s entire career was 
spent first at Cambridge Uni- 
versity and then as provost of 
Eton College. Loxley provides a 
respectful biographical account, 
explaining how this background 
and environment intimately 
shaped the plotting, characterisa- 
tion and screen adaptations of 
some of James’s finest tales. 

He then takes us on a rever- 
ential pilgrimage into Suffolk to 
explore real places mentioned or 
implied in the stories, beginning 
with Great Livermere itself, the 
likely setting for “The Ash Tree”. 
Three stories, “O Whistle and I’ll 
Come to You”, “A Warning to the 
Curious” and “Rats” are set on 
the Suffolk coastline and “Count 
Magnus” features the 
Suffolk/Essex border in its 
denouement. 

Loxley then makes a case for 
“The Tractate Middoth”, which 
centres on the old Cambridge 
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University Library, also encom- 
passing two Suffolk locations. 
With “Casting the Runes” Loxley 
argues the fictional Lufford Hall 
(placed in Warwickshire in the 
text) was really inspired by a now- 
demolished mansion situated at 
Ufford in Suffolk. Finally, Loxley 
returns to Great Livermere and 
reviews James’s posthumously 
published story “A Vignette”, 
suggesting it was based on a 

real experience, precise nature 
uncertain. 

With his close matching of text 
and landscape, Loxley provides 
an absorbing read for James afic- 
ionados and a handy companion 
for any mildly adventurous travel- 
ler comfortably straying into ant- 
ique churches or roaming lonely 
heaths or beaches, who wishes to 
pay homage by re-treading the 
footsteps of the acknowledged 
master of the ghost story genre. 

My only gripe is the title; the 
Suffolk countryside described is 
not horrific, nor really are James’s 
stories. However, if it draws in 
a new class of reader, hitherto 
unfamiliar with either James 
or the Suffolk landscape, the 
author’s admirable purposes will 
be accomplished. 

Alan Murdie 
Kk kk 


Basilisks and 
Beowulf 


Monsters in the Anglo-Saxon 
World 
Tim Flight 


Reaktion Books 2021 


Hb, 264pp, £15.95, ISBN 9781789144338 


Monsters abound in the literature 
and art of Anglo-Saxon England. 
From the most famous work of 
Old English literature, Beowulf, 
which relates the adventures of a 
monster-slaying hero, to hagio- 
graphies that narrate encoun- 
ters between saints and devils, 
strange creatures are everywhere 
in England’s early Middle Ages. 
In Basilisks and Beowulf, Tim 
Flight describes these monsters 
and analyses their role in the 
Anglo-Saxon worldview. 

Flight covers half a dozen 
main categories of monster. He 
begins with the grotesque and 
bizarre creatures who populated 
medieval maps, and who appear 
in works such as The Wonders of 
the East. From there, he discusses 
wolves in both Anglo-Saxon Eng- 
land and Anglo-Saxon literature, 


as well as whales, devils, and 
dragons. In a two-part final sec- 
tion, he addresses first Grendel 
and his mother, the monstrous an- 
tagonists of Beowulf, and then the 
hero himself, whose superhuman 
(or inhuman?) qualities give him 
some similarities to the monsters 
he battles. 

Basilisks and Beowulf suggests 
that monsters — everything from 
dragons to map grotesques to real 
wild animals - were vital to the 
early medieval understanding 
of personhood. As creatures of 
wild places, opposed to civilised 
humanity, monsters defined what 
humans were not. 

But some creatures, whether 
monstrous beings who possessed 
human reason or 
humans who trans- 
gressed against 
society’s norms, 
could blur the lines 
between human and 
monster, threaten- f 
ing the boundaries of human 
identity. 

A very short introduction to 
early medieval English society 
helps make the book accessible to 
readers without much background 
in the history of the period. Read- 
ers with more experience with 
early medizval culture will prob- 
ably get more out of this volume, 
but it’s well worth the time of 
anyone interested in the history 
of monsters. 

James Holloway 
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Psychic Detectives 


The Mysterious Use of 
Paranormal Phenomena in 
Solving True Crimes 

Jenny Randles & Peter Hough 
Amber Books 2021 

Hb, 256pp, £19.99, ISBN 9781838861551 


This revised edition of the origi- 
nal 2001 publication of Psychic 
Detectives takes 
real life criminal 
cases and frames 
them in terms of 
the supernatural. 
The authors ex- 
plore the wide- 
spread fascination with some 
of the grimmest serial murders 
in history and examine the role 
“psychic detectives” have had in 
solving the highest profile cases. 
For those with an interest in 
true crime, this book presents 
the “other” side of the criminal 
investigation: psychics assisting 


PSYCHIC 
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police forces in solving crimes. 
One instance was in the hunt for 
the Yorkshire Ripper, with one 
individual claiming to have had a 
vision of the killer, which turned 
out to be eerily similar to Peter 
Sutcliffe. However, numerous 
other mediums came forward, 
fuelled by the media storm at the 
time, with incorrect descriptions 
such as the killer’s occupation, 
name and location. 

This updated edition includes 
some more recent cases that in- 
volve a supernatural element. For 
instance, the cargo ship that 
blocked the Suez Canal, the Ever 
Given, has been included with 
an explanation as to the possible 
role that famous spoon-bender 
Uri Geller, along with an army 
of global fans, had in freeing the 
vessel. 

With lots of fascinating colour 
photographs, illustrations and 
short summarised cases, this is an 
eye-catching volume that makes 
an intriguing coffee table read. 
The snappy sections and famous 
events discussed will help conver- 
sation flow among like-minded cu- 
riosity hunters. The book will also 
appeal to horror fans, as there 
are links to classic cinematic and 
literary depictions of poltergeists, 
spirits and mystic phenomena. 
Definitely worth a read for both 
believers and non-believers. 

Cara Dobbing 
kk kk 


The Hellebore 
Guide to Occult 
Britain and 
Northern Ireland 


ed. Maria J Pérez Cuervo 


Hellebore Books 2021 


Pb, 316pp, £18.75, ISBN 9781399906968 


The Hellebore Guide to Occult 
Britain and Northern Ireland is 
produced by the same team that 
created the very popular Hellebore 
zine that has blossomed in the re- 
vival of attention to occulture and 
folklore. They have taken their 
sphere of interest and distinctive 
design esthetic forward with this 
very handy and beguiling gazet- 
teer of British ritual, weird-lore 
and magical creativity. 

In the introduction, specific 
attention is brought to two books 
that this guide could most be 
compared to, the Reader’s Digest 
Folklore Myths and Legends of 
Britain and Westwood & Simpson’s 
The Lore of The Land. The inspira- 


tion and similarities are worn on 
the sleeve, but as Maria Pérez 
Cuervo informs us, there is a dif- 
ference that carries the themes 
forward and makes this work a 
useful companion to the other 
books mentioned. 

In addition to covering numer- 
ous sites of folklore, 
occult practice and 
strange history, this 
book also points 
us to places that 
inspired or in some 
instances were used [RRS A 
as filming locations for numerous 
cult/horror novels, films and TV 
shows. Fans of MR James, Derek 
Jarman, Witchfinder General, The 
Owl Service and many other such 
creators and creations will find 
notes of interest therein. 

This richly illustrated book will 
fit handily into a backpack for 
on-site visits. Although certain 
localities or topics may not be 
covered in the greatest of detail, 
within its pages a lot of ground is 
covered. 

Andy Paciorek 
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Extinct 

A Compendium of Obsolete 
Objects 

ed. Barbara Penner et al 


Reaktion Books 2021 
Hb, 390pp, £29, ISBN 9781789144529 


The Kodak flashcube, Letraset 
and MiniDiscs. The serving hatch. 
The leather writ- 
ing case with its 
fountain pen and 
pad of Basildon 
Bond. It’s strange 
seeing things that 
were part of our 
everyday lives relegated to the 
abyss of being obsolete. 

On a larger scale there’s the 
Zeppelin, and Concorde. Chang- 
ing social habit or appreciation 
of harm has caused the begin- 
ning of the end of some objects: 
the ashtray, the plastic bag. The 
slide rule, the tele-type machine, 
Minitel, even the telephone 
table, have all been out-evolved 
-as has the Australian canvas 
water bag. 

This fascinating book covers 85 
extinct objects, small and large, 
with a short essay on each by 
academics, architects and cura- 
tors. Highly informative and very 
entertaining. 

Chris Hayhurst 
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- Bob Rickard explores the background behind the detailed scientific 
- and experiential study of Britain’s ancient sacred sites 


The Powers Of 
Ancient And 
Sacred Places 


: Paul Devereux 


Daily Grail Publishing 2022 


Pb, 294pp, £14.99, ISBN 9780645209419 


One of the advantages of older 
: age is that it provides a ready 
: perspective on the development 
of a subject — in this case the 
importance of certain places 
: to our ancient ancestors. Paul 
: Devereux will be known to most 
FT readers as the venerable edi- 
: tor of The Ley Hunter before he 
progressed into more academic 
projects. Before Paul took over 
: from its founder Paul Screeton in 
: 1976, he was an early supporter 

of the young FT. 
As editor of The Ley Hunter, 
: Paul was particularly struck by 
the predominance of mystical 
and psychical approaches to 
: the subject and determined to 
> encourage more analysis and 
documentation of its very real 
aspects. 

This approach was signalled 
by his very first contribution to 
: FT, in 1975. Aided by Andy York, 
: Paul wrote a 25-page, two-part 
study of the anomalous phenom- 
: ena of his home county of Not- 
: tinghamshire (see “Portrait of a 
Fault Area” in FT11:5-12+14-18, 
12:8-20). For the first time in FT 
: ~and English fortean studies - it 
: broke new ground by focusing 
: upon a distinct geographical, 
: geological and cultural area to 
study the relationships, if any, 
between the widest possible 
: range of unusual subjects. 
: Paul brought together data 
: from geological and magnetic 
activity, reports of UFOs and 
: hauntings, meteorology, mete- 
orites, tales of supernatural or 
: psychical events and experi- 
: ences, forteana and, of course, 
ancient tracks and pathways. 
: In 1977, Paul Devereux was 
: instrumental in the founding of 
the Dragon Project, which gave a 
more rigorous structure to all the 
associated fields of research, and 
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this new book makes a brave and 
mature assessment of the pioneer- 
ing work over the intervening 
years. 

Depending (initially) upon 
private donations and unpaid 
volunteers, the Dragon Project set 
out to map, measure and record 
every conceivable aspect of an- 
cient sites. These were not limited 
to fault lines and standing stones 
but included any ancient location 
related to ritual and reverence, 
the structure of symbols and the 
mysteries of measurement and 
construction, and associated light- 
ing and light phenomena. 

Studying acoustics of burial 
chambers, for example, emerged 
from the recognition of such 


PAUL DEVEREUX 


locations for the use of initiation, 
meditation, dreaming, healing 
and other socially important 
rites. 

In recent years the Dragon 
Project’s important discoveries 
have consequently changed focus 
slightly, to include aspects of the 
subjective phenomena exper- 
ienced by people at sacred sites 
by studying human sensitivity 
to distinct locations, and the 
lore about them - for example 
the “Dreamtime” of the first 
Australians. 

All of these aspects contribute 
to what Paul, borrowing Rudolf 
Otto’s term, calls the “numinos- 


ity” of such places. 

They were deemed “sacred” 
by ancient man because their 
discoverers felt there was 
something different about these 
places. Often without ever fully 
knowing precisely why, a location 
can inspire in the receptive an 
emotional response that ranges 
from panic (in its ancient mean- 
ing) to awe. In other words, such 
places may well have given rise 
to the earliest forms of animist 
religion. 

The book is divided into two 
distinct but interrelated sections 
- the physical phenomena and 
the more subjective experiential 
and psychosocial phenomena — 
concluding with a summary 
chapter on the nature of sacred 


places and their numinosity. 

The first part includes such 
projects as the recent study of 
the innate resonance of Stone- 
henge’s standing stones, ringing 
at 111 Hz like “a prehistoric 
glockenspiel”. 

The second includes an appre- 
ciation of the ancient mytho- 
logical rationalisations of energy 
and sound which most likely 
influenced the earliest forms of 
mathematics and geometry. In 
those very early days — without 
modern distractions - people 
could cultivate their inner 
sensitivity to such places and, 
by meditating upon them in the 
dark and quiet, realise “wisdom” 
from “another” older but ever- 
present world. 

To some extent this new book 
builds upon Paul’s Places of 
Power, published in 1999, but 
includes a wealth of new and 
important data. 

More importantly, it feels like 
an end-of-era audit, benefiting 
from an additional 20 years of 
research, discovery and learn- 
ing, and provides a fascinating 
overview of decades of dedicated 
work by Paul Devereux and his 
team of volunteers and backers. 

If you have any interest in 
what used to be called “earth 
mysteries”, bring it up to date 
with this volume. 
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Just Another Tin 
Foil Hat Presents 


Zelia Edgar 


Beyond the Fray Publishing 2022 


Pb, 217pp, £10.99, ISBN 9781954528222 


Zelia Edgar, a young Wisconsin 
woman, operates a YouTube 
channel, JustAnotherTinFoilHat, 
devoted to fortean poetry, 
spooky sound effects and general 
otherworldliness. Way back 
when I started out as a junior 
anomalist, when the Internet did 
not exist either in the real world 
or in my imagination, such things 
would have defied my sense of 
the possible far more radically 
than UFOs and monsters. 

Still, here we are, with 
this book, named after her 
programme. If the programme is 
strikingly innovative, the book is 
strangely retro in a whole other 
way I would not have thought 
possible. From her video images, 
Edgar could not have been 
alive in the 1970s. On the other 
hand, I was an active writer and 
investigator in those days. 

Back then I was in thrall 
to John Keel, before I grew 
disillusioned with him a few 
years later and became a 
blistering critic 
of what I judged 
an inflated 
reputation. To me 
Keel, who died 
in 2009, seems 
Sm a fading figure 
from an ever more distant era. 
Edgar, who has gone so far as 
to write a poem in his honour, 
clearly feels otherwise. 

Instead of pushing Keel’s 
ideas (addled as they could 
be) forward, Edgar plants her 
flag in the Keelian world of the 
mid-1950s into the early 1970s, 
reclaiming the stories Keel and 
associates chronicled during that 
lively period. Some of the cases 
- in particular those involving 
hairy-biped encounters in Illinois 
and Indiana - I investigated 
myself, though I go uncredited 
in the main text. Perhaps Edgar 
knows of my sour later decades 
with her idol. 

For me, it’s amusing to 
reconnect with this big, unbroken 
fortean circle. I enjoyed the book, 
too. Edgar, a close reader, is a 
good writer with an endearing 
sense of humour. I look forward 
to what she has to say when she 
makes it to the 21st century. 
Jerome Clark 
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REVIEWS / BOOKS 


DAVID V BARRETT ROUNDS UP THE LATEST TITLES FROM 
THE WORLD OF SPECULATIVE AND FANTASTIC FICTION 


The Cartographers 
Peng Shepherd 


Orion 2022 


Hb, 392pp, £14.99, ISBN 9781398709928 


Map-makers sometimes include 
false information in a map —a 
made-up river name, or a small 
street or hamlet — to catch other 
map-makers stealing and copying 
their maps. But what if one of 
these “phantom settlements” 
becomes a real place by being 
created on paper? We’re given 
this spoiler right at the beginning 
of Peng Shepherd’s The Cartog- 
raphers, but the foreknowledge 
makes the novel even more 
intriguing. Some years ago Nell 
Young fell out spectacularly with 
her father, a senior cartographer 
at the New York Public Library, 
leading him to fire her from her 
dream job there. Now 
he’s died suddenly at his 
desk — and she discovers 
a web of intrigue around 
a cheap, mass-produced 
road map of which her \ 
father had, and now she & 
has, the only surviving 
copy — and someone is 
prepared to kill for it. As 
the plot unfolds Nell gradually 
discovers the complex relation- 
ship between her parents and 
the group of young cartographers 
they worked with when students, 
and the truth about her mother’s 
death in a fire when she was a 
small child. An excellent read, 
beautifully written and fascinating 
from the first page to the last. 


This Charming Man 
CK McDonnell 


Bantam 2022 


a ea 
shepherd 


allegory. But then people turn up 
with fangs, a yearning for blood 
and a morbid fear of daylight... 
Despite its often dark plot, this is 
a fun romp. 


Mischief Acts 
Zoe Gilbert 


Bloomsbury 2022 


Hb, 432pp, £17.99, ISBN 9781526628800 


I've read reviews of Zoe Gilbert’s 
Mischief Acts complaining that 

it has poetry in it. It does, in 
places — and the poetry is sub- 
lime. But so is the whole book, 

a retelling and exploration of the 
myth of Herne the Hunter from 
its beginnings in the 14th century 
through the cold, unfriendly 

time of the Puritans, the fire at 
Crystal Palace, the great hur- 
ricane of 1987 to the present 
So day and beyond; the 
last three sections are 
set in the near future. 
There are links between 
the stories, the myths, 
the poems, most of 

all, of course, the wild, 

_ untameable power of 
Herne, and the forest he 
inhabits, the Great North 
Wood just south of London; those 
who know the area will delight 

in descriptions like “the furzy 
expanse of Thornton Heath”. This 
is an absolutely glorious work, 
which anyone who loves myth and 
legend and magic and folklore 
and beautiful poetic writing — and 
woods — will love.. 


The Dark Between the 


Trees 
Fiona Barnett 


Rebellion 2022 


Hb, 499pp, £14.99, ISBN 9781787633377 


Hb, 350pp, £14.99, ISBN 9781786187130 


This Charming Man is CK McDon- 
nell’s second novel about the 
newspaper The Stranger Times 
which investigates the weird and 
the unexplained (any similar- 

ity with the magazine you are 
currently holding is completely 
coincidental). When people are 
found with their throats ripped 
out, assistant editor Hannah and 
the rest of the staff are assured 
by all the experts they know, 
some of whom are supernatural 
themselves, that vampires simply 
do not exist; they’re only an 


In complete contrast, | cannot 
understand why its publishers 
have made Fiona Barnett’s The 
Dark Between the Trees their lead 
title for this autumn. Don’t be 
taken in by the blurb describing 
it as a “surrealist gothic folk- 
thriller”. Folk horror, this ain’t. In 
alternating chapters, a group of 
Parliamentary soldiers in 1643 
and a group of five women today 
searching for signs of them get 
lost in a wood that appears to 
have a malevolent sentience. 
That is almost the entirety of the 


plot. In early chapters both sets 
of characters go to sleep ina 
clearing with a gigantic oak tree, 
and wake to find it’s gone. That’s 
surreal, even thrilling. But that’s 
it. Yes, the 17th-century soldiers 
die one by one; yes, the present- 
day group’s mobile phones and 
GPS units stop working. But there 
are only so many ways you can 
describe people traipsing through 
dark, damp undergrowth, unable 
to find their way out of a wood, 
for chapter after chapter after 
chapter. It is, quite simply, dull. 


The Perfect Golden Circle 


Benjamin Myers 


Bloomsbury 2022 


Hb, 241pp, £16.99, ISBN 9781526631442 


Thank heavens for Benjamin 
Myers, then, to show how to write 
a novel with very little plot that 
delights at every turn of the page. 
FT readers will be familiar with 
Doug Bower and Dave Chorley, 
and with Rod Dickinson and John 
Lundberg and others who have 
caused endless wonder and 
mystification by creating crop 
circles in the dead of night. Set in 
1989, The Perfect Golden Circle is 
inspired by them and their work, 
their creativity, their art. 
Redbone is a scruffy mid- 
dle-aged hippy-type; Calvert 
is a damaged Falkland War 
veteran. They have little in 
common except for their 
dedication to designing 
and creating crop circles 

— 10 of them through the 
novel. After each one, 
there is a fictional press cutting 
about it — including a news story 
from FT about a pair of crop circle 
chasers. A gem. 


Expect Me Tomorrow 
Christopher Priest 


Gollancz 2022 


Hb, 325pp, £22, ISBN 9781473235137 


Expect Me Tomorrow has familiar 
Christopher Priest tropes: twins, 
questions of identity and the pos- 
sible unreliability of characters. In 
the late 19th century a climatolo- 
gist finds that the world is head- 
ing towards a new Ice Age; his 
identical twin brother Adolf Beck, 
an opera singer always short of 
cash, is found guilty of conning 


women out of money and jewels 

and imprisoned, despite protesting : 
his innocence. Both of them have : 
“episodes” where they’re sud- 

denly paralysed for a few seconds, 
while a voice in their head asks : 
them about Beck’s crime. In 2050, : 
global warming is making life very 
unpleasant in Britain and impos- 
sible in other parts of the world. A 
former police profiler, also a twin, 
starts researching why their ances- 
tor Adolf Beck was in jail, using a 
new piece of kit which allows him 

to mentally link to people through 
their DNA profile. This is quite a 
slow-burning story, but it repays : 
attention. What it has to say about : 
the failings of criminal justice — the 
Beck story is a factual case — and 
about climate change is powerful; 
you’re left wondering if its hopeful 
conclusion on climate change 

might also be true. 


The Legend of Luther 
Arkwright 

Bryan Talbot 

Jonathan Cape 2022 

Hb, 240pp, £20, ISBN 9781787332324 


Comics fans will need no introduc- 
tion to Luther Arkwright, the aston- : 
ishing creation of Bryan Talbot. The : 
first series, The Adven- : 
tures of Luther Arkwright, 
appeared through the 
1970s and 1980s; the 
sequel Heart of Empire 
was published in 1999. 
Now the third volume, 
The Legend of Luther 
Arkwright, has appeared. 
Set across many different 
time streams in 2058, Luther, 

the hero who can cross these 
parallel worlds at will, encounters 
what appears to be his nemesis: 
Proteus, a novus, or superior 
version of human, who wants to 
enslave humanity — and who zaps 
Luther into unconsciousness for 
much of the first 100 pages. With 
his scruffy but loyal sidekick Harry 
Fairfax and a new colleague, a 
streetwise young abuse survivor 
and powerful psychic who goes 

by different names in every time 
stream, Luther fights back against 
the forces of dictatorship and 
oppression. The storytelling and 
artwork are intense, demanding 
serious attention. This is a stun- 
ning, beautiful work. 
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Beautiful waste of time 


Goran Stolevski’s folk horror about shape-shifting witches in 19th century Estonia gets too bogged 
down in self-reverential visual reveries to connect on a narrative level 


You Won’t Be Alone 


Dir Goran Stolevksi, Serbia/UK 2021 
Available on digital platforms 


Regular readers of my reviews 
(hi Dad!) may have noticed my 
ambivalence to what is commonly 
referred to as ‘folk horror’, 
which eschews many common 
horror tropes in favour of a more 
meditative approach, dealing 
with the natural world, paganism, 
ancient customs and folklore. 
One of my objections is that folk 
horror is often presented as a new 
cultural phenomenon - films cited 
include The Witch, Midsommar, 
and Lamb - even though films 
have been exploring these themes 
for decades. A second objection 
is that, in its new incarnation at 
least, folk horror must be sombre, 
slow, and above all deadly serious. 
You Won’t Be Alone falls foul of 
this second objection. 

It’s a tale of witches, shape- 
shifters specifically, but is far 
less interested in scaring you 
than it is in looking at how our 
understanding of life, particularly 
gender roles, develops through 
observation and personal 
experience. 


58 cas 
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It is overfull of 
achingly beautiful 
but narratively 
meaningless shots 


In 19th century Estonia a 
mother is visited by a witch, Old 
Maid Maria (Anamaria Minca), 
a hideously burned woman with 
razor sharp talons, who demands 
the mother’s newborn girl. 
Striking a bargain, the mother 
says that in exchange for her 
baby’s life today she will give 
up her daughter, named Nevena 
(Sara Klimoska), when she turns 
16. The witch agrees but renders 
the baby mute as a reminder 
of her power. Nevena’s mother 
hides her in a cave and raises her 
completely apart from the world. 

Years later, Maria reappears 
to claim her prize, kills the girl’s 
mother, assuming her form in the 
process, and transforms Nevena 
into a shape-shifter like her. For 
a while they travel together, with 
Maria telling the girl of all the 
world’s cruelties and dangers, 
but in her naive state Nevena is 


childlike, curious 
and trusting. Maria 
abandons her. 

The film follows 
Nevena’s life as 
she wanders the 
land, from time to 
time establishing 
herself in various 
small communities, 
learning to 
communicate, to 
take part in life 
and the emotions 
that make life 
simultaneously such 
arich and harrowing 
experience. The 
film’s trump card 
is that Nevena can 
change her form 
and therefore can 
experience life 
not just as a young 
woman but also as a young man, 
and even as an older person ina 
child’s body. 

It’s a wonderful premise for 
a film, but unfortunately the 
way director Goran Stolevksi 
has chosen to tell his story robs 
it of any chance to make an 
impact. Like much of Terrence 
Malick’s work, it is overfull 
of achingly beautiful but 
narratively meaningless shots 
of nature accompanied bya 
breathy solemn voice-over that 
also says absolutely nothing. It’s 
all accompanied by a sparse, 
classical-style score as if to 
underline to everyone just how 
serious and important everything 
is. Nothing is allowed to breathe, 
suffocated as it is by this layer of 
self-reverence. It’s the kind of film 
where you're begging for Michael 
Ripper to pop up with his stick-on 
sideburns and start mumbling 
about how no one goes near the 
castle. 

You Won’t be Alone has been 
well-reviewed elsewhere, but I’m 
afraid I found it very difficult to 
sit through without fidgeting. It’s 
being marketed as folk horror, 
and that’s not necessarily the 


director’s fault, but if you go 

in expecting something like 
Midsommar, let alone The Blood 
on Satan’s Claw, you'll be sorely 
disappointed. However, if you’re 
desperate to see a film about 
growing up in 19th century 
Estonian farming communities 
then your time has finally come! 
Daniel King 


kk 
Nope 


Dir: Jordan Peele, US 2022 
Out now on 4K UHD, Blu-ray and DVD 


I’m not sure what I expected 
when I began watching writer- 
director Jordan Peele’s latest and 
much-hyped movie. I'd not seen 
his previous two — Get Out (2017) 
and Us (2019) - but both won him 
considerable critical acclaim as 
anew master of contemporary 
parables that mix horror with 
SE, leavened with understated 
humour and cultural referencing. 
Nope opens by setting up 
several mysteries. The first is 
a scene in which a performing 
chimp goes berserk and kills one 
of the actors. The drama, though, 
is played out in the voiceover 
while the camera slowly pans 
across the scene. The second 
introduces OJ (Daniel Kaluuya) 
and his sister Emerald (Keke 
Palmer) who inherit their father’s 
horse-training business when he 
is killed by a coin falling from the 
sky. The scene is handled subtly, 
but when OJ notices faint and 
eerie screams coming from the 
clouds, it is enough to make a 
fortean sit up and pay attention. 
The siblings had been drifting 
apart, but now they team up with 
a UFO-obsessed technician and a 
veteran wildlife photographer to 
capture the strange phenomenon 
on camera, hoping to get the 
“Oprah shot” that will cement 
their TV and Internet fame. At 
the same time, neighbouring 
rancher Jupe (a superbly 
understated performance from 


TELEVISION 


FT’s very own couch potato, STU 
NEVILLE, casts an eye over the small 
screen’s current fortean offerings 


A cursory glance at the TV 
schedules will tell you that 
there’s a superabundance 
of UFO documentaries, 
ranging from the calmly 
analytical to the uncritically 
hysterical. UFO (Showtime, 
via Sky in the UK) is 
resolutely in the first 
category: indeed, with 
its use of montage and 
well-chosen background 
music it could almost have 
been made by Adam Curtis. 
Produced by JJ Abrams 
(with high production values 
as a result), this four-parter 
is an engaging attempt to 
objectively pull together at 
least some of the strands. 
Episode one, after some 
necessary scene-setting, 
mainly focuses on the 
Phoenix Lights and the work 
of investigative journalist 
Leslie Keen, who has spent 
decades sifting through the 


Steven Yuen) is one step 
ahead, having monetised the 
alien by turning his property 
into a tasteless theme park 
heralding the arrival of ET. 
Gradually, we learn that Jupe, 
back in the 1990s, was the 
boy actor whose career ended 
when the chimp went berserk 
and that he survived because 
he had avoided the raging 
primate’s gaze. 

Meanwhile, the cloud- 
hopping alien is growing in 
size and hunger, taking a 
terrible toll of the local horses 
and people. OJ realises that 
what they had thought was 
a UFO is actually a living 
creature, which he tries to 
control by adapting his animal 
training skills. He believes 
that he will be safe as long as 
he does not attract the alien’s 
gaze — the same trick that 
calmed the chimp and kept 
Jupe alive. A long game of cat 


evidence, such as it is, and 
has concluded that whatever 
its nature the phenomenon 

is taken very seriously at the 
highest level. The Phoenix 
sightings are neatly laid 

out: the multiple civilian 

and military witnesses, 
large-scale coverage, the 
initial enthusiasm of Arizona 
Governor Fife Symington - 
himself a witness — and his 
rapid cooling off in the face of 
the customary dubious USAF 
explanations. Keen, being 
used to official distractive 
chaff, isn’t convinced, 
pointing to potential leverage 
in the Governor’s case. 


It isn’t agenda- 
driven and doesn’t 
reach conclusions 
on our behalf 


and mouse ensues. 

The film is full of subtle 
movements between opposing 
forms, delivering delicious 
shocks of the unexpected. 

The story arc is punctuated by 
shorter scenes that extend the 
characters and plot. It’s not 

a comedy, despite its many 
funny moments, delivering 
some deliciously unexpected 
and genuinely creepy shocks. 
Claustrophobic scenes of our 
heroes hiding in their besieged 
home give way to the struggle 
between OJ and the alien ina 
gloriously detailed view of the 
landscape. The screen itself 
seems to widen, becoming 

a suitable arena for the 
hypnotically mutating form of 
the alien, as indescribable as 
Ezekiel’s fiery wheels. These 
sequences are technically 
spectacular and deserve an 
industry award. 

While its trailer suggested 


Episode two kicks 
off with the Kumburgaz 
video, shot in Turkey 2008, 
which seems to show convex 

craft with visible occupants: 
disappointingly, there’s no 
mention of Andrés Duarte’s 
theory that they were 
probably yachts reflecting 
lights from the shore. The 
Skinwalker ranch gets a 
mention — brave, considering 
how over-exposed the brand 
is —- Luis Elizondo gets one 
of multiple namechecks, 
there’s an early mention of 
the Tic-Tacs, which go on 
to occupy most of episode 
three, then onto abduction, 
John Mack and some loose 
tying-together in four. 

The graphics, timelines 
and carefully curated 
headlines and footage from 
reputable sources show 
that the show’s intention 
is objectivity, which is 
sorely needed. It isn’t 
agenda-driven and doesn’t 
reach conclusions on our 
behalf, instead presenting 
the arguments through 
interviews with people 
interested in the truth, 


: some kind of alien intervention 
: ina Western setting — a genre 

: not seen since the half-baked 

: nonsense of 2011’s Cowboys 


& Aliens, Nope turns out to be 
something quite different. I 


' was enthralled from the start 


and came away thinking I’d 


: just seen something new-a 


genuine fortean classic. 
Bob Rickard 
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_ All My Friends 


Hate Me 


Dir Andrew Gaynord, UK 2022 
BFl, £14.99 (Blu-ray) 


Pete (Tom Stourton) is invited 
: by some of his old university 


friends to a party in the 
country to celebrate his 31st 


birthday. He hasn’t seen most 


of them for years and things 
start to get weird before he 
even gets to the stately pile 


whatever it may be. It also 
delves into the philosophy: 
academic Diana Walsh 
Pasulka makes a very 

good point about the 17th 
century ‘Invisible College’, 
who postulated non-divine 
intelligences beyond our 
understanding, but had to do 
so quietly on the basis that 
they risked persecution or 
even death for doing so. This 
problem is very much alive, 
explaining the schizophrenic 
nature of research into 
potential extraterrestrial 
intelligence: lots of fine 
minds are fascinated, or 
even quietly involved, but 
daren’t vocalise it for fear of 
backlash. While this is often 
mentioned in other series, 
it’s usually cited as proof of 
cover-up, whereas here it’s 

a more general point about 
scientific conservatism: it’s 
the discussion that’s taboo, 
not the possible conclusions. 
Such topics are rarely given 
such a degree of qualified 
context or testimony, which 
is where this programme 
differs from so many others. 
Highly recommended. 


where two his friends live. 
Lost, he’s chased by a strange 
man through a field. When 
he does arrive, all his mates 
are at the pub and bring a 
weird random guy back with 
them. Thus begins a weekend 
of gaslighting and strange 
behaviour. But Pete also has 
some secrets, which will be 
revealed. 

The horror is mostly 
psychological, but there is 
also a touch of folk horror 
to the proceedings too: the 
manor house is surrounded 
by eerie woods; the locals all 
look like the sorts who would 
sacrifice an interloper; and 
Pete is chased down a hill by 
an axe-wielding weirdo. This is 
an enjoyably dark and comic 
romp, which becomes quite 
disturbing at times. 

Pat Corcoran 
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Inner voices 


When I read David Hambling’s 
article ‘Listening to the voice 
within’ [FT423:16], I became 
conscious that my ‘inner voice’ 
was reading the piece aloud in 
my mind. Obviously I’ve had this 
realisation before; I decided to 
ask my wife if she also had an 
inner voice when reading. After 
her slightly perplexed reaction 

to being asked such a question, 
she used my FT to read some 
words and agreed she did. This 
made we wonder how people with 
anauralia [mind deafness] man- 
age to read anything. My inner 
voice seems integral to reading, 
but Ican become unconscious of 
it just like with breathing. I can 
change the accent to be anything 
I want, but I can’t read without 
‘hearing’ it, so how does someone 
read with “The Quiet”? I also read 
text messages from friends in my 
mind using their voices, which can 
be amusing. 

Rob Shaw 

Portsmouth, Hampshire 


Raised pavements 


Like Simon Besson [FT417:67], 
it has occurred to me that bones 
perhaps grow after being planted 
for millions of years. As for the 
planet swelling, it seems to me 
like a growth of new skin, swell- 
ing layer by layer, producing 

the strata. This is often attrib- 
uted to alluvial deposition, but I 
remember once being in the city 
of Gloucester where there were 
windows in the pavement reveal- 
ing Roman remains about 6 feet 
[1.8m] below the street, and I 
doubt alluvium was the cause. 
This has always puzzled me, since 
this would be a growth of about 
36in [90cm] per millennium, 
about 3.6in [9cm] per century: so 
why is the pavement not one or 
two inches higher in the street 
where I grew up? 

Adrienne O’Toole 

By emai 


Another football 
curse 


Claire Davy’s article on Mayo’s 
football curse [FT421:51] re- 


minded me of another sporting 
jinx. Bela Guttmann coached 
Lisbon’s football club Benfica to 
victory in the 1961 and 1962 Eu- 
ropean Cup. In view of this suc- 
cess, Guttmann asked the board 
of directors for a pay rise, only 
to be snubbed by the club’s hier- 
archy. He immediately resigned, 
cursing that they would never be 
champions of European football 
again. Benfica went on to reach 
the European Cup final in 1963, 
1965, 1968 and 1988; they were 
defeated in all four matches. 
The 1990 final was played in 
Vienna, where Benfica met 

AC Milan. Before the contest, 
Eusebio, the Portuguese team’s 
great centre-forward, prayed at 
Guttmann’s grave, begging for 
the curse to be lifted. However, 
Benfica lost, 1-0. 

Michael Wyndham 

London 


While cleaning out a fire- 
place in his country barn in 
Norfolk (dating from 1640), 
Chris Prusakowski found 
what looked like a life-sized 
pig’s head in the embers. 
He has mounted it on the 
wall of his tractor shed. 


We are always glad to receive 
pictures of spontaneous 
forms and figures, or any 
curious images. Send them 
(with your postal address) to 
Fortean Times, PO Box 1200, 
Whitstable CT1 9RH or to 
sieveking@forteantimes.com 


Leys 


Jenny Randles in her article “Ley 
of The Land” [FT423:29] ascribes 
the frequent occurrence of ‘ley’ 
in placenames to equate to ‘ley 
lines’. In my opinion this is rather 
naive. For example, ‘lea’ or ‘lei’ 
means clearing in old English. 
Furthermore, ‘lai’ or ‘lay’ means 
field in Anglo-Saxon. It is also a 
fact that spellings of placenames 
have been standardised. Taking 
one town ending in ‘ley’ as an 
example: Barnsley appeared as 
Bernslai in the Domesday Book 
(1086). It has been speculated 
that it means ‘Berne’ = storehouse 
and ‘lai’ = field. I have also seen 

it mentioned that its origin is ‘Be- 
orn’s’ ‘lea’ - i.e. Beorn’s clearing. 

I would imagine that there were 
plenty of clearings and fields back 
then. Nigel Watson in an article 
next to Ms Randles’s calls for 


historians and folklore experts 
among others to study UFO 
evidence; maybe they should also 
include etymologists. 

Dr Peter WH Smith 

Watton at Stone, Hertfordshire 


Collective fantasy 


Concerning the Green Children 
of Woolpit, Simon Young writes: 
“There can be few horrors worse 
than becoming a bit player in a 
collective fantasy” [FT422:25].I 
just can’t see this at all. 

The children were looked after 
well by all accounts. The boy 
died young, but that was com- 
mon back then, while the girl 
went on to a respectable married 
life, perhaps a happy one, for a 
woman of her time and station 
this would be considered suc- 
cess. Their little bit of celebrity 
doesn’t seem to have harmed 
them - perhaps it even helped. 

Collective fantasy is every- 
where, from celebrity, sometimes 
destructive, sometimes benefi- 
cial, often both — to the fantasy 
of Nationhood — to the fantasy of 
law and order (no determinedly 
lawless population of 60 million 
could be suppressed by a police 
force of a few thousand, except 
by a fantasy) - to the comforting 
fantasy of Monarchy (a force 
which makes the nation feel 
more secure, and less frightened 
in the face of political chaos, 
but which has engulfed and con- 
sumed the lives of one family to 
the extent that it has subsumed 
their private reality completely, 
and yet there are certainly perks 
for them) — to the fantasy of 
scientific consensus and progress 
(the final arbiter of reality which 
changes over time and is warped 
by the lens of the cultural per- 
spective it comes from, the idea 
scientists hold dear that they are 
contributing to the sum of hu- 
man knowledge, when it’s clear 
that human knowledge waxes 
and wanes with the millennia, 
eroding and bobbing up and 
down in a sea of ignorance and 
imagination) — to, ’m sure not 
finally, the fantasy that we can 
look back and be more certain of 
the facts of someone’s life than 
they were. 

Collective fantasy is a vital 
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LETTERS 


Newt and furtive ghosts 


Following heavy rain here 
for the last two days 
[Alness in the Scottish 
Highlands, 30 June to 1 
July], | found this dead newt 
on the high street. There’s 
a marshy area about a 

mile from the town, with 

a resident population of 
newts — so a kid, seagull or 
cat could theoretically have 
brought it home or dropped 


it on the road — or had it fallen from the sky in fortean fashion? 
e Rob Gandy’s point about the furtive nature of ghosts reminds 
me of a letter | sent to ASSAP about noticing the same thing, 
after viewing YouTube videos, where spectres always seemed 
to be hiding in the bushes; but the situation seems to have 
changed from the early days where none was recorded, to 
home security and mobile phones replete with odd sightings of 


strange things. 


e Regarding the pub landlady who bumped into a ghost and 
said it felt like cobwebs being dragged across her face: | often 
had this sensation when performing psychic healings. Years 
ago, | was a member of the Federation of Spiritualist Healers. 


Tony Sandy Alness, Highlands 


functional part of human exist- 
ence, but if the once green lady 
of Woolpit says she was from St 
Martin’s Land, under a green 
and sunless sky, I have no right to 
brand her deluded and pitiable 
because my collective fantasies 
say that isn’t possible. 

Dean Teasdale 

Gateshead, Tyne & Wear 


Dreaming The 
Future 


Tam playing catch-up with FT 

at the moment and so have only 
just read Gary Lachman’s article 
on predictive dreams [FT415:32- 
38]. I was clearing some old junk 
from my mother’s house a couple 
of days ago [late August 2022] 
when I found a dream diary I 
don’t recall keeping. It must 
have been a result of reading 
Priestley’s Man And Time nearly 
20 years ago. I looked through it 
to see if [had dreamt the future. 

Most of it was pretty disap- 
pointing. I’m not surprised I 
gave up on the experiment fairly 
quickly. The second to last entry, 
however, stood out: 

“A group of people go ona field 
camp in the woods. While they are 
away there is a plague, food runs 
out and the economy collapses. 
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The dream went from some scary 
sexual stuff (people X-raying 
themselves during sex) to a really 
creepy end as the group return and 
gradually see the signs. Key mo- 
ment — a McDonald’*s offering egg 
and chips called a MacMustEat 
Breakfast’ for £188,000. Glad to 
wake up.” 

Ignoring the Ballardian 
weirdness in the middle, we 
have a plague, food shortages, a 
collapsing economy and runaway 
inflation. None of those things 
were on the horizon in the early 
2000s. Certainly prescient if not 
predictive, and I’m sure we’d all 
be glad to wake up now. 

Next to the entry above is this: 

“Not a dream, but yesterday, in 
a state of hypnogogia, I encoun- 
tered a Vampire Elephant. It was 
black with red eyes...” 

Let’s hope nothing comes of 
that one. 

Albert Ravey 
Ramsey, Isle of Man 


Premonition 


For many months I have had an 
increasingly strong sense that 
Queen Elizabeth will die ona 
Thursday. I just know it. Remem- 
ber that you heard it here first. 
Stefan Badham 

Portsmouth, Hampshire 


[Editor’s note: this email was 
received on 20 Oct 2021. The 
Queen died on Thursday, 8 Sept 
2022. ] 


Christopher Lee 


When I was younger I recall 
reading that Christopher Lee 

of Hammer horror fame was 
once on a flight to Los Angeles 
and noticed to his horror the 
words “Tyrone Power is Dead” 
emblazoned across the sky. He 
asked other passengers if they 
could see it and none of them 
could; he rationalised that it was 
aimed solely at him. When he 
landed at LA airport he was told 
that his friend and fellow actor 
Tyrone Power had died earlier 
on that very day. He maintained 
until his dying day that this story 
was true. 

Phil Brand 

London 


Solar observations 


A fine article by David Hambling: 


“A storm on the Sun” [FT421:36- 
41]. I too had heard that Galileo 
developed eye problems from 
looking at the Sun through his 
telescopes — but on consideration 
it doesn’t make sense, and I think 
that he must have projected the 
solar image as Scheiner is doing 
in the illustration on page 36. If 
you look at the Sun through a tel- 
escope or binoculars you would 
be overwhelmed by the light in 
the few seconds before you were 
blinded, so certainly wouldn’t be 
able to make out any sunspots. 
Ihave read that in days gone by 
they used smoked glass solar 
filters, but don’t know how safe 
these were. Modern solar filters 


are a form of film and made by 
companies like Baader and Thou- 
sand Oaks, which block out about 
99.8 per cent of the sunlight. 

I would guess that Galileo’s 
eye problems were unrelated to 
his astronomy. In any case, his 
telescopes gave a tiny field of 
view and I have read that they 
only took in about a quarter 
of the full Moon. As the Sun is 
roughly the same size as the 
Moon in Earth’s sky, that’s only 
a quarter of the Sun, which isn’t 
good for looking for sunspots. 
There’s a fine collection of his 
telescopes in the Galileo Mu- 
seum in Florence. 

Kevan Hubbard 
Seaton Carew, Co Durham 


The Calvine story 


Congratulations to Dr David 
Clarke for a brilliant article 
(UFO cover-up at Calvine FT 
423:30-35) about the elusive 
1990 UFO photograph, which I, 
for one, had long looked forward 
to seeing. I have just one ques- 
tion and one comment. Was any 
attempt made to track down the 
Harrier pilot (a Harrier jump 
jet was visible in the photo)? His 
testimony would certainly be 
interesting, to put it mildly. My 
comment refers to the witnesses’ 
remarks that “the UFO just shot 
vertically upwards and disap- 
peared way, way up in the sky”. 
While I am inclined to agree 
with Dr Clarke that the object 
in the photograph bears some 
similarity to a Stealth-type air- 
craft, the witnesses’ description 
of its withdrawal most certainly 
doesn’t. In fact, it sounds much 
more like the classic, extremely 
rapid departure of UFOs, often 


and inexplicably without the 
accompaniment of a sonic boom, 
that have been reported for 
years. So I hope that this small 
element of the puzzle won’t be 
pushed aside as inconvenient 
evidence. 

Geoff Clifton 

Solihull, West Midlands 


With regard to the “world’s 
best UFO photo” [FT423:30], 
while I adore the lore of ufology, 
this looked like one of those 
instances where the Sun has re- 
fracted off the lens aperture on 
the back of the camera, leaving 
a diamond-shaped mark on the 
photograph. 

James Wright 

Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex 


My first thought when present- 
ed with the excellent “Calvine 
UFO” photograph - and thanks 
to Dr David Clarke for his 
persistent endeavours in track- 
ing this down - is that it shows 
some kind of kite or structured 
dirigible. 

It’s noteworthy that hanging 
motionless and silent in the air 
long enough to take a series of 
amateur photos is not a wholly 
desirable property of a secret 
‘hypersonic’ spy plane, even if it 
were possible within the laws of 
physics. It is however consistent 
with the behaviour of a balloon, 
as is the description of the ob- 
ject shooting straight upwards 
at the end of the siting (when a 
tether was perhaps released?). 

Although balloons sound 
considerably less sexy than spy 
planes, it is important to stress 
that they have also been used 
by the military for decades for 
all sorts of interesting and often 
highly classified endeavours, 
and can carry advanced and 
cutting-edge equipment that 
might necessitate a rather 
cagey response. 

An online image search for 
‘surveillance aerostat’ will 
provide the reader with some 
images that bear a similarity 
from certain angles, especially 
where triangular flaps are em- 
ployed to steady the device, and 
links to articles on what can be 
achieved by an all-seeing eye 
floating over the ‘battlespace’. 
See also this article in the New 
York Times for an open-source 
description of their deployment 


and avowed capabilities in Af- 
ghanistan: https://www.nytimes. 
com/2012/05/13/world/asia/in- 
afghanistan-spy-balloons-now- 
part-of-landscape.html. 

In terms of missing or lost 
files, I would never assume con- 
spiracy when a much simpler 
explanation exists. A great deal 
of MoD material was archived 
rigorously and at pace prior to 
the sale of the Old War Office 
in 2016, and may no longer lie 
readily to hand. 

Ryan Shirlow 
By email 


I think I may have identified a 
potential contradiction in the 
otherwise fascinating article 
concerning the intriguing pho- 
tograph taken of the airborne 
object seen from Straun Point, 
Perthshire [FT423:30-25]. 

David Clarke reports Craig 
Lindsay as saying (and here I 
paraphrase) that the young men 
involved waited for a few min- 
utes after the military aircraft 
had resumed its original north- 
ward course before they “stuck 
their camera out from where 
they were hiding and shot off 
six frames”. 

That being the case, the 
fact that the published image 
includes what appears to bea 
military aircraft is something of 
a puzzle as said aircraft had de- 
parted some time before. Now 
T appreciate that the remarks 
made by the young chef were 
recollections of a conversation 
undertaken some considerable 
time ago and itself reported 
through a third party, but I 
thought the seeming anomaly 
worth mentioning. 
Andy Pearson 
Warrington, Cheshire 


Dr David Clarke responds: 

| know exactly what Andy 
Pearson means, as the same 
thought occurred to me when 
transcribing Craig’s recorded 
interview. But it’s simply a 
matter of how, when accurately 
reporting speech, the chronol- 
ogy of ‘what happened when’ 
can get mangled in the retelling. 
| have discussed the story with 
Craig many times and can 
confirm there is no contradiction 
in this section of the story. The 
photographer “stuck their cam- 
era out from where they were 


UFO simulacrum 


| took this picture of a rainbow yesterday evening [18 Aug 2022] 
from the Thatched House Pub in Stanley, Wakefield, West 
Yorkshire. A marvellous example of an illusion created by a light 
fitting. This would have bamboozled a few in the past. 

Nidge Solly Stanley, West Yorkshire 


hiding” whilst the jet aircraft 
was circling the UFO. There are 
many puzzling anomalies and 
contradictions in the story, but 
this is not one of them! 

Regarding Geoff Clifton’s 
question about tracking down 
the pilot of the Harrier: without 
knowing the unit or even the 
air force to which the Har- 
rier pilot(s) belonged to, it is 
incredibly difficult to track them 
down. Work is still ongoing to 
ascertain this information and 
help trace the pilots involved. 
Remember that there seems 
to have been two aircraft at 
the scene, only one of which 
appears on the released 
photograph. Again, efforts are 
underway to locate the missing 
five images from the sequence 
that would help resolve the 
issue. 

| asked Andrew Robinson 
(senior lecturer, SHU photog- 
raphy) to respond to James 
Wright’s suggestion about 
a sunlight reflection on the 
camera lens iris. Other corre- 
spondents have raised this as a 


possibility. He said: “A SLR cam- 
era (of the type we believe was 
used in this instance) would not 
be able to produce such an ef- 
fect as they have a proper multi- 
blade iris typically made up of 
6-9 blades. This would produce 
a circular highlight under certain 
lighting conditions. A cheaper 
consumer compact camera or 
camcorder might sometimes 
use a single or double ‘V’- 
shaped iris blade, which could 
under certain conditions per- 
haps create a diamond-shaped 
highlight. So it wouldn’t be 
possible for an SLR to produce 
diamond-shaped highlights or 
artefacts, but it might be pos- 
sible for a compact camera to 
do so depending on the make 
and model. Nevertheless, this 
wouldn’t produce anything that 
looked like our diamond-shaped 
object in the Calvine image. It 
might produce diamond-shaped 
highlights on bright objects or 
reflections, or perhaps some 
form of diamond-shaped glare 
under certain bright (sunny) 
lighting conditions.” 
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METACHORIC 
HALLUCINATION 


Sometime in 1996 | acciden- 
tally solved the UFO mystery, 
complete with evidence. Though 
in that trickster way the Universe 
seems to enjoy, there was no 
possibility of convincing anyone 
else. I’d been interested in UFOs 
since the 1970s, and didn’t 

— quite — believe in aliens. My 
views seemed to vary depending 
on what book I’d just read. At 
2am in the 1990s they seemed 
the most real, less so during 
daylight. 

In the 1970s, at Mill o’Mains 
primary school in Dundee, I’d 
seen an F4 Phantom low and 
close over nearby houses. As 
an adult, a veteran of many 
RAF Leuchars air shows, | now 
realised that it was too low, too 
close to have been real. The roar 
would have been tremendous at 
that range — yet | heard nothing. 
A phantom indeed. Another of 
those hallucinatory qualities 
confirmed its status; | saw it 
neither arrive, nor depart — just 
that mental image of a cool 
fighter jet, suspended in mid-air. 
Having by now read UFOs: The 
Final Answer? [by David Barclay] 
| contrasted a 1989 case of the 
witness who saw a Tornado F3 
chase a UFO, and fire a missile 
at it, over Blackpool in complete 
silence. From there | learned the 
term metachoric hallucination, 
one where the conjured image 
is not merely placed in the 
environment, but is the entire 
environment. 

Sitting in the corner of my 
Dundee bedsit one afternoon in 
1996, | was typing away at an 
article. Scotland was a UFO hot- 
bed in 1996. A “burger-shaped” 
object had descended on Orchar 
Park in February, scattering 
some frightened kids. That was 
just down the road from me. 

An October crash of something 
in the Hebrides prompted an 
air-sea rescue. UFOs were much 
on my mind. Then | happened to 
look out the window. 

There, serene, silent, ca/m, 

a disc-shaped flying saucer 
floated above the block of flats 
opposite. A reflection of the light 
in the room? This was my work- 
space; | would have seen that 
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"WHAT'S THE 
RECOMMENDED ISO 
AND EXPOSURE 
FOR ALIEN 
SPACECRAFT ?” 


endless times before. Immedi- 
ately it disproved this by sinking 
downwards, oh so slowly. It was 
a translucent, smooth, classic, 
ovoid shape. | don’t recall if it 
faded out, disappeared behind 
the rooftops, or both. But before 
it could do so, | grabbed the 
camera, handily sitting on the 
table, and calmly got off two 
shots before it was gone. But 
that wasn’t the evidence. My 
reaction was. | reacted calmly 
— and then | got back to my day 


and thought nothing more of it. 

And that was, in retrospect, 
the strangest part of the whole 
experience. Had you told me 
beforehand that | was about to 
see an actual flying saucer, | 
would tell you what my reaction 
would be: jumping up and down, 
running around in circles, breath- 
lessly fumbling with the camera 
controls. What’s the shutter 
speed? What’s the aperture? 
Snap, snap, snap, until the roll 
of film ran out. I’d be on the 
phone to a friend. You will never 
believe what just happened! 

I'd hardly be able to speak. 
Every moment etched onto my 
memory forever. In the event, 
none of that happened. 

A UFO appeared, | picked up 
the camera, took a picture and 
another as a guard against the 
first not turning out (pre-digital 


thinking). Put it down 
again, and when 
the supernatural 
interloper had gone, 
returned to my 
article. | didn’t press 
my face full against 
the window for a 
better look. | didn’t 
even stand up. Jenny 
Randles’s Oz Factor 
was in full effect. 
Now | had two photos 
of a flying saucer. 

| didn’t run down 
to the chemist to get 
them developed. The 
spool got used up, 
leisurely, over the 
next few months. 
Pictures of me mov- 
ing house. Pictures 
of comet Hale Bopp. 
And this was a time 
when | constantly 
carried a compact 
camera with me 
just incase|lsawa 
UFO! | had a plan, to 
note the time to the 
second, to write up 
everything immedi- 
ately, to wring the 
last detail from my 
consciousness. And 
when it actually hap- 
pened, | did none of 
that. | forgot all about 
it. Only recalling the 
event when the film 
roll ran out, and | had 
it developed months /ater. And 
there within the prints, ready to 
blow the lid off the phenomenon, 
were two perfectly blurry photos 
of the block of flats opposite and 
no flying saucer whatsoever. 

Thinking back from the pre- 
sent day, it seems odder than at 
the time. Did | use my compact 
camera or SLR? | don’t know. 
The context didn’t survive. None 
of it seemed heightened. By con- 
trast, later in 1997, | saw and 
videotaped a cluster of lights in 
the distance to heart-pounding 
amazement. Banging on the wall 
to alert my flatmate, and begging 
the autofocus to work, | shot half 
a minute of footage, wide-eyed 
and incredulous; the expected 
excitement maxed out. They 
were real and, as it turned out, 
army flares. Looking over those 
negatives today, another factor 


in UFO sightings is revealed; 
how my memory and the event 
diverged immediately. There’s 
the two pictures of course, then 
some unrelated photos. And 
then there’s the same scene 
taken weeks later, for reasons | 
have no idea about. This photo, 
clearer and with a pleasantly 
blue sky, is the one stuck in my 
memory for a quarter-century as 
the event pic. 

What’s clear to me nowadays 
is that a UFO sighting, when we 
get past the ones amenable 
to mundane explanation, is a 
highly personal event. Tuned to 
you, even. Visions not uncom- 
monly feel “performed” for the 
witness; a sight meant only 
for them. If I’m typical, then 
a large part of it comes from 
within, shaping what’s seen. 
Ultimately, my evidence could 
convince no one but myself. But 
for me, it’s compelling. The very 
paragraph | was working on, in 
an article about UFO theories, 
when it happened? It was about 
how belief influences percep- 
tion. 

Well, quite. 

Steve Hammond 
Aberdour, Fife 


ALL IN THE CARDS 


An odd thing happened to me 
about 20 years ago involv- 
ing Christmas cards. On this 
particular year, | received a very 
odd card from my mother. Usu- 
ally we would exchange light- 
hearted cards, but this one was 
the picture of a large red flower 
with the title “To my son” on the 
front. | can best describe it as 
being something that | would 
normally think of as being sent 
by an elderly aunt. A week later, 
| received a card from my aunt 
— my mother’s sister. Again, we 
usually exchanged light-hearted 
cards, but this one was exactly 
the same as the one from my 
mother, except that the title 
was “To my nephew”. 

| assumed this was some 
bizarre prank, so when | went 
to my parents for Christmas 
| took the cards with me. My 
mother’s reaction was not 
what | expected. | thought she 
would laugh and admit the joke; 
instead she was shaken and 
actually became quite scared. 


It could be that this was a 
prank and my mother’s acting 
abilities are better than | think 
they are. But it’s been 20 
years, and neither sister has 
admitted to it. 

Andy Barkham 
Slough, Berkshire 


GAZING INTO THE ABYSS 


The review of the book Polter- 
geist Parallels and Contagion by 
Darren Ritson [FT423:55] raises 
an interesting point, viz. that 
individuals can in effect ‘catch’ 
poltergeist manifestations 
rather in the manner of posses- 
sion. This is not unusual, and 
the same thing can also occur 
in cases of ‘ghost hunting’ 
where a ‘spirit’ (for want of a 
better word) can attach itself 
to someone who has been 
involved in the investigation. It 
certainly happened to me a few 
years ago while investigating 
an abundantly haunted small 
hotel (The Highland Hotel) in 
the village of Doune in Stirling- 
shire, Scotland. Unfortunately, 
| inadvertently succeeded in 
bringing ‘something’ home with 
me, and it proceeded to make 
itself known (as a truly horrible, 
very localised stench) until | 
exorcised it. It was like switch- 
ing off a light, its departure was 
that sudden. 

A few years ago, something 
similar occurred while | was 
writing a book about exorcism. | 


had spent some time study- 
ing aspects of Satanism and 
the Black Mass and had just 
finished the relevant chapter 

in the book. When | hit the full 
stop key, | instantly went stone- 
cold from the inside out, and | 
knew | had pulled ‘something’ 
in. That night at about 3am, 
there were noises in the house 
as if furniture were being moved 
around, and knocking noises 
were heard coming from the 
walls; this went on for around 
30 minutes or so. | was quite 
literally frozen with fear; then, 
thankfully, it stopped. Next day, 
| cleansed the house from top 
to bottom and to date noth- 

ing else has occurred. | was 
reminded of the remark by 
Friedrich Nietzsche: “Battle not 
with monsters lest ye become 
a monster and if you gaze into 
the abyss, the abyss gazes 
also into you.” | had, indeed, on 
both occasions being looking 
into the abyss and the abyss, 
or what resides there, had let 
me know that it had seen me. 
Nowadays | am very careful 
when | get involved with matters 
that involve the supernatural 
and allied subjects. 

Brian Allan 

Editor, Phenomena magazine 
Kincardine-on-Forth, Fife 


POSTAL QUIRKS 


As someone who still uses 
our postal services regularly 
and collects postcards, | was 


FACING PAGE: Steve Hammond's sort-of UFO photos. ABOVE: The finishing line 
of the 2011 Great North Run — but where was the postcard for 10 years? 


amused by the article “Out of 
the past” [FT 422:20]. One 
comes to dread those clear 
plastic bags in which the 

GPO, with a form “apology”, 
delivers items that have been 
delayed, displaced, spindled 
and mutilated. Sometimes it’s 
difficult to imagine just what 
has happened — a friend living 
about 26 miles [42km] away 
recently sent me a batch of 
seven vintage postcards in a 
regular-sized envelope, with 
my address written correctly 
on the front and a sender label 
giving her address on the back. 
She unexpectedly received 
back, in one of the dreaded 
plastic apology bags, the back 
of her envelope and six of the 
cards. | received just the neatly 
detached front of the envelope. 
The fate of the seventh card 
may never be uncovered... 

In terms of delay, my best 
example came in August 2021, 
when over the space of three 
days | received no fewer than 
four items, individually bagged 
up and each dated to 3 October 
2011. Presumably they had 
been trapped in the postal 
system for nearly 10 years. 
Three of these were of no great 
importance, but the fourth had 
a nice fortean connection. | live 
in Newcastle upon Tyne, and 
for the weekend of 17/18 Sept 
2011 | had lent my flat (| was 
away at the time) to Etienne Gil- 
fillan, FT’s Art Director. A friend 
of his had arranged to take 
part in the Great North Run but, 
underestimating the popularity 
of this race, they had left it too 
late to book accommodation in 
the city. They had gone by the 
time | returned the following 
week, but Etienne correspond- 
ed to tell me that the event had 
been a great success, with his 
friend Gareth finishing well. | 
now know that about a fortnight 
later Gareth too thanked me, 
sending me a photographic 
card showing the finishing line 
and clearly assuming that it 
would be delivered before the 
weekend had become a distant 
memory. Even over a decade 
later | was delighted to receive 
this. Etienne, please say thanks 
on my behalf! 

Gail-Nina Anderson 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
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Fortean Traveller 


WELLCOME COLLECTION 
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132. Dead Kings Road Trip, part two 


Deceased kings and queens ought to rest in peace, but some English monarchs 
have had remarkable post mortem adventures. In the second of a three-part 
series, LISA GLEDHILL visits their tombs and digs up some surprising stories. 


If you want to pay your respects 
to as many of our former rulers 
as possible but don’t have 
much time, then Westminster 
Abbey is the place to go. 
Sixteen English monarchs * 

are interred there alongside 
many consorts, children and a 
Queen of Scotland. The church 
was founded by Edward the 
Confessor and he was buried 
there just eight days after it 
was consecrated. Edward’s 
tomb became a pilgrimage site 
and later, after some healing 
miracles and a bit of political 
wrangling between the English 
monarchy and the Pope, he 
was declared a saint. His talent 
for miraculous healing began 
during his lifetime when he 
started the tradition of using 
the magical royal touch to cure 
scrofula, but he was also known 
as an astute and sometimes 
ruthless political operator. His 
accession was also suspiciously 
fortunate, following his 
24-year-old half-brother King 
Harthacnut’s very sudden and 
convenient death after downing 
a glass of wine. 

Harthacnut’s predecessor, 
King Harold Harefoot, was 
interred in an earlier monastic 
church at Westminster close 
to the current abbey, but 
just three months later the 
vindictive Harthacnut had him 
dug up, beheaded and thrown 
in the Thames. The body was 
dragged up by fishermen and 
may have been reburied at St 
Clement Danes or possibly 
alongside his father Cnut at 
Winchester. Interestingly, 
there’s a long mythological 
association between fishermen 
and Westminster. The original 
monastery was said to have 
been founded in person by 
St Peter, himself a former 
fisherman. He blessed a helpful 
local fisher, and in return 
the medieval fishing guilds 
presented the church with a 
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ABOVE: King Edward the Confessor, holding a ring and a sceptre in an 


engraving by J Smith, 1732. 


tithe of their catch. The current 
abbey church is dedicated to 
St Peter and The Fishmongers 
Company still present the Dean 
and Chapter with a salmon 
each year on St Peter’s Day. 
Edward the Confessor’s own 
father Aethelred the Unready 
was interred across town at 
old St Paul’s Cathedral and his 
tomb was lost along with the 


rest of the building in the Great 


Fire of London. He’s mentioned 
on a memorial plaque in the 


His talent for 
miraculous 
healing began 
in his lifetime 


crypt of the current cathedral, 
but where his bones lie, if they 
still exist, is anyone’s guess. 
Unlike some earlier royal 
tombs, the ones in Westminster 


: Abbey do at least contain the 

: remains of the people they 

: commemorate, but they have 

: not always been treated with 

: much respect. Henry VIII 

: helped himself to all the silver 
: decoration from the tomb of 

: Henry V, including the entire 

: head of the tomb-effigy. Richard 
: ID’s jawbone was nicked by a 
Westminster schoolboy (though 
: it was later returned). And, for 
: asmall fee, Samuel Pepys was 

: allowed to kiss and cuddle the 

: corpse of Queen Catherine of 

: Valois, Henry V’s wife. Most 

: surprisingly of all, the body 

: of James I was lost for more 

: than 200 years because his son, 
: Charles I, never got around to 

: building him a tomb. James 

: eventually turned up during a 
Victorian audit of royal burials, 
: tucked in with his great, great 

: grandparents, Henry VII and 

: Elizabeth of York, and that’s 

: where he remains today. 


Henry VII’s chapel also 


: houses two small skeletons 

: believed by some to be the 

: “Princes in the Tower”, the 

: prospective Edward V and 

: his younger brother Richard 

: (brothers of Elizabeth of York) 
who are widely assumed to have 
: been done in by their nasty 

: uncle Richard III. These bones 

: were found in 1674 during 

: building work at the Tower of 

: London and were thought to 

: be the missing princes, largely 

: because they were about the 

: right size, but there’s no strong 

: evidence to prove it one way 

: or the other. Over a century 

: later two unmarked and as-yet 

: unexamined small coffins were 
found close to the vault of the 

: princes’ parents, Edward IV 

: and Elizabeth Woodville, at St 

: George’s Chapel in Windsor. 

: Could these be the missing 

: princes? Or did the boys survive 
: their ordeal in the tower 

: and go on to live happy lives 

: elsewhere? * Rumours of the 

: boys’ survival abounded in the 

: late 15 century and at least 
two pretenders tried their luck 
Pe rrrrr—“‘(‘C:*sC‘CSE 
: heir. Forteans with historical or 
: royalist interests have plenty of 
: theories to choose from - or can 
: come up with their own. 


at claiming to be the rightful 


During the 1g century, 


several of the Abbey’s tombs 


LISA GLEDHILL 


ABOVE LEFT: Westminster Abbey, the resting place of 16 British monarchs, from Edward the Confessor to George II. ABOVE RIGHT: The tomb of Edward the Confessor in 
Westminster Abbey. BELOW: St George’s Chapel, Windsor, home to England’s second-biggest collection of departed monarchs, including the late Queen Elizabeth II. 


were opened and examined, 
officially for research and 
renovation, but it’s hard to 
ignore the suspicion it was 
mostly done for kicks. During 
the examination of Richard II’s 
tomb, the Dean of Westminster, 


Arthur Stanley, reported finding 
a variety of wooden objects and 


twigs, which he interpreted as 
protections against witchcraft. 
His description of the objects 

is frustratingly vague and they 


crumbled to dust when handled, 


so we'll never know what they 
were. ° In life, Richard II took a 
keen interest in astrology, and 
his habit of “associating with 
sorcerers” * was one of many 
criticisms his detractors used 
to justify his removal from the 
throne. 

With so many big 
personalities sharing one 
space you might expect 
Westminster Abbey to be 
packed with squabbling royal 
ghosts, especially considering 
their mutual disagreements 
while they were still breathing. 


However, our spectral monarchs 


seem to prefer haunting the 
places they knew in life rather 
than floating around their own 
tombs - which sort of makes 
sense. The Abbey’s best-known 
ghosts are a soldier seen beside 
the grave of the Unknown 
Warrior (a very powerful 


symbol in our nation’s collective | 


psyche) and a monk called 
Father Benedictus. No one 


knows much about Benedictus, 
but he seems to enjoy chatting 
to tourists. 5 

England’s second biggest 
collection of dead kings is in 
St George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle, where our most recently- 
departed ruler, Elizabeth II, 
chose to be interred. ° This 
breathtakingly beautiful gothic 
building was begun in 1475 by 
Edward IV and completed three 
kings later in 1509. Edward lies 
there, of course, just a short 
distance from his arch-rival 
Henry VI. The tomb of the 


very pious Henry became a 
popular pilgrimage destination 


renowned for its healing powers, 


and visitors could even try on 
one of the late king’s hats as a 


guaranteed cure for headaches.’ © 


As befits a royal chapel, 
St George’s once housed 
some of the holiest relics in 
Christendom including a piece 
of the true cross, a phial of 
the Virgin Mary’s milk and 
some bits of St George; but 
the biggest attraction up until 
the Reformation was the tomb 
of a commoner. John Schorne 


was rector of North Marston 

in Buckinghamshire at the 
beginning of the 14m century 
and he had a reputation as 

a miracle-worker. When his 
parish was facing a drought, he 
conjured up a spring of pure 
water, which had the added 
bonus of healing powers. It’s 
still there today and is said to 
be particularly good for curing 
gout. Even more spectacularly, 
he once caught the Devil 

and trapped him in a boot. 
Although he was never formally 
canonised, Schorne was treated 
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ABOVE LEFT: The 14th century miracle worker John Schorne, who once trapped the Devil in a boot. ABOVE RIGHT: Schorne’s well at North Marston, once a popular 
pilgrimage site, whose waters are said to be particularly good for curing gout. BELOW: The recently auctioned salt cellar allegedly made from a vertebra of Charles |. 


like a saint and his icons 
show him clutching a boot 
with a little Devil popping 
out of the top like a Satanic 
jack-in-the-box. His tomb in 
North Marston began to draw 
the crowds and was said to be 
England’s third most popular 
pilgrimage destination after 
Walsingham and Canterbury. 
Edward IV knew a good 
thing when he saw it and got 
permission from the Pope 

to move the shrine - lock, 
stock and barrel vault - to 
his new church at Windsor. 
Today, although Schorne’s 
chapel still stands, the tomb 
is gone. His remains may still 
be somewhere at Windsor or 
may have been returned to North 
Marston. 

As you might expect, King 
Henry VIII bagged himself a 
plum position for burial, right 
in the middle of the choir, 
alongside his favourite queen 
Jane Seymour. Charles I shares 
their vault because following 
his execution it was thought 
best to inter him quickly and 
discreetly in the most readily 
available space. In 1813, Charles’s 
coffin was rediscovered during 
construction work in the chapel. 
It was opened, and inspected 
by the Prince Regent, the royal 
surgeon Sir Henry Halford and 
other dignitaries. When it was 
put back, one of the late king’s 
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: vertebrae, a tooth and a bit of 

| his beard were left out and 

: these ended up in the keeping 
: of Sir Henry. It’s also reported 
that a workman removed one 

: of Henry VIII's finger bones 

' at around this time and had 

| it made into a knife handle.® 

: Seventy-five years later, 

: Halford’s heirs returned the 

' relics to the Prince of Wales 

: and they were replaced in the 

tomb.° However, in September 
: 2020, a salt-cellar allegedly 

: made from a vertebra of 

| Charles I turned up at auction 
: in Yorkshire. *° It had formerly 
: been in the collection of Fort 

: Paull military museum near 

: Hull and before that it was 


displayed at the Royal 
Armouries Museum in 
Leeds. So is the Yorkshire 
bone a fake? Was more than 
one vertebra taken from the 
tomb? Or was it somehow 
not returned in 1888? If the 
artefact is genuine, it would 
have huge significance for 


and Catholics who venerate 
Charles as a Holy Martyr. 
The London and Windsor 
royal tombs can easily be 
seen in a weekend but for 
the final stage of my mission 
to visit the last resting place 
of every English monarch, 
things get a bit trickier. 
Some rulers chose to go it 
alone, some didn’t get to choose 
at all and one chose a spot so 
exclusive it’s almost impossible 
to reach — but it’s well worth 
the effort to discover some 
fascinating and fortean stories. 


_ Next issue: Prophetic dreams, 


debateable monarchs and the 
king with three graves. 


NOTES 


| 1 Edward the Confessor, Henry Ill, 


Edward |, Edward Ill, Richard Il, Henry 


| V, Henry VII, Edward VI, Mary |, Eliza- 


beth |, James |, Charles II, Mary Il, 


William Ill, Anne, George II. 


2 See FT417:13 for more on the 


theory that Edward V lived out his 


life as John Evans, a Devonshire 


gentleman. 


some High Church Anglicans 


3 See his account in Archaeologica, 
Vol 45, Issue 2, 1880, p309 . 


4 See Chapter 6 of Courting 
Disaster: Astrology at the English 
Court and University in the Later 
Middle Ages by Hilary M Carey for 
more on Richard’s astrological 
interests and the consequences. 


5 For more information see www. 
ghost-story.co.uk/index.php/ 
haunted-churches/369-westminster- 
abbey-london-england and numerous 
other ghost websites. 


6 Henry VI, Edward IV, Henry VIII, 
Charles |, George Ill, George IV, 
William IV, Edward VII, George V, 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth Il. 


7 When Henry VI was moved from 
his initial resting place in Chertsey 
Abbey and reinterred in St George’s 
Chapel, one of his arm bones was 
found to be missing, replaced with 
that of a pig. It is possible that the 
Chertsey monks were passing off 
the missing member as the arm of 
St Blasius, through which pilgrims 
would drink wine in hope of a cure 
(see FT413:12). 

8 This story is often retold in 

the press, online and in popular 
histories but I’ve not been able to 
track down an original source. 

9 For a detailed account see the 
Journal of the Royal College of 
Physicians, 13 Oct 1979 The Fourth 
Cervical Vertebra of Charles | by CE 
Newman. 


10 https://tinyurl.com/ys4cvdkn 


e¢ LISA GLEDHILL is a film 
maker, a regular contributor to 
Fortean Times and an easily- 
distracted republican. 
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JAN BONDESON shares another deltiological discovery from his prodigious 


collection of postcards. This month’s pictorial blast from the past remembers the 


life and death of Job Senior, a hirsute Yorkshire hermit with a love for the bottle 


it i, 
OLD JOB SENIOR. 


Hermit cf Rombolds Moor. 


ABOVE LEFT: Old Job Senior, the Hermit of Rombold’s Moor, a postcard stamped and posted in 1909. ABOVE 
RIGHT: A postcard showing Job Senior, now called the Wharfedale Hermit, stamped and posted in 1907. 


Job Senior was born in 1780 or 
thereabouts, the illegitimate 
son of Ann Senior, of Beckfoot, 
near Ilkley in Yorkshire. 
His father, whose name was 
Hawksworth, left some money 
to Job and his brother John, 
but they soon spent it.A 
strong, muscular young man, 
Job became an agricultural 
labourer at various farms near 
Ilkley. He fell in love with a 
young woman who resided 
near Whitkirk, but she jilted 
him after giving birth to what 
was presumed to be his child, 
and pursuing him through the 
parish authorities to pay her an 
allowance. 

Poor Job kept on doing 
odd jobs at the farms, but 
since he was much addicted 
to strong drink, work became 
hard to come by. Although 
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still very strong, some kind of 
rheumatism was slowing him 
down and rendering him unfit 
for hard work. 

In middle age, Job Senior 
made the acquaintance of an 
elderly widow named Mary 
Barret, who lived in a cottage 
near Coldstone Beck, on the 
edge of Rombold’s Moor. Her 
husband had provided well 
for her, and Job presumed she 
was quite wealthy. To get a roof 
over his head, and hopefully 
a handsome inheritance as 
well, he married her and they 
lived together in peace and 
harmony for some years, before 
the old woman died. Job hoped 
to become a wealthy man, but 
his dreams of a comfortable 
life were thwarted when the 
relatives of Mary’s first husband 
came calling, armed with 


crowbars and sledgehammers; 
they completely demolished the 
cottage, and any money hidden 
away by the widow was lost in 
the rubble. 

The dismayed Job Senior 
constructed a small shelter, the 
size of a dog-kennel, from the 
ruins of the cottage. He planted 
potatoes in what remained of 
the garden and lived on this 
unpromising food all the year 
round. Since he never washed 
or had a bath, and since he 
never changed his clothes, he 
soon became a proper hermit. 
His dark hair had not been cut 
for many years, and he sported 
a long grizzled beard. He used 
to wear a large hat, from which 
his tobacco-pipe was suspended 
with a piece of string. 

People came to see Job in 
his humble and rustic abode, 
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paying him a few pennies for 
singing a song. At other times, 
he went begging from the needy 
locals, supporting himself on his 
two strong crutches. This money 
he soon spent in the local pub, 
hobbling there on his crutches 
to get his fill of strong Yorkshire 
beer. He was exposed to many 
a cruel practical joke during 
these drunken expeditions. In 
1857, when Job was 77 years 
old, he went drinking at a 
pub in Silsden. Some young 
men were suspected of having 
adulterated his drink, as he 
suffered from a severe bout of 
diarrhoea. He was taken to the 
workhouse at Carlton, where 
he expired a few days later. He 
was buried in the churchyard 
of Burley-in-Wharfedale, in 
a grand ceremony with many 
mourners. 

In 1860, a pamphlet was 
printed about ‘Old Job 
Senior, the Rombold’s Moor 
Hermit, with an Account of his 
Eccentricities and Remarkable 
Life” In Edwardian times, when 
there was a strong interest in 
various provincial hermits, at 
least two postcards featuring 
Job Senior were printed 
locally. His post-mortem fame 
is perpetuated by the Hermit 
Inn at Ghylmoor Road, Burley 
Woodhead, named after 
the celebrated hermit and 
exhibiting one of his stout ash 
crutches for many years. The 
Sun Inn at Shipley exhibited 
the hermit’s portrait, which was 
said in 1872 to have been a most 
unprepossessing sight. 

Both pubs were still 
still operational until the 
Coronavirus lockdown saw them 
unable to continue as viable 
business concerns. Happily, the 
Hermit is now up and running 
once more after being bought 
by a company of locals and the 
Ship has been revived by anew 
start-up company. 
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FORTEAN TIMES is a monthly 
magazine of news, reviews and 
research on strange phenomena 
and experiences, curiosities, 
prodigies and portents. It was 
founded by Bob Rickard in 1973 
to continue the work of Charles 
Fort (1874-1932). 

Born of Dutch stock in Albany, 
New York, Fort spent many years 
researching scientific literature 
in the New York Public Library 
and the British Museum Library. 
He marshalled his evidence and 
set forth his philosophy in The 
Book of the Damned (1919), New 
Lands (1923), Lo! (1931), and 
Wild Talents (1932). 

He was sceptical of dogmatic 
scientific explanations, observing 
that some scientists tended to 
argue according to their personal 
beliefs rather than the rules of 
evidence and that inconvenient 
data were ignored, suppressed, 
discredited or explained away. 
He criticised modern science for 
its reductionism, its attempts to 
define, divide and separate. Fort’s 
dictum “One measures a circle 
beginning anywhere” expresses 
instead his philosophy of 
Continuity in which everything is 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS 


V 


in an intermediate and transient 
state between extremes. 

He had ideas of the 
Universe-as-organism and the 
transient nature of all apparent 
phenomena, coined the term 
‘teleportation’, and was perhaps 
the first to speculate that 
mysterious lights seen in the 
sky might be craft from outer 
space. However, he cut at the 
very roots of credulity: “I conceive 
of nothing, in religion, science or 
philosophy, that is more than the 
proper thing to wear, for a while.” 

Fort was by no means the 
first person to collect anomalies 
and oddities — such collections 
have abounded from Greece 
to China since ancient times. 
Fortean Times keeps alive this 
ancient task of dispassionate 
weird-watching, exploring the wild 
frontiers between the known and 
the unknown. 

Besides being a journal of 
record, FT is also a forum for 
the discussion of observations 
and ideas, however absurd or 
unpopular, and maintains a 
position of benevolent scepticism 
towards both the orthodox and 
unorthodox. FT toes no party line. 
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In Redmond, Western Australia, 

police were called after family 
members found Peter Eades, 

77, lying seriously injured in the 
paddock where he kept his pet 
kangaroo, a three-year-old male 

that he had hand-reared from 

a joey. Police had to shoot the 

animal as it was preventing the 
ambulance crew from reaching 

the injured man. “It is believed 

the man had been attacked by the 
kangaroo earlier in the day,” said 

police spokesperson Ryan Langley. 
Surprisingly, Eades’s death was only the 
second death caused by a kangaroo 
attack in Australia in 100 years, despite 
regular violent incidents involving ‘roos. 
The previous death reportedly occurred 
in 1938, when 38-year-old William 
Cruickshank died from head injuries 
after trying to save his dogs from an 
aggressive kangaroo in New South Wales. 
theguardian.com, 17 Sept 2022. 


Police checking on Glenn Hirsch, 51, after 
he failed to appear in court on a murder 
charge, found that he had shot himself. 
He was on bail for the murder of Zhiwin 
Yan, a delivery driver for New York's Great 
Wall Chinese restaurant, the culmination 
of a sustained reign of terror against the 
restaurant. The dispute began because 
Hirsch believed he had not been given 
enough duck sauce with his order, and 
before his attack on Yan he had slashed a 
restaurant worker’s tyres and threatened 
another employee, saying “| have a gun.” 
Hirsch’s vendetta culminated when he 
walked up to Yan in Forest Hills while he 
was on his delivery scooter, waiting at 
traffic lights, and shot him several times 
at close range before fleeing in his car. 
New York Times, 6 Aug 2022. 


When Joan Ita Bergin, 58, started being 
violently sick on Christmas Day 2021 
while suffering from a heavy cold, her 
son called an ambulance. On admission 
to hospital, she was found to have low 
oxygen levels and liver failure and was 
taken to intensive care, but her condition 
continued to decline, and she died days 
later of multiple organ failure. Bergin 
had admitted to doctors that she had 
been taking Lemsip cold remedy much 
more frequently than the recommended 
maximum dose of one sachet every 
four to six hours. Each sachet contains 
1,000mg of paracetamol and as a result 
she had given herself what coroner Kate 
Bissett described as an “unintentional 
paracetamol overdose” with fatal 
consequences. Sun, 24 Apr 2022. 


After Arvind Mishra, 38, died 
from the bite of a venomous 
snake in Bhawanipur, India, family 
members from across the country 

\. travelled to his home village for the 
. funeral. However, it seems that 
| snakes had it in for the Mishra 
J family, with Arvind’s brother 
Ww Govind, 22, meeting a similar 
| fate almost as soon as he arrived. 
, Police spokesperson Radha Raman 
p reported that Govind “was killed 
after being bitten by a snake in his 
sleep. One of the relatives of the family, 
Chandrashekar Pandey, aged 22, was 
also bitten by a snake. He was rushed 
to hospital where his condition remains 
critical”. While snakes have been used 
as murder weapons in India (FT414:80), 
foul play is not suspected in this case. 
Death by snakebite is common in India, 
with around 1.2 million people being killed 
by snakes in the last 20 years. D.Star, 6 
Aug 2022. 


Summer Butler, 37, ended up in court 

in Las Vegas facing charges of driving 
under the influence resulting in death, 
reckless driving, and being in possession 
of a controlled substance, after killing 
another driver in a collision with a car 
making a U-turn. Arriving at the scene 

of the accident, police found that 

Butler was drunk and high on cocaine, 
noting that “a small baggie containing 

a white substance fell out of the left 
side of her bra” as a trauma paramedic 
attended to her injuries; but later, tests 
on the victim discovered that he, too, 
was several times over the legal blood 
alcohol limit, and had been high on 
methamphetamine, with substantial 
amounts of the drug in his system at the 
time of the collision. theshaderoom.com, 
7 Sept 2022. 


During Highland Games being held in 

the grounds of Geldrop Castle in the 
Netherlands, an athlete slipped during 
the hammer throwing contest and 
released the 22Ib (9.9kg) projectile 
prematurely. It soared over a hedge and 
struck a 65-year-old visitor to the castle 
gardens on the head, killing him instantly. 
Highland hammer throwing involves a 
heavy ball on the end of a pole that 

the competitor whirls round to build up 
speed before releasing it towards a target 
area. A witness said: “We saw the ball 
go over the hedge and then we heard a 
woman screaming very loudly. It wasn’t 

a spectator... so he didn't see the ball 
coming at all.” dailymail.co.uk, 8 Aug 
2022. 
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